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Neumann Issue Statements Gets Truman Stand 
Truman Renigs on Resolution 


phi Agency 
reORK. -Dr. Stephen Ss. 


joint chairman of the 
rican Zionist Emergency 
Meuncil, voiced the sense of dis- 
onment felt by American 
s over President Truman’s 
ment at his press confer- 
.of Thursday, November 29, 
wpressing his opposition to the 
sstine resolution now pending 
Congress. 
he President’s reversal of 
his party’ s pledge will give count- 
American citizens, non- -Jews 
well as Jews, reason for pause 
reflection,” Dr. Wise de- 
ed in a statement issued here 
he had sent a telegram to 
President Truman on behalf of 
be Council, as well as on his 
p behalf. “Will this not lend 
appy confirmation to the cur- 
‘echarge that political prom- 
;made to the electorate in 
the interest of the Jewish people 
heen no more than mere 
Btting devices?” 


nos 


Was Changed 
Wide News Service 
VASHINGTON President 
pan, who as Vice President 
advance support for a 
fe resolution calling for the 
’ lishment of a free and dem- 
patie Jewish commonwealth in 
Pilest e, declared here at his 
gras conference that he no 
Jonge favored passage of the 
Wagner-Taft Palestine resolution 
use now there would be no 
* for the Anglo-American 
mii sion of Inquiry into Pal- 


Mithough it was generally 

ino n here in informed circles 

fthe President had cooled to 

fea of a Palestine resolu- 

» Mr. Truman’s_ statement 

as a surprise, particularly 

of the fact that both the 

t and Mr. Byrnes, the 

of State, were known 

M have given their approval of 

Taft-Wagner resolution be- 

weit was presented to the Sen- 

eon October 26. One informed 

r here said that when 

approved the text of the 

resolution he was on 

; of reaching an agree- 

With the British Govern- 

Mt On the creation of a fact- 

ing body on the Palestine 

This informant said 

/ Mr, Byrnes told Senator 

Her several minutes before 

miroduced the resolution that 

it only saw no objections to 

Pfesolution but that he 
vt “it might help.” 
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to Come to U. S. 
Agency Decision 


WSALEM— -Eliezer Kaplan, 
of the Jewish Agency, 
leave for the United States 
¥ to convey to Dr. Chaim 
mm the decision of the 
we of the Jewish Agency 
is meeting here to decide 
to cooperate with the 
merican Inquiry Commis- 
Meeting is being held 
est secrecy. 


‘s 
bong 


aan 


4 
tT 


Jewish ‘Telegraphic Agency 

NEW YORK—Dr. Emanuel 
Neumann, acting president of 
the Zionist Organization of Amer- 
ica, revealed that only a month 
ago President Truman and Sec- 
retary of State James F. Byrnes 
had approved the Wagner-Faft 
resolution. He emphasized that 
this resolution was introduced 
after Senator Wagner consulted 
the President on its text. 


“We have 
more as to the attitude 
present administration toward 
the Zionist demands for Pales- 
tine,” Dr. Neumann stated, ad- 
dressing a group of editors. “We 
consider President Truman’s and 
Secretary Byrnes’ attitude to be 
definitely hostile.” He indicated 
the American Zionist movement 
intends to fight for Jewish rights 
in Palestine even more vigorous- 
ly than heretofore. 


no illusions, any 


of the 





& 
May Lead Nationalists 


Tyler Kent sets foot on U. S. 
soil for the first time since he 
was convicted and sentenced to 
a British prison in 1940 for the 
theft of secret diplomatic docu- 
ments which were turned over 
to a German agent. Kent, in 
his first interview denied the 
charges, claiming he was rail- 
roaded. He served five years 
of a seven-year sentence, was 
released and then deported from 
England. Nationalist groups in 
the U. S. are eying Kent as a 
possible leader for their move- 
ment. (International) 














J. DAVID STERN 


Elders of 5 ech ae 
Offer Condolences 


Jewish Post Sta Correspondent 

GIVATH CHAIM, Palestine— 
A singular postlude to the shoot- 
ings last week when British forces 
killed seven settlers in the en- 
virons of this settlement occurred 
here. Elders of five neighboring 
Arab villages came to express 
their condolences and sat drinking 
cups of coffee with leaders of the 
colony. 


One shiek said “Violence of gov- 
ernment is like clouds overhead, 
sometimes it rains on us, some- 
times on you, but nevertheless it 
always passes. Troops come, 
troops go, but our neighbors re- 
main forever.” He recalled the 
time when fire fighters from this 
village came to his community to 
qed a blaze. 





Position on Palestine Explained 





Truman for Immigration 
But Against Jewish Siuic! 


Jewish Telegraphie Agency 


WASHINGTON—President Truman was reported here to op- 
pose the establishment of Palestine as a Jewish state, he 
does not feel that any government should be established on racial 
or religious lines. 

The views of the President were made public here by J. David 
Stern, publisher of the Philadelphia Record, following a visit to the 
White House. Mr. Stern has just returned from London as a mem- 
ber of a delegation sent by the American League for a Free Pales- 
tine. He emphasized that he had received permission from Truman 
to clarify the President’s position on Palestine. 

President Truman made it clear, Mr. Stern announced, that he 
was Still in favor of a free Palestine and of aking Palestine a haven 


because 





SIX TO REPRESENT U. S. ON INQUIRY BODY 
WASHINGTON—Secretary of Siate Byrnes has announced 
that five of the six members of the U. S. section of the Anglo- 
American Inquiry Commission have been appointed. The names 
of the entire commission will be released in a few days sumul- 
taneously in London and Washington. 





for Jews as well as opening the country to immigration, but he did 
not favor making Palestine a Jewish state. 

As a true American, the President said he did not feel any gov- 
ernment should be established on religious or racial lines, Mr. Stern 
continued, adding that the President felt that the government of 
Palestine should be a government of the people of Palestine irre- 
spective of race, creed or color. 

Charles Ross, President Truman’s secretary, here an- 
nounced that an agreement has been reached between the United 
Stats and Britain on the number of persons to be appointed to the 
joint Anglo-American inquiry commission on Palestine. Refusing 
to reveal the number agreed upon, he stated that the announcement 
of the personnel was being delayed because it took time to get the 
best possible people to agree to serve. 


press 


WEIZMANN MAY ISSUE STATEMENT 
TODAY ON TALK WITH TRUMAN 


Jewis Telegraph (gene 
— WASHINGTON—Dr. Chaim Weizmann, president of the 
Jewish Agency for Palestine, was received today by President 
Truman. He was accompanied by British Ambassador Lord 
Halifax. Before the conclusion of the conference, which lasted 
thirty minutes, Secretary of State Byrnes also joined in the talks. 
Upon leaving the White House, Dr. Weizmann told news- 
papermen that he would have something to say for publication 
on Friday or Saturday at the conclusion of his visit to Wash- 
apm. 





Reform Rabbis Ask Laws on Bias, Would Deny 
Tax Exemptions to Schools Practicing Discrimination 


NEW YORK—The dem 
of states and nations,” 


and that “all racial discrimination and segregation be banned by the laws 
was voiced in a statement adopted here at the closing session of the two-day 


Institute on Judaism and Race Relations held under the auspices of the Commission on Justice and 


Peace of the Central Conference 


of American Rabbis. 


The statement emphasized that “theories of racial superiority and inferiority have no foundation 


in modern science” and declared 
that the false theories on race 
have been used as a political in- 
strument of anti-democratic 
forces the world over. Dealing 
with the treatment of Negro citi- 
zens in the United States, the 
statement—issued on behalf of 
more than 100 rabbis—-empha- 
sized the heroism displayed by 
Negro troops during the war, 
and urged that the F.E.P.C. should 
be made permanent and that pro- 
visions be embodied in the fed- 
eral aid bills guaranteeing great- 
er educational opportunity to 
Negroes. 

The statement charged that 
“the potentialities of the law in 
helping to break down racial 
bigotry and its chief objective 
manifestation—racial discrimina- 
tion—have not been realized.” It 
favored denial of tax exemptions 
to educational institutions prac- 
ticing racial discrimination and 


called for legislation prohibiting retraction, or a minimum 
racial discrimination in housing. alty,” it declared. 

“In our immigration and natur- - —_— 
alization laws, we must eliminate Jews Leaving Poland 


every vestige of outmoded racial . } s- 
doctrines,” the statement urged. Crowd Czecho-Slovakia 
Jewish Telegraphic Ageucy 


“The decision to admit or exclude LONDON—Czech foreign min- 
an alien should depend upon his j.ter Jan Masaryk told the Jew- 
own worth and not on the ish Telegraphic Agency he in- 
color of his skin or thefaccident tongs to meet with Jewish groups 
of his place of birth. In every jn London to discuss the prob- 
place which solicits public patron- jem of Jewish refugees from 
age—trains, hotels, restaurants, pojand who are continuing to en- 
theatres, retail stores—we oppose ter Czecho-Slovakia. Masaryk 
not only discrimination, but segre- said there are now thousands of 
gation as well.” Polish Jews in his country and 

The statement pointed out that they constitute an “increasingly 
prejudice is often strengthened, great problem” for his govern- 
if not created by the circulation ment. He disclosed that the gov- 
of false and malicious defama- ernment will also discuss the 
tions of racial or religious groups. question with the Polish govern- 
“We believe that groups which ment. Masaryk admitted that 
have been libeled should have the the refugees don’t plan to re- 
right by private civil action to main /in Czecho-Slovakia but 
sue for an injunction, compulsory hope to reach Palestine. 


pen- 
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REPORTER SAYS JEWS USING PASSIVE RESISTANCE AGAINST BRITISy 


By MEYER LEVIN 
Jewish Telegraphic 


JERUSALEM 


Agency 


It is now possible to discern both in the British and the Jewish 
behavior, a distinct pattern since the statement Nov. 13 by Foreign Secretary Ernest 


Bevin on Palestine in the House of Commons. 


In less than two weeks, 14 Jews have been killed by the British, including two 
women and a boy under 16, while nearly 100 people have been shot, including an 
eight-year-old. All this violent suppression has been accompanied by the classic 
excuse that shots from the crowds provoked a reply. 
for deadly and accurate assaults built up by the “terrorists, 
soldier or policeman has been seriously hurt in the clashes with the public. 


” 


JEWISH CADRES ATTACK SPECIFIC TARGETS 


On the other hand, the Jewish activities indicate a plan of attacks upon specific 
targets where minimal forces can be engaged as, for example, in the selection of 
in protest against 
and the attacks on the costal stations this week in re- 
taliation for the capture of a schooner carrying immigrants without entry permits. 

Aside from such sharply limited attacks, which are definitely to be classified as 
carried out by resistance forces organized in quasi-military cadres, the Jewish an- 
swer to the British is obviously taking the form of passive mass resistance. The Tel 
Aviv demonstrators last week did not reply as an organized mass to the attacks 
by British troops, while the tactics of passive resistance were most obviously dem- 


such meaningful targets as the 
the Bevin pronouncement 


Denies Troops Fired First 
Special 
LONDON— George Hall, British 


Colonial Secretary, state in the 
House of Commons that the 
charge that British soldiers in 


Palestine fired on Jews without 
provocation was “completely 
without foundation.” 
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government offices at Tel Aviv 


Yet despite the reputation 
not a single British ° 





British Behavior 
By NATHAN ZIPRIP 

England will earn a reputa- 
tion second only to the Nazis 
themselves if the present pat- 
tern of its behaviour is con- 
tinued. Thus, one report this 
past week from the British zone 
in Germany tells us that Jews 
in the camps there who raised 
the Zionist flag were beaten 
with truncheons by the military 
police and the blue and white 
flag thrown in the garbage 
heap. 

Another report tells us that 
the Tripolitana Jews who suf- 
fered from the Arab riots of 
several weeks past complain 
that the British occupation 
authorities are fundamentally 
responsible, and it was the Brit- 
ish military which seemingly 
encouraged the Arabs to make 
the attacks. 

In Palestine, the British have 
a system to explain their shoot- 
ing. They always offer the alibi 
that some Jew began the shoot- 
ing. From Tel Aviv, last week, 
thousands of Jews simply 
streamed into the colonies, their 
hands, folded so as to show they 
had no weapons, but the Brit- 
ish again, after killing eight 
Jews and wounding more than 
100, came out with the old pre- 
text that some Jew started the 
firing and they had responded. 

The Hebrew daily, Davar, in 
Tel Aviv, was suspended for 
publishing a cartoon showing 
some Jewish children lying in 
a hospital and the physician at- 
tending the children remarking, 
“what wonderful shots the Brit- 
ish snipers are, they hit such 
small targets.” 

No, England has not so very 
far to go to reach Nazi stand- 
ards 





British Communists 


State Palestine Position 


Jewish Telegraphic Agency 
LONDON — The British Com- 


munist Party favors ending the 
mandate over Palestine and the 
creation of an independent state 
on a basis of equal rights for 
Jews and Arabs, Jack Gaster, a 
leader of the party, said, address- 
ing its national convention here. 
The English Communists, how- 
ever, do not accept the position 










onstrated by the events this week which were exactly paralle 


areas. 





Silver Cables Truman Bloodshed Inevitable 


In both cases, thousands of Jews with no arms*and with nothing in thejp 
attempted to stream into the collective farms which had been surrounded by 
simply to demonstrate their solidarity. Although the British communique this yg 
declares that a horseman led the colonists toward Givat Chayim and that 

* Jews opened fire from the flanks of the soldiers, there is not a single 
casualty among the troops as evidence of any firing. 

PICKING OFF JEWS BY RIFLE FIRE NOT NECESSARY 
Witnessing events at Givat Haim where British troops fired at Jews, and 
nessing also the picking off by rifle fire in the Tel Aviv streets of people who " 
have been dispersed by the simplest means—such as the use of streams of Water. 
convinced this correspondent that the armed forces here, while they are acting , 
the utmost restraint, are nevertheless firing unnecessarily. 
were “over-trained” in the expectancy of a general armed uprising. 

The report is current here that 300 Jewish soldiers of the Sixth Airborne f 
vision were separated from that detachment before the outfit entered Pajegm 
The main body of troops are also said to have been politically briefed along lines thay 
the Jews, having now been given a homeland, want to establish a state by force. It 
is noteworthy that violent antagonism toward the Jews has been expresgegq by 
nearly all the soldiers with whom this correspondent has talked. 
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Unless Palestine Doors Opened Immediately 


By BERL CORALNIK 


J.T. A. Correspondent 


JERUSALEM—Palestine will be the scene of increased violence and bloodshed unless its doors arp 
opened to the survivors of European Jewry, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, president of the Zionist Organiza, 
tion of America, cabled President Truman. Dr. Silver urged the President to insist on his origina 
request that 100,000 refugees be immediately permitted to enter the Holy Land. 


“I stood today at the graves of eight men and women who were ki 


NO NEED TO DETAIN THEM; 
RIOT INSTIGATORS FREED 


Jewish Telegraphic Agency 


LONDON—Jamal Husseini, who was jailed by the Palestine 
Government in 1933 and 1934 for instigating anti-Jewish riots, and 
who was charged with being one of the ring leaders responsible for 
the massacres of Jews in Palestine in 1936-37, will be released from 
internment in Rhodesia where he has been confined by the British 


Pope Said to Favor 
Palestine for DPs 


Jewish Telegraphic Ageney 
VATICAN CITY—Pope Pius is 
reported to have told a delega- 
tion of Jewish refugees this week 
that he favors the emigration to 
Palestine of displaced Jews, and 
would so inform his bishops. 


The delegation, consisting of 
100 refugees who are attending 
a meeting at Ostia of represen- 
tatives of displaced Jews in Italy, 
said that the Pope did not make 
any mention of a Jewish state. 
The group was led by an Italian- 


speaking Yugoslav Jew, Rudolofo 
Grani. . 


Grani told Pope Pius that 15,- 
000 Jews from Europe fled to 
Italy because all European Jewry 
knew of the generous record of 
the Italian people in protecting 
the Jews against anti-Semitic 
laws during Fascism, and against 
the Nazis during the occupation. 
They also came here, he said, 
because they knew of the Vati- 
ecan’s humanitarian protection of 
Jews during the years of war and 
Nazi and Fascist persecution. . 


that Jews should be forced into 
Palestine, supported by British 
bayonets, against the will of the 
Arabs, he added. 
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since 1942, Reuters reports. 


The high court at Salisbury, 
capital of Southern Rhodesia, 
ruled favorably on an appeal by 
Husseini and three of his con- 
federates, after the Attorney 
General told the court that in- 
formation had been received that 
their detention was no longer 
required ,though their arrest 
had been necessary for efficient 
prosecution of the war. 


Husseini, who is a nephew of 
the ex-Mufti of Jerusalem, was 
captured by the British in 1941 
during their drive into Iraq and 
Syria, to where he had fied in 
1937 when his arrest was ordered 
by the Palestine Government. 
Under an order gazetted in Oct. 
1937, he is barred from return- 
ing to Palestine. 





Bavaria to Return 
Property fo Jews 


Jewish Telegraphic Agency 


MUNICH—The Bavarian Min- 
istry of the Interior has an- 
nounced that property seized from 
Bavarian Jews by the Third 
Reich will be returned to them. 
Where the property has been de- 
stroyed, compensation will be paid. 
It was revealed that all Jews in 


lled and I visited the many woung 
ed in the hospital,” Dr. Silver 
said. “They were peaceful, con, 
pletely unarmed members ot 
agricultural settlements why 
were attacked by police and an 
armored division of British 
troops although they didn’t fire 
a shot or use any violence, These 
are the most recent victims ot 
military attacks on defenseless 
men and women whose sole 
crime is their determination to 
shelter refugees who are coming 
to this country in defiance of 
Great Britain’s lawless _resolye 
to keep them out. 


“There will be increasing vig. 
lence and bloodshed unless the 
doors of refuge are opened. You 
can help avert a frightful trag. 
edy if you insist upon your orig. 
inal request that 100,000 refugees 
be permitted to enter the cou 
try immediately. The joint com. 
mittee of inquiry to which you 
have agreed is no substitute and 
is only fanning the flames in the 
Holy Land. I feel morally obli- 
gated to bring these facts to 
your attention.” 


Bavaria will receive “concentra 
tion camp” ration cards enabling 
them to secure extra food. Thean- 
nouncement stressed however, 


that “It is not the task of the 
Bavarian Staté to make good f- 
nancial losses to non-Bavarian 
Jews presently residing here, al 
thought it is intended to enable 
these Jews to maintain them- 
selves as much as possible.” 


At. present there are 23,000 Jews 
in Bavaria, of whom twenty thou 
sand are “aliens.” Ninety per cent 
desire to go to Palestine. 


Probe Shows Jews Had No Arms 
Cunningham Statement Denied 


Jewish Telegraphic Agency 


JERUSALEM—The Jewish National Council of Palestine took 
direct issue with the new Palestine High Commissioner, Sir Alan 
Cunningham, who had announcéd that British troops were fired 
upon last week in the Jewish settlement of Givat Hayim before 
they opened fire, killing six Jews and wounding many others. 


A statement issued by the Council flatly denies the charge. The 
statement emphasizes that the Jews who tried to break through 4 
cordon to Givat Hayim were entirely unarmed. It reads: 


“After careful and minute investigation of the events which 
occurred in or near Givat Hayim on Nov. 25, the National Couneil 
is satisfied beyond any possible doubts that the party of some fifty 
Jews who tried to break through to Givat Hayim was entirely 
armed, inasmuch as sticks were being carried by them. None of the 
members of Givat Hayim or the settlers who assembled there had 
firearms or any other weapon, nor were any arms discovered among 


them.” 
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a pio Get Degrees at HUC 70th Anniversary Celebration; 5 Rabbis to Graduate 
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A. A. NEUMAN 


here at 3 p.m. Saturday at Plum Street Temple. 
pr. Julian Morgenstern, incum- 





THOMAS MANN 


qUC TO GIVE DEGREES TO 
yRS. ROOSEVELT, 17 OTHERS 


CINCINNATI, O.—On the occasion of its 70th anniversary, the 
Hebrew Union College, America’s oldest rabbinical seminary, will 
confer honorary degrees upon eighteen persons, including Mrs. 
franklin D. Roosevelt, and Henry Morgenthau Jr., in ceremonies 


MRS. ROOSEVELT 


Jewish Teiegraphic Age 
NUREMBURG 
trial here before the 
Tribunal retain their 








wey 
All of the top 20 Nazis on 
Allied 
anti-Semitism and_ be- 
lieve there is a basic hostility between Ger- 
mans and Jews, Major Douglas Kelly, U. S. 


Perret consent ore ore eee ceerrerencerreennens 





DR, A. L. SACHAR 


Gustav Hopken, 


War Crimes 


testify that von 





organization’s Austrian 





HENRY MORGENTHAU, JR. 


Top 20 Nazis Retain Anti-Semitism 
U. S. Army Psychiatrist Makes Report After Examination 


former chief of the youth 
office, be called to 


Schirach was not responsib’e 


for anti-Jewish activities. 
Films showing how the Nazis tortured Jew- 


bent president of the College, will 
confer the honorary degrees up- 
gn: Dr. Stephen S. Wise, Thomas 
Mann, Dr. A. L. Sachar, Mrs. J. 
Walter Freiberg, Dr. Alexander 
yarx, Professor James A. Moftt- 
gomery, Dr. Abraham A. Neu- 
man, Dr. Raymond Walters, Prof. 
warry A. Wolfson, Dr. Louis 
Binstock, Dr. Barnett R. Brick- 
ner, Rabbi Maurice N. Eisen- 
drath, Rabbi Edgar F. Magnin, 
Dr. Louis L. Mann, Dr. Max 
Raisin, Dr. Joshua Trachtenberg. 

In addition, Dr. Morgenstern 
will confer the academic degree 
of doctor of Hebrew letters upon 
Rabbi Julius Gordon. Dr. Morgen- 
stern also will ordain the follow- 
ing as rabbis upon completion of 
their academic work at the He- 
brew Union College: 

Floyd S. Fierman, Cleveland 
Heights, O.; Robert E. Goldburg, 
Yonkers, N. Y.; Joshua O. Haber- 
man, New York City; Dayid Raab, 
Brooklyn, N. Y.; William N. Sa- 
jovitz, Dayton, O. 

Laymen who will receive the 
honorary degree wil. be awarded 
that of doctor of Hebrew letters, 
while rabbis will receive the hon- 
orary doctorate of divinity. 





Shades of the Maccabees 


By BERT BOSENBERG 


“Chanukah Candles?” 

“Yes, Chanukah Candles.” 
“Well, we haven’t had them in 
stock for two years.” 


‘This is a Jewish grocery 


Detroit Collects 50 
Torahs For Europe 
Special 

Detroit—Fifty Sifrei Torah 
and more than 10,000 other re- 
ligious articles including Sid- 
urim, Bibles, talesim and Tfil- 
lin, are being collected in the 
Jewish community of Detroit 
for the religious rehabilitation 
of European Jewish commun- 
ities. The campaign to meet 
the needs of European co-re- 
ligionists is being conducted 
jointly by theVaad Harabonim 
and the Michigan Synagogue 
conference. 





Jewish Population 
1112 Million, Book Says 


Special 

NEW York-—The Jewish popu- 
lation of the world is estimated 
at 11.500,000, a drop from 15,- 
750,000 in 1939, in the 1945-46 
Ar.ciican Jewish Year Book pub- 
lished this week by the American 
Jewish Committee. 

The 8,000 page. Year Book con- 
tains 22 special articles, and a 
300-page review of the year. Also 
included are biographical 
sketches of 311 Jewish chaplains 


Army psychiatrist, who has examined all the 
defendants, told a- Jewish Telegraphic Agency 
correspondent. 

Maj. Kelly added that some of the 20 believe. 
however, that perhaps they should have deait 
with the Jews “more wisely,” attacking Jews 
economically instead of launching mass 
slaughters. 

Meanwhile, several of the defendants ave 
seeking to round up witnesses to show that 
they were always friendly to Jews. The 
court has granted the request of Hjalmar 
Schacht, ex-director of the Reichsbank, that it 
call a former official of the bank named 
Kretzchman, who the one-time Nazi economic 
dictator said would testify that he had opposed 
persecution of Jews. 

The tribunal also 


approved a request by 


Baldur von Schirach, Nazi youth leader, that a 


ish and other inmates in the Belsen, Dauchau, 
Buchenwald and other camps were run off in 
the court-room where the trial is being held. 
Hans Frank, former governor of Poland 
during the Nazi occupation and one of the 
twenty defendants, was seen to be near col- 
lapse when the films were shown. Hjalmar 
Schacht, former Reichsbank president, turned 
his face away from the screen and never once 
looked at the pictures. The other leaders of 
the Nazi regime, including Goering, Hess and 
Ribbentrop watched the films attentively. 


The presentation of further documentary 
evidence concerning Nazi crimes against Jews 
which was scheduled for this week has been 
postponed for a few days by the prosecution, 
since more time will be needed for preparation 
than originally planned. 





Would Buy Books 
Criticizing Jews 


Special 
NEW YORK—Rev. 
ardson, National 


Ben 


of The Protestant, made 
today a letter 
George N. Shuster, President 
city subsidized Hunter 
i to withdraw from circulation 


Constitution of England 


Rich- 
Executive Sec- 
retary of the Action Committee 
public 
requesting Dr. 


oO! 


College 


in 


that school a book entitled “The 
from 


who served in the U. S. Army. 
Like the twenty-six preceding 
volumes, the new Year Book is 
edited by Harry Schneederman; 
Dr. Julius B. Maller, director of 
the American Jewish Commit- 
tee’s Library of Jewish Informa- 
tion, is associate editor. The work 
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Greets New 





enable 
them- 
le. ” 


0 Jews 
y thou- 
er cent 


MS, 
i| 


e took 
* Alan 
» fired 
before 


. The 
ugh a 


which 
ouncil 


» fifty 


of the 
> had 





, SMe two years.” 


a 


store, isn’t it?” 

“Yes.” 

“And you haven’t carried any 
stock of Chanukah Candles for 





“Well, nobody wants them.” 
‘I left without the Candles. 
Walked into another store and 
encountered: “We had some 
boxes left over from last year. 
Could you use them?” 


Special 
Belkin, 


has been 





a... 


is a joint publication of the Com Old JW. V. Head 


Major Maxwell Cohen of Boston (left), a veteran of two World 
Wars, shaking hands with Archie H. Greenberg of Brooklyn, 
whom he succeeds as National Commander of the Jewish War 
Veterans of the U. S. Major Cohen, a member of the J.W.V. 
since 1922, was called for active duty in World War II eight 


mittee and The Jewish 


tion Society of America. 


Wins First Prize 
VANCOUVER, 
awarded the 


first prize for oil painting at the third 
Labor Arts Guild “B. C. at Work” young artist in the past year. 


Publica 


months before Pearl Harbor. He is the first veteran of the sec- 


Can. Arnold 


14-year-old son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Sam Belkin of this city, exhibition now on display at the 
$100.00 Vancouver art gallery. This is the 
received by the 


award 


Boston S ynagogue Disa ppearance M ystery Explained 


By HARRY CUSHING 

BOSTON, Mass.—The strange disappearance 
of the Beth Jacob synagogue has finally been 
explained--but not to the satisfaction of the 
parties concerned. 

The edifice, for many years, popularly Known 
as the Wall street synagogue, vanished from 
Its West End site, leaving officials of the Cape 
Ann Savings Bank of Gloucester, which holds 
4 $25,000 mortgage on it, mystified and irri- 
tated. 

What happened to the building was that the 
city of Boston had it torn down last July be- 
fause it was in a dangerous condition. The edi- 
fice had fallen into disrepair and has been 
abandoned by its former supporters. The Jews 
of the West End, once the center of New Eng: 

land Jewish life, have moved to other parts 


eo 


of the city and those who still remain have 
joined the only remaining large synagogue in 
the district. 

Building Commissioner Joseph T. Shea was 
the one who finally cleared up the mystery. In 
fact, he didn’t regard the disappearance of the 
building a mystery at all. He was however 
surprised that anyone was looking for the build- 
ing. He was even more surprised to learn that 
a prospective buyer had come around to look 
the building over before deciding on the pur- 
chase. The prospective buyer had returned to 
John T. Burns of Newton, agent for the bank, 
with the news that the building had vanished. 

The bank now wants to recover its invest- 
ment. And the city wants someone to pay the 
cost of removing the building. Nobody is happy. 


ond World War to head a major veterans organization. 


Modern Maccabee Story 
On ‘Eternal Light’ 


Special 

NEW YORK “The Lantern 
in the Inferno,” a story about a 
modern Maccabee, by Morton 
Wishengrad, will be presented on 
the Eternal Light on Sunday, 
Dec. 9, over NBC at 11:00 a. m. 
WEAF 12 Noon, EST. Rabbi 
Felix A. Levy of Chicago, will de- 
liver a brief address at the con- 
clusion of the broadcast. 


To Honot Rabbi White 


Special 
SAN FRANCISCO—This co:n- 
munity will honor Rabbi Saul 


E. White of Temple Beth Sholom 
at a dinner Dec. 16 which will 
mark the tenth anniversary of 
his service here. Guest speaker 
will be Rabbi Jacob Weinstein 
of K.A.M. Temple in Chicago. 


Queen Victoria to George VI,” by 
Arthur Berriedale Keith, pub 
lished by Macmillan Co., Ltd. 
London 1940. Mr. Keith’s book is 
recommended to students. of 
Hunter College in a course on 
Constitutional History. 

The anti-Semitic passage is 
found in the preface of that book 
(page xxiii-xxiv) and refers to 
the question of illegal immigra 
tion into Palestine. Keith says 
that the determination of the 
Jewish community to ignore the 
generosity of the British people 
presents “unquestionably the 
best justification yet found for 
the German view of Jews as un- 
worthy to be citizens.” 


Dr. M. Karpf Resigns 
Post in Los Angeles 


Special 

LOS ANGELES, Calif.— Dr. 
Maurice J. Karpf, executive di- 
rector since Dec. 1941, of the Los 
Angeles Jewish Federation, h 
resigned. The board, afte 
month’s deliberation, reluctantly 
accepted his resignation effective 
on or before June 1, 1946. 


To Name Hospital 
After Maimonides 


Special 

SAN FRANCISCO—The $00,- 
000 hospital for the care of the 
chronic sick, the drive for which 
has been launched, will be called 
the Maimonides Health Center, 
honoring the Jewish physician 
and philosopher. 
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YESHIVA NOW UNIVERSITY; 
SAYS FIRST OUTSIDE PALESTINE 


Ss 


the first to be established in the 


pecial i ; 
NEW YORK—Expansion of Yeshiva College into a University, 


long history of the Jewish people 


outside of the Holy Land, and the addition of new graduate and 
undergraduate schools designed to make constructive and unprece- 
dented contributions to American and Jewish education, was made 


definite with authorization by the 
New York State Board of Re 
gents approving the corporate 
change-of-name from its present 
name, Rabbi Isaac Elchanan 
Theological Seminary and Yesh- 
iva College to Yeshiva Univer 
sity, with the right to confer six 
additional higher degrees. 

In order to avoid duplication 
with courses already in existence 
at local universities, Yeshiva has 
worked out bases for cooperation 
with qnetropolitan colleges and 
universities, and _ professional 
schools, whereby students attend- 
ing the graduate schools of Yesh- 
iva will be able to take courses 
also at these institutions and 
vice versa, Dr. Samuel Belkin, 
president, announced. The pro- 
gram of expansion is aimed on 
the graduate level primarily, and 
includes the opening of graduate 
schools of Community Adminis- 
tration and Social Research, Edu- 
cation, Adult Education, and a 
Graduate Department of Mathe- 
matics. 

Almost 1,000 students coming 
from 25 states in the United 
States and some 15 European 
countries attend Yeshiva Univer- 
sity. Some come also from such 
far places as Palestine, India, 
Iraq, South Africa, Venezuela, 
Peru, and Canada. 
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Argentine Jews Warn 
They'll Defend Selves 


Jewish Telegraphic Agency 

BUENOS AIRES—Anticipating 
further anti-Jewish violence, Jew- 
ish groups here have issued a 
warning stating that they are 
prepared to repel attacks by anti- 
Semitic hooligans on Jews or Jew- 
ish institutions. 

Slogans appeared on walls 
throughout the city this week 
reading: “Be Patriotic, Kill the 
Jews.” 

The Hakoah, Jewish sport or- 
ganization, addressed a note to 
Gen. Urdapilleta asking for gov- 
ernment measures to curb the in- 
creased anti-Jewish propaganda. 
The Government is also being 
flooded with protests from vari- 
ous democratic non-Jewish or- 
ganizations demanding that the 
authorities cease tolerating anti- 
Semitic activities. 

The front page of a new weekly 
publication, Unidad Democratica, 
is entirely devoted to denouncing 
the anti-Jewish acts in the coun- 
try. 

A delegation of Jewish leaders 
called upon Gen Filipe Urdapil- 
leta, Minister of the Interior, and 
protested to him against the re- 
current anti-Jewish disturbances 
here. The delegation complained 
that twenty policemen broke into 
the Y.M.H.A. premises on Nov. 24, 
and arrested several people there. 
The Jewish leaders requested that 
the Minister institute an investi- 


i gation in order to establish the 
| responsibility of the police so that 


the guilty may be punished. 


Rabbi Max Arzt 
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Rabbi Julian B. Feibleman 


splendid paper has 
institution.’ 


Chaplain Sidney I. Goldstein 


Post 


a sine qua non in 
my reading for the week.’’ 


» without question the best Jew- 
ish weekly newspaper 
the United States today.’’ 


Dr. Robert Gordis 


Jewish Theological Seminary, 
*. .. it possesses, unlike far too many 
vitality of out- 
and forthrightness of exp-es- 





European Leaders 


Fly Here For UJA Meet 
Special 


NEW YORK—Jewish lead- 
ers from Germany, Italy and 
Czechoslovakia will fly to the 
United States to attend the na- 
tional conference of the United 
Jewish Appeal to open Dec. 
15 at Atlantic City. 

Dr. Leo Baeck, chief rabbi of 
Berlin, who was a prisoner for 
two years at Theresienstadt, 
Renso Levi, of Rome, and Dr. 
Imrich Rosenberg of Prague, 
have accepted invitations to at- 
tend the conference. 





Says Stop Immigration, 
Have Too Many Aliens 


Special 


PHILADELPHIA, Pa.—A call 
for increased restrictions on im- 
migration was made by C. B. 
Helms, State secretary of the 
Patriot Order Sons of America. 
“It’s time to cease making United 
States the dumping ground of 
the world. Even now we have 
more unnaturalized foreign born 
people here than we can adjust 
and assimilate to American 
ideals and principles,” he said. 





Councilman’s Recall 
Sought for Aiding Smith 


Special 


LOS ANGELES, Calif. — An- 
gered because Councilman Mead 
McClanahan personally = spon- 
sored Gerald L. K. Smith on his 
recent appearance here, voters in 
the 13th Councilmaniec District 
this week are getting signatures 
to a petition asking for a special 
recall election. 


General Urdapilleta told the 
delegation that he recognizes that 
anti-Jewish agitation -exists in 
Buenos Aires and promised en- 
ergetic measures. The Jews in 
Argentina, he said, deserve the 
some consideration as all other 
inhabitants of the country. 


Rabbi Israel H. Levinthal 


Theological Seminary 
- a fearless champion of truth.” “Il have been 


Rabbi Elmer Berger 


Philadelphia, 
. You are unique... 


paper and I feel that it deserves the 
support of American Jewry.” 


Pennsylvania 


ths sale Rabbi Abraham J. Levy 
publish a paper Philadelphia 
nd not “1 find The Post to be the best 
” Anglo-Jewish weekly in America...” 
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isn’t afraid to print honest comment 

as American on Jewish life, and that has a 
English weekly and healthy respect for the importance 


of ideas.’ 


Rabbi Max Reichler 
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appearing in 
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Rabbi Theodore N. Lewis 
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Post is the best Anglo- 
n the country. It ts 
point of view of cover- 
sh news, of stimulating 
editorial opinion and 
ire to serve the cause 
israel.’’ 


Rabbi Sidney L. Regner 


outstanding Jewish weekly in Ameri- 
‘must’ 


Rabbi Benjamin Schultz 


“The Post... 
American Jew. 
right and frank; and seeks the news 


a 
JEWISH OFFICERS AIDED D.p,4 


YW eas 


THRU KNOWLEDGE OF F ALCONRy 


Special 

‘NEW YORK—Lt. Irwin Salz, 
role in the success of D-Day by his 
—falconry. 


Deal, N. J., played an jmp 
knowledge of a 17th century gat 


The lieutenant’s historic role had to do with reviving the 


lost art of falconry at Camp Miles Standish, Mass., 


the English Channel. 

Falconry, popular some 200 
years ago, is the sport of hunting 
birds by means of trained birds 
of prey. Salz had amused himself 
by collecting books on the sub- 
ject and training and using fal- 
cons. It was through his book 
purchases that he was traced by 
the army when it encountered a 
tough problem. 

The problem: Some time be- 
fore D-Day England would have 
to be sealed off from the rest of 
the world. Cable communication 
could be watched. Telephone 
could be forbidden. Diplomatic 
pouches could be held up. But the 
Germans had a pigeon cote at 
Cherbourg and it was reasonable 
to assume that their agents had 
homing pigeons hidden in Eng- 
land. These birds had to be 
stopped. 

Sharpshooters along the Chan- 





and later, Ove 
ee 
nel coast already hag bro 
down some pigeons, but thig ot 
not a complete answer, waa 
someone remembered fa} 
and the army sought out 
asking book dealers 
names of customers w 
books about that 
dead kings. 
Almost before he knew Ww 
had happened to him, Salz yw, 
in a lieutenant’s uniform and ” 
his way overseas with Somethin 
called “army pigeon projects 
which included a few other mp 
and all the falcons the an 
could get its hands on Quickly, 
It is comparatively easy ‘aa 
falcons to patrol a long stretc, 
such as the Channel] because 
pigeons fly only on Certain wel, 
defined migratory routes. é 
British took the falcons oyt and 


COnry_, 
Salz 
for the 
ho bough; 
Sport of lone. 





Special 


NEW YORK—The Young Meg's Hebrew Associat 


Street and Lexington Avenue, 


NEW YORK YM-YWHA COMBINED, 
SEXES USE POOL, 


brought down hundreds of birds 





GYM TOGETHER 


ion at 92ng 


for 72 years one of the largest com, 


munity centers for men in the world, formally became a co-educy 


tional organization and will now be known as the Young 


Young Women’s Hebrew Associati 
No Informatior on Report 
WASHINGTON—White House 
secretary Charles G. Ross told a 
press conference that he had no 
information on a report appear- 
ing in the press stating that the 
Soviet Government had asked to 
participate in discussions on the 
Palestine problem. 
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3 Men’s ang 
on, according to an announcement 
by Louis M. Loeb, president, 

In becoming a Co-educational 
group, the Y.M.H.A. absorbed all 
residents and membership actiy, 
ities of the Y.W.H.A. located prior 
to the war at 31 West 110th Street 
and is allowing use of facilitie 
to men and women at the same 
time. 

“Co-education was the key that 
enabled us to keep our facilities 
always available to the member. 
ship of both organizations, and 
with more than 9,000 members 
demanding them, we would have 
been hard put to manage other. 
wise. Even we now have a 
waiting list of 1500 persons,” Mr, 
Loeb said. 


so, 


“Young men and women use the 
Swimming pool, the gymnasium 
and other athletic, recreational 
and cultural facilities together, 
This may well start a new trend 


in community activities, making 
for more efficient administration 
and economic use of facilities,” 
stroock Publication 
Fund Set Up at JTS 
NEW YORK T] establish 
Jewish Televranhie Ageney 
ment of Shi Publication 
Fund, to of Jewish 
schol irship and research, was 
I nced } ‘he fund will be 
established at t Jewish Theo 
logical Sen hrough a gift 
made by Allan M. Stroock anda 
bequest of the late Hilda Stroock 
in memory of > Jewish 
leader Sol M. Stroock, ‘his wife 
and Robert Stroock. 
120 Days For Report 
Jewish Telegraphic Ageney 
WASHINGTON—The Gover 


ments of the United States and 
Great Britain have agreed t 
urge upon the committee appoint: 
ed to consider the Palestine ques 
tion that they report within 12 
days of the inception of the it 
quiry. 


The One and Only 
Fine Upholstered Furniture Dy 
Cleaning and Polishing servi 
Work done in homes, © 4 
showrooms. Dries in 1 hour, ae 
ther upholstery cleaned, polishes 
your premises. Carpeting os 
cleaned, shampooed on your por 
Dries in $3 hours. All work 4 
anteed. Work done in all five 
oughs. Non-flammable chemicals 
used. 


——t 
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jeaish Medical Stu dents Admitted 
i German Schools, Ist Since Hitler 


FRANKF URT-AM-MAIN— Seventeen Jewish students, the first 
ed to German universities since Hitler’s rise to power, 
ited in medical arn@l pre-medical courses in Marburg 


Heidelberg universities, it was announced here by the Joint 





vgettiements”’ 


in Germany was reported to be adequate by 


Arrangements for matriculation and 


Soldiers Give Chanukah 
Parties For Children 


Jewish Telegraphic 


BRUSSELS 


Agency 


Jewish children 


of Brussels were the guests of 
Allied Jewish soldiers stationed 
here, at a Chanukah party on 
Sunday at the Allied Forces Club. 
Another party was held at Ma- 
lines where the Jewish Brigade, 


which is stationed there, will act 


as host to the children. The sol- 
diers had been collecting choco 
lates and other sweets for weeks 


to serve as gifts. 


POSITION OF DPs ADEQUATE. 
BYRON PRICE TELLS TRUMAN 


Jewish displaced persons in 
Byron 


price, former director of the office of censorship, in a memorandum 


released by President Truman. 


Price went to Germany as a special representative of the Presi- 


gent to study the relationship be 
tween the American occupation 
forces and the German people, 
and submitted his report to the 
President on Nov. 9. “These un- 
fortunate people are not living 
under the best of conditions,” he 
reported, “but I received no com- 
plaints of physical suffering.” 
‘Price said that at the special 
request of General Eisenhower, 
he visited, during October, sev- 
wal of the centers which house 
the remaining 400,000 displaced 
persons in the American zone, 
four of which were reserved fo1 
Jews, These are located at Stutt- 
gart, Feldafing, Wolfratshausen 
and Deggendorf. 

“None of these is a ‘camp’ in 
the ordinary sense,”’ Price de- 
dared. “With few exceptions the 
uildings are of permanent win- 
terized construction, mostly stone 
or brick, equipped with hospitals 
and community kitchens, and 




































mnasium § heated, The residents are free to 
‘reational § ome and go at will. In only one 
together, § instance did I observe overcrowd- 
ew trend § ing and that situation was being 
, making @ remedied. There appeared to be 
istration § no serious shortage of medicines, 
ilities.” § clothing or blankets, but nowhere 
was there sufficient cleaning ma- 
terial. The official records showed 
n adaily ration of 2,300 to 3,800 cal- 
' ies, far in excess of the Euro- 
pean average.” 
»stablish: - * ’ 
lication § Editor’s Note: Reports from 
f Jewish @ Jewish observers conflict with 
ch, was Mt. Price’s observations, as does 
d will be fe report of Earl Harrison. The 
sh Theo Post has just received a first per- 
h a git " account of conditions from 
anda fg tte American Jewish Conference 
Stroock § Yhich clearly indicates that the 
Jewish & Stuation of the DPs is bad both 
his wife Physically and from a morale 
standpont, 
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18,000 Candles Flown 


To Germany In Bomber 
Jewish Telegraphic Ageney 
FRANKFURT-AM-MAIN 
More than 48,000 candles and 
400 menorahs, flown here from 
Palestine in an American 
bomber, augmented the local 
supply of candles to help the 
Jews of Germany celebrate 
Chanukah for the first time in 
ten years. Arrangements for 
the flight were made with the 
U .S. Army by the Joint Dis- 
tribution Committee. 


UNRRA to Take Over 
British DP Camps 


Jewish Telegraphic Agency 

LONDON—British military 
thorities have signed an agree- 
ment with the United Nations 
Relief and Rehabilitation Admin- 
istration which provides that all 
the camps for displaced persons 
in the British zone will be turned 
over to UNRRA. 

The camps will be taken over 
gradually in view of the fact 
that UNRRA faces a shortage of 
personnel. The first phase is ex- 
pected to be completed by Dec. 
31 and the final process will be 
completed by February. The 
British army will continue to be 
responsible for supplying food, 
fuel, clothing and accommoda- 
tion for the camps. 


2 More Cities Decide 
No on ‘Budgeting’ 


Special 





Al 


NEW YORK — Adding their 
voices to more than a score of 


other American Jewish communi- 
ties, member agencies of the 
Council of Jewish Federations 
and Welfare Funds, who have 
gone on record as opposing the 


introduction of a national bud. 
geting system, the Jewish Wel 


fare Federation of Dallas, Texas 
and the Jewish Community Coun- 
cil of Passaic, N. J., have in- 
structed their deleg&tes to the 
General Assembly of the CJFWF 
to vote against the proposal. 
To Revive Jewish World 
Special 

PHILADELPHIA, Pa. — Isidor 
Neibauer will revive the defunct 
Jewish World, the Yiddish daily, 
as the “New Jewish World” some- 
time this month. Neibauer, who 
was for 25 years political writer 
for the “Jewish World,” will com- 
bine his present “Jewish Voice” 
with the new publication, which 
will be 60% English and 40% 
Jewish. 





Streicher Farm Now 


Used To Train Jews 
Jewish Telegraphic Agency 
NUREMBURG — A mode! 
350 acre farm near here, for- 
merly the property of Julius 
Streicher, will be used for 
training Jews who plan to emi- 
Palestine, it an- 
nounced this week by the Joint 
Distribution Committee, which 
will the The 
farm, which was transferred 
the JDC by the Military 
Government is equipped 
the most farm ma 
chinery and has comparatively 
comfortable 


grate to was 


operate farm. 
to 
with 
modern 


living quarters, 





Jews Ready io Leave 
Poland, Rabbi Reports 


Jewish Teles Agency 
LONDON —-There are between 

seventy and eights thousan 

Jewish survivors in Poland and 


practically all of them would like 


to leave that country if possib 


it was disclosed here by Rabbi 
Solomon Schoenfeld, leader of 
the Union of Orthodox Congrega 
tions 

Reporting at a meeting on his 
recent visit to Poland, Rabbi 


Schoenfeld said that feay of anti 
Semitism and persecution in Po 
land that at 
20,000 Jews still holding tea 


forged 


is so great least 


are 


identification papers in 


which they are listed as non 
Jews. More than 2,000 Jewish 
children are still in the custody 


of non-Jewish homes, public and 
private, he said. 

He said the plight of the Jews 
in Poland is a sad one despite th: 
efforts of the Polish Government 
to alleviate conditions. The only 
organization in Poland “doing a 
rally fine job,” he 
UNRRA. 


reported, is 


Austrians Elect No Jew 
But Many Anti-Semites 


Jewish Telegraphie Agency 
VIENNA~— Jewish leaders 
view with alarm the 
the recent -elections in Austria, 
pointing that while not a 
single Jew was elected to the Na- 
tional well 
known anti-Semites won seats. 
Anticipating that as a result of 
this development the position of 
officials in the civil 
service will be strengthened, 
leaders of the Vienna Jewish 
Community indicated to a corre 
spondent of the Jewish Tele- 
graphic Agency that under these 
new circumstances, it is doubtful 
whether Jewish from 
Austria will repatriation. 
The results of the elections, these 
leaders said, made even the sur 


here 
results of 


out 
several 


Council, 


anti-Jewish 


refugees 
seek 


viving Jews in Austria more de 
termined to emigrate. 


MATRIMONIAL 
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Doct Dentists, Tear 
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I Think as I Please 


By MRS. CARL ALPERT 


American Chalutzim for Palestine? 
NUMBER of Zionist leaders, most re¢ ently Dr. James G. Hefler, 

















Pp 


A Pales- 


tine from this country, and have given the impression that American 


have spoken about the coming wave of immigration to 


Jewish youth is ready in large numbers to fulfill Aliyah. Several 
Palestinians visiting this country in recent years have returned to 
Palesfine with the same report 

While it is true that interest in such Aliyah has increased, due 
in large measure to the efforts of oups li Hechalutz, it is ridic 
ulous, as things stand at preser to think ippreciable 
youth movement fron for \ ( 

THERE MIGHT conceivably be tin when our young men and 
women will turn to Palestine as a solution to their pei il prob- 
lems—-but that time has not yet come in this day of high wv ( ind 
post-war prosperity. It requires an unusual and remarkable rree 
of courage to turn one’s ba on the security which America seems 
to offer, to reject the familiar present for a difficult and unknown 
future, and American Jewish boys and girls are not yet cut fron 
the pioneer stock which drives t} to self-eff ement 

Even the chalutzim of Europe who have built the Palestine 1 
know in the past twenty years, it should bs ecalled, came to the 
land as the only alternative to lives of poverty and frustration in 
Foland and elsewhere. Chalutz life was no great personal sacrifice, 
considering the lives they left behind 

ATTEMPTS have been made to sell the idea of chalutziut to 
Zionist youth here, but those who have gone through with their 
plans have been few indeed. Any one familiar with the history of 


ftiashomer Hatzair in America knows how many boys and girls who 


have vowed to go to Palestine have, for one reason or another. been 
unable to fulfill Aliyah. 
More recently there has been talk of industrial chalutziut, of 


interesting Americans in pursuits other than agricultural, for which 
Palestine has need. This appeal may have more success, but it will 
still require little short of a great economic depression, or a wave 
intensive anti-Semitism 
young people, before they 
country in any large numbers. 


ot catastrophe hitting home personally to 


our will be interested in leaving this 


SOME YOUNG MEN coming out of the armed forces are curious 
about Palestine, and inquire about opportunities for “making a 
living” there. Their interest is based on curiosity alone, and not on 
any knowledge of what Palestine like. Many of them are indi- 
vidualists who would be discouraged by the emphasis on the cooper- 
ative life there, and while a few might retain that interest, most of 
them will regard it as but a passing fancy. 

To be sury 


is 


all this represents a challenge to the chalutz move- 
ments, and poses the question for Zionist youth groups as to whether 
they want to build an American membership or a Kibbutz Aliyah. 
As indicated above, circumstances beyond our control may in a few 
years completely alter the picture, and answer these problems for us. 
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Jewish Oddities 


LEVY BEN GERSON 
INVENTED 
THE FIRST 
INSTRUMENT | 
FOR OBSERVING 
THE STARS 





ete 

WAS ASEA 

QUADRANT ANDO 
WAS CALLED 

“JACOB'S STAFF! 





EVIL Ben Gershon was born in 1288 and died circa 
L 1344. He was also known as Leon de Bagnols and, 
in Latin, as Magister Leo Hebraeus., He began the study 
of philosophy at a very early age, and was not quite 
thirty years old when he began to write the “Milhamot 
Adonai,” the philosophical work which brought him great 
renown. He earned a livelihood probably by the practice 
of medicine. 

He was a prolific writer and his werk includes man) 
volumes , among them being a commentary on the bible 
and a treatise on astronomy. The latter volume consists 
of 136 chapters, wherein Levi gives a description of an 
instrument which he had invented for precise astrono- 
mical observation and which he calls “megalleh ammuk- 
kot.” There are also astronomical tables and the results 
of many years of astronomical observations. 

The chapters dealing with the new instrument were 
translated into Latin by order of Pope Clement VI (1342). 
Later the whole work was translated into Latin. 

Although a distinguished Talmudist, Levi ben Gershon 
never held a rabbinical office. His commentary on’ the 
Bible displays his command of the Arabic tongue in addi- 
tion to Hebrew and Latin. He makes frequent compari- 
son between the Hebrew and Arabic words in his com- 
mentary, while he speaks of Latin as the language of the 
Christians, 


—Institulional Synagogue 
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Lewis on Books 
By DR. THEODORE N. LEWIS 








REFORM JEWISH PRACTICE “Hukkoth Hagoyim.” A good il- 


AND ITS RABBINIC BACK- lustration is the covering of the 
GROUND; Solomon B. Free- mirrors in the house of mourn- 
hof, Hebrew Union College ing, which appeared first in Scot- 
Press; 183 pages. land and in Germany, and for 
: which there is no basis in Jewish 

A COMMON fallacy widely sey 
= encouraged and dissemin- yy the introduction, the author 
ated by opponents is that Reform qocjares his purpose to deal with 
Judaism has abolished and abro- «onjy those traditional laws and 
gated Jewish customs and prac: oystgms which are connected 
tice out of pure convenience OF \oith aetual prevalent 2eform 
whim, and with no regard for ))actices.” The reduction of the 
Rabbinic principle or law. rich and inspiring Jewish disci- 
This small and excellent vol pline to customs revolving around 
ume by Doctor Freehof on Re Worship, marriage and death indi- 
form Jewish ee cates religious poverty. Through- 






-antirea eo 1 . ; 
practice should out the ages, Judaism has found 
rich expression not only in the 
synagogue but outside, in the 


home, and in the daily life. When 


dispel this ob 


stinate prejud 


ice. Instead otf 


being a break such ceases to be the case, the 
with tradition, Synagogue of necessity becomes 
many a Reform 3 ineffective, as it is today. Until 
Jewish practice Jewish life becomes richer and 


more significant, till it comes to 
Jewish content, the Synagogue 
will continue to be the stepchild 
of American Israel. 

The joy which opponents of 
Reform may derive from this 
frank confession is unwarranted 
in the face of the shocking truth 
that “there is unfortunately as 
little observance of the dietary 
laws among Reform Jews as 
there is among millions of other 
modern Jews, and also as little 
observance of the _ traditional 
laws of Sabbath rest.” Reform 
Jews are not alone in leading im- 
poverished Jewish lives. All 
American Jews, irrespective of 
the label they wish to attach to 
themselves, be it Conservative 
or Orthodox, are in an _ identi- 
cally tragic predicament. In their 


is actually a re- ; 
turn thereto. For — 
many an_ inno- LEWIS 
vation introduced by Reform 
there is good rabbinic authority, 
despite the violent denunciation 
of those who resent the changes. 
The subject of this study is a 
large body of practices classified 
under the following headings— 
“Public Worship,” “Marriage and 
Divorce,” “Naming of Children 
and Circumcision,” and lastly 
“Burial and Mourning.” The au- 
thor not only indicates how the 
Reform Jewish practice differs 
from the Orthodox, but which is 
more important, gives the au- 
thority for the departure, and in 
addition, quite frequently, the 
history and evolution of the cus- 
tom in question. The manner in 





which Reform Judaism dealt daily life the latter in the main 

with certain practices is often differ not a particle either in be- 

not a violation of, but a return lief or practice from Reform 

to, tradition. Jews, and are as spiritually poor. 
* « * a * * 


HAD REFORM Judaism been 
more sensitive to some of the 
more ingrained religious habits 
of the Jewish masses, the likeli- 
hood is that it would have gained 
a much larger and more popular 
following than it enjoys today. 
The removal of the hat at wor. 
ship is by far the most important 
obstacle to its spread. If there is 
any one Jewish custom without 
warrant in Biblical or Rabbinic 
law, and utterly out of harmony 
with our Western civilization, it 
is the wearing of the hat. Yet by 
some peculiar and unaccountble 
twist of religious development, 
this oriental symbol of rever- 
ance, completely out of harmony 
with the habits of our present 
environment, has come to be re- 
garded as the very essence of 
Jewish piety, as the chief token 
of Jewish religiosity. 

Though the transcendent im- 
portance attached to the “yar. 
mulke” is irrational, yet nothing 
has interfered with the spread 
and popularity of Reform Jucda- 
ism as much as the discarding 
of this object. Thousands of 
Jews who never go to an Ortho- 
dox Synagogue because the serv- 
ice means nothing to them refuse 
to enter a Reform Temple since 


“PUBLIC WORSHIP” opens 
with a discussion as to why Re- 
form Jews observe one day of 
the holiday instead of two. An 
illuminating essay on the Jewish 
calendar follows, describing how 
it was fixed in ancient times, 
how it is determined today, and 
why one day is sufficient since 
an error in calculation simply 
cannot occur. The conclusion that 
the “Reform movement reverted 
to the Biblical observance of the 
length of the festivals” is incon- 
trovertible. Why the Reform 
service is chiefly in the vernacu- 
lar, how the Torah is read in the 
Reform Synagogue, why men 
worship without the hat, why the 
women’s gallery has been abol- 
ished, and many other practices, 
will prove most illuwinating to 
many, and particularly to those 
who cannot realize that for many 
of these deviations there is am- 
ple Rabbinic precedent and au- 
thority. 

Under “Marriage and Divorce,” 
Dr. Freehof explains why Re- 
form Judaism dispenses with 
the Ketubah, why it has abro- 
gated the “Get,” why the Hup- 
pah is not deemed an essential, 
etc. The attitude of Reform 
towards “Intermarriage” and 


“Mixed Marriages” will be worship with a bare head is in 
“news” to many Jews. their eyes synonymous with at- 
Be nied Me tending a Christian church serv- 

UNDER “Buria! and Mourn. ‘°° 
ing,” the practice of Reform Ju- That so ludicrous a cause 
daism touching mausoleums, au- should keep from the Reform 
topsy, cremation, flowers, shivah, Temple literally thousands of 


Jews who are now alienated 
from the Synagogue, is truly de- 
plorable. It is tragic both for Re- 
form and for the hosts who 
would find in the Reform syna- 
gogue the spiritual satisfaction 
they seek. 

On the occasion when the He- 
brew Union College celebrates 
the seventieth anniversary of its 
founding, this learned volume by 


suicide, ete., is discussed in de- 
tail. In almost every case, the 
Reform Jewish custom differs 
from the Orthodox, and with ex- 
cellent Rabbinic authority. In 
this area particularly, many cus- 
toms which go under the name 
of “Orthodox” are nothing but 
mere superstitions, actuaily bor- 
rowed from the Gentiles, and 
falling under the classification of 


YOUR NAME | 


By N. PEARLROTH 


If you want the derivation of your 





name traced and explained, write to 
Mr. Pearlroth, The Jewish Post, Box 
1638, Indianapolis, Ind. 


Dear Mr. Pearlroth, 

I’ve always been curious of 
the origin of my name, which 
is Slive. I understand it is the 
same name my people used in 
Russia. 

Yours sincerely, 
HARRY SLIVE 
1505 E. Genesee St., 
Sryacuse, N. Y. 
SLIVE 

“Sliva” means “a plum” in all 
of the Slavonic languages. But 
your name has nothing to do with 
any fruit. It is much more inter- 
esting. 

In the olden days when victor- 
ious soldiers would return from 
the wars in the Balkans, in Po- 
land and in Russia their women- 
folk would line the streets 
greet the returning warriors with 
the cry of “Slava” (Glory). Some 
women would name their girl 
children ‘‘Slava” to commemorate 
the event. Jewish mothers adop- 
ted the custom. One of your ma- 
ternal ancestors was named Slava 
and when her son was summoned 
by the Government authorities 
in the early part of the 19th cen- 
tury to assume a family name he 
chose his mother’s personal name 
as his family’s surname. In Jew- 
ish “Slava” was garbled to 
“Sluve” or “Slive.” 





Dear Mr. Pearlroth, 

In The Nation I read an ar- 
ticle by Eliahu Ben Horin. In 
the last issue of The Post you 
mention a colony in Palestine 
called Beth Oren. My parents 
come from Kovno and were 
called Horen or Oren. Could 
you please let me know the 
meaning and background of 
this name? 

Lt. (j.g.) WILLIAM OREEN 
890 Flushing Ave. 

Brooklyn 5, N. Y.. 

* . * 

“Ben Horin” means “a son of 
the nobility.” It is the same word 
as Gen. Wallace’s famous book 
title “Ben Hur.” “Beth Horen” 
means “The House of the Nobil- 
ity” in the sense of “Freeborn.” 
But your name has nothing to do 
with either of these terms. Oren is 
the Hebrew name Aaron in the 
Jewish vernacular of the Russian 
province of Volhynia. The name 
dates to 1815 when an ancestor of 
yours assumed his father’s He- 
brew name Aaron as his family 
appellation. You share this name 
with a fabulous sovereign. If you 
ever read the Arabian Nights you 
must be familiar with Sultan 
Harun al Rashid His name can be 
translated as “Aaron the Just.” 





3 Canadian Jews 
Raise Check $250,000 


Jewish Telegraphic Agency 
NEW YORK —The scientific 


discoveries by Dr. Chaim Weiz- 
mann “were of great help to the 
democracies in winning the first 
and second World Wars,” Pres- 
ident Truman said in a message 
addressed to Dr. Weizmann on 
the occasion of his 71st birthday 
which was observed at a dinner 
at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. 

All the balconies were filled 
with guests, each of whom paid 
$12.50 for a ticket, and even the 
side halls were also crowded. 
One of the interesting sidelights 
of the dinner was the fact that 
the check for Dr. Weizmann was 
originally for $1,000,000 but 
shortly before it was presented 
three Canadian Jews said that 
they would add $250,000, Two 
thousand guests attended the af- 
fair. 





a distinguished alumnus will be 
read with profit by all Jews. 





to 
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By RABBI BENJAMIN SCHULTZ 


———_ 





Policemen Protected Fascists 
Just Like Storm Troopers 
ss OO!” said Edward G. Robin- 
son when he saw Gerald L. 
K. Smith. The famous actor 
joined with thousands of adoles- 
cents in picketing a Los Angeles 
Robinson carried a 
placard, and cli- 
maxed his lib- 
eral career by 
sending “a mes- 
sage to Freiheit 


fascist rally. 


readers.” And 
here it is: 
“Death to fas- 


cism!” His eyes 
were “flaming 
fire.’ After he 
caw the graves 
soldiers overseas, 


of 
Robinson continued, he found it 


American 


“unbelievable” that this high 
school could be used for a Smith 
rally. (Gerald personally hurried 
through the throng. He looked 
like a “pyromaniac.” On his face 
was a sort of leer. “Green eyes, 
like a wolf’s.”) And, concluded 
the politically-minded star, “This 
is not a Jewish matter alone. It 
is a matter for all peoples.” ‘Po- 
licemen everywhere,” asserts the 
correspondent, “faithfully pro- 
tected the fascists. So faithfully, 
that you could have accepted 
them as storm troopers.” 


* * * 


Forcible Assimilation 
Now Being Tried 

Last week we quoted the thesis 
that many liberals would like to 
be rid of Jews somehow. Like 
Bevin, they want the Jews to as- 
similate. And like Bevin (accord- 
ing to a Journal writer) what 
they privately want is Conversion. 
Now comes a special London dis- 
patch to the Journal. Slovakia, it 
Says, is determined to assimilate 
the Slovakian Jews “forcibly.” In 
countey towns, “police force the 
Jews to open their stores on Sat- 
urday, and to say their Sabbath 
prayers on Sunday. The police 
also compel Jews to pray not in 
Hebrew, but in Slovak.” Which 
gives point to a Chanukah quip 
of the Journal’s: “Olden heroes 
fought against one ‘Anti’—Anti- 
ochus. But teday’s heroes must 
struggle with a lot of Antis: Anti- 
semite; Anti-Judaism; Anti-Zion- 
ism.” 

* * * 

Hitler Will Be Worshipped 
In the Future 

The nervous S. Dingal (Day) 
is anguished by “symptoms” 
which bode ill for “the future of 
the Jews—and not just stateless 
and homeless Jews.” His alarm- 
ing hint stems from a news report 
that a British fascist bought a 
bust of Hitler for $2,000. The man 
also said that Hitler was like 
Jesus; for the latter also was 
persecuted; “and those who made 
life miserable for him, are the 
underdogs today;” and Hitler, -too, 
will be worshipped in the future. 
Dingal exclaims he has not seen 
any Christian group protest 
against this sacrilege; and so he 
is jittery. 

s¢ 8 © 

Fight for Customers 
On the Cemeteries 

As long as we speak of anti- 
Semitism, certain minor contribu- 
ting causes around New York 
should not be ignored. If you go 
to a cemetery, you will be but- 
tonholed by aggressive chanters 
of the memorial prayer, “El Mo- 
lay Rachamim.” They com- 
pete for coins and dollars. And 
beside the graves, they fight. One 
of them, according to the Freiheit, 
knocked out the tooth of another, 
because he had “stolen his cus- 
tomer.” The victim sued the other 
in a criminal court. Fertunately, 
messy publicity was avoided when 
the Jewish employee of the court 


* ; Pee, 
succeeded in getting them t) : 





Jewish Conciliation Court ins 
Here the volunteer judges Sco] 
them both, and demandeq t 


the cemeteries stop the whole oa 





rageous traffic in human and 
ligious sentiment. ™% 
Broeklyn Ghetto s 
Won’t Forget Bummy Histe 
“Bummy Davis,” famous py 
fighter, was killed in a tay ' H 
> ’ a tavern den 
ing the New York crime ae pres 
But Bummy, declares mn pr. Juli 
y; ares the Frejhe i BY 
was not a oum. His name Was pWwISH 
contraction of the Hebrew A ne 0: 
ham. What’s more, he Was ay ehater 


“anti-fascist.””, Many a hate} 
bec : er ish asseé 
Coughlinite feared him, Pi. Jewish & 





could handle many of the bal 
once. If it had not raineg later : 
, ined that jderatic 
week, he might have live still to the 
He delayed his trip to Florida and — 
witnessed a hold-up in @ bar, ang how, in av 
courageously gave battle, 4 mo. hostile tl 
ment later, he was dead. The geen ; 
Brooklyn ghetto will not soon for. the tacit < 
get him. mous assul 
vironment 
Contribute to Med Schools hostile, an 
If You Want Jew: Admittea jp i 204 § 
Medical school discriminatio, Palestine, ' 
remarks the Forward’s Ziviog be native, 
could be alieviated. Let the Jews ducive to 
contribute heavily to such , | ™ 
leges. “If you want the say— Consequi 
then you must vay.” And he ge jy 1 with 
clares tartly that most uniye, § @y intmé 
sities are private institutions of progress 
Zivion feels encouraged by Dy §™ cultur 
Adoph Koch, of Newark, wh ands of t 
opened New Jersey’s first medica | *° hear a 
college. “The new young medical Judaism @ 
school knows not of discrimin § % this . 
tion. It is liberal; and Jews must alarmist , 
see to it that it remains that way quite as if 
forever.” ate, even | 
+ ¢ 6 whole tas! 
born, losin 
Jews Threatening 2 Senators cluded lif 
With Defeat Over Palestine as far rer 
The Jews are “threatening” two § the contar 
Senators with defeat. According § influence 
to the Day, Washington corre § holding o 
spondent Pheips Adams reports § ancient 
Jewish leaders are disgusted with § with utr 
the Democratic party on the Pak ff pound, e' 
estine issue, and consider break ff as slowly 
ing with it. Two men will bh § with cons 
vitally affected this year. James ff mately sa 
Mead, of New York, and Joseph § may of tt 
Guffey, of Pennsylvania, dare not & jp distinc 
risk our people’s ire. Adams There a 
claims Jews are preparing 4 lit  vinistic 0] 
of promises (including Roose § ig cultur 
velt’s), all of which were broken, § jefinitely, 
ae hostile er 
White Paper Already lands, if 
A Dead Issue—Granovsky Jewish cu 
The White Paper is ALREADY § ‘in, as tl 
a dead issue in Palestine, accoré jj #ems to 
ing to the Jewish National Funds § @ only, 


Abraham Granovsky. So writes fj bound, uw 
M. Z. Frank (Forward). There in the m: 
are many areas where Jews cam @ ‘mpestu: 
not buy land. But they ARE buy § ig sea. 1 
ing it—and ONLY in such areas @ ¥é may © 
That, he avers frankly, is the § the Dias, 
Fund’s policy. And Granovsky § #tve Je: 


advocates our giving him large § Presumat 
amounts to continue this policy, § nd yea 
which, he says, has secured more fj other, wh 
land AFTER the White Paper, § ‘tainly 


than before it. (This, combinel J dle it to 
with the “illegal” immigration § hope t 
into Palestine, seems to be d& fj ement | 
feating England already. It 8 tulture, J 
easy—just like that? I would like & culture, 
to see Granovsky’s statement veth ff ee, can 


fied). cha 
S 


z* 


* * * 


Al 


Should Stop Paying 
Officials for Speeches 

It’s about time, comments the § ALL T 
Day’s S. Niger, to stop paying if Miflcant 
the expenses of goyim from @ @M to J 
Washington, because they express if tion, 
sympathy with the Jews. They If Jew 
come and read speeches at batt a all, it 
quets, these big-shots. “Read Mtimilat 
because we have written #® # cesses, 7, 


speeches for them. But our culty 
waste more time and Nestor: 


(Continued on next page) | 











1875 SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT: 1945 : 


‘| HEBREW UNION COLLEGE 
= 70th ANNIVERSARY 


= 
| Historical Basis For Orthodoxy, Assimiliation, Reform Discussed 
avecgl nesident of Hebrew Union College Says Assimilation Touchstone Which Distinguished Judaism from Earliest Times 














me Wave M te 

n Morgenstern 
© Freihy fy By Dt Julian | | | { 
(Me waga eWISH culture today is still d 
Tew Abra, one of our most debatable i 


© Was a and debated topics. In almost any 
lateler ang Jewish assembly, no matter what 
N, for by imary purpose, sooner oF 


its pr 
them g Gis the discussion reverts to the 
ined that wnsideration of Jewish culture 


lived stiy, 4 to the puzzling question of 
*) Florida, ay in the midst of a strange and 
a bar, ang tostile environment, it may best 
le. A mo, o reserved. Very significantly, 
lead. The ES tact and practically unani- 
t soon fop. nous assumption is that the en- 

yironment is always strange and 

hostile. and that only in Pales- 
1001s tine, and specifically in a Jewish 


nitted Palestine, would the environment | 
a be native, sympathetic and con- 
S  Zivion, Rina ad 
‘ve to growth and develop 
the Jews a" iid 
: ment. 
be lB consequently only in connec- | 
a he tin with Palestine do we hear : 
- can any intimation of the possibility | 
situa’ of progress and expansion of Jew- 
0 ine | 
d by fe sh culture. In relation to the | 
‘Bunds of the Diaspora, so-called, 


ae we hear only of the survival of 
| rs Judaism and of Jewish culture, 


coal and this always is an extremely 
‘ews must alarmist and defeatist manner, 
that way quite as if the struggle is desper- 
” Bate, even hopeless, and as if our 
whole task were to fight a stub- | 
porn, losing battle by living a se- 
nators eluded life, separatist existence, 
stine as far removed as can be from 


ning” two # the contaminating, disintegrating 
According § influence of the outside world, 
on corre § holding on to every supposedly 
S reports # ancient ceremony and custom 
isted with # with utmost tenacity, giving 
1 the Pal. ground, even though surely, still 
ler break- § ys slowly as possible, retreating 
1 will be § with conscious dignity and ulti- 
r. James mately salvaging what little we 
id Joseph # may of that which we ‘believe to 
dare not & tp distinctively Jewish. 

Adams There are some who, with chau- 
ing a list § yinistic optimism, hold that Jew- 
z Roose Bish culture may persist even in- 
e broken § iefinitely, despite the strange and 
hostile environment of Diaspora 
ands, if only we can keep our 
Ky Jewish culture, or Jewish civiliza- 
LREADY & tion, as the more acceptable term 
e, accort  *ems to be today, intact, if we 
al Fund's @ (a2 only live as a rugged, rock- 
so writes Sound, unyielding Jewish island oe tin, eenenpstiestt le Pt At ELLEN, AEE 
). There @ in the midst of a hostile, angry, Br Be 
Tews cat @ 'empestuous, but futilely buffet- 
ARE buy: @ ing sea. But even so, the utmost 
ch areas § We may then accomplish here in 
,, ig the @ the Diaspora is still only to pre 
ranovsky @ Sve Jewish culture as it was 
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(Continued from preceding page) 
velop the modes and arts of agri- 
culture and agricultural life and 


spontaneously and 


civilization 
solely through their own efforts 
and experiences, even had they 


been inclined to do so. They had 
to acquire these speedily and ef- 
fectually, if they were live 
permanently and happily in the 
land of their conquest. 

a * * 

SO THEY TURNED to their 
Canaanite predecessors and pres- 
ent neighbors and borrowed from 
them, not merely the external 
modes and practices of agricul- 
ture, the manner of sowing the 
seed and reaping the crop, but 
also their entire agricultural civil- 
ization; borrowed this to such a 
degree in fact, that we know that 
the very language which we call 
Hebrew, and which has been re- 
vived and modernized in this pres- 
end day with such joyous pride as 
the very capstone of Jewish cul- 
ture, the vehicle of expression of 
the innermost Jewish soul, was 
not spoken by our ancestors orig- 
inally, but was instead the lang- 
uage of Palestine and was _ bor- 
rowed by the invading Israelite 
tribes from their Canaanite neigh- 
bors and was assimilated by them 
only after their settlement in 
their new homeland. We know 
too, Biblical traditions to the con- 
trary notwithstanding, that these 
Canaanites were not exterminat- 
ed, but that instead, after a few 
generations of desultory warfare, 
the invading Israelite tribes set- 
tled down alongside of them and 
intermarried and fused with 
them. 

Whether we should say with 
historical accuracy, that the 
Israelites assimilated the Canaan- 
ites or the Canaanites assimilated 
the Israelites, who knows? The 
incontestable fact is that in our 
Jewish blood today there is quite 
as much of Canaanite strain as 
Israelite, and the roots of Jewish 
culture are to be found, not in the 
desert alone, nor in pure, tribal 
Israelite antecedents alone, but 
in a fusion or syncretism of 
Israelite, desert-pastoral civiliza- 
tion of the Canaanites. 

However, it must not be imagin- 
ed that this syncretistic program, 
even though necessary and _ in- 
evitable, was entirely uncontest- 
ed. Not immediately, perhaps, 
while in actual process; for the 
need of it and the urge towards 
it were too imperative to permit 
such opposition at first; but later, 
when the process was practically 
completed, and it was far too late 
to recede, and when, had such a 
procedure been at all possible, it 
would have meant turning the 
eous life which He had ordained 
clock of cultural progress back- 
ward, there were those profes- 
sional prophets, Rechabites, and 
other reactionaries who looked 
back yearningly to the desert days 
and fondly sought to recall that 
remote period when as they put 
it with sublime naivete, Israel had 
walked with its true God in per- 


to 


fect faith and lived the right- 
for His children. 
“Those were the good old 


days;” it sounds distinctly mod- 
ern. And actually those reaction- 
aries had on the whole as little 
understanding of what Israel’s 
desert life had really been and of 
all its imperfections, inadequacies 
and dissatisfactions, as have to- 
day our romantic, -.perfervid 
champions of those good old days 
when all Jews were loyal, pious, 
and Jewishly conscoius, and Jew- 
ish culture was vigorous and as- 
sertive and had naught to fear 
from its environment. Such days, 
we know, never were, neither 
then nor now. They exist only in 
the imagination of fanetic reac- 
tionaries; whether professional 
prophets, modern Orthodox zea- 


lots, nationalist visionaries, is 


immaterial. 


or 


II 
BE ALL THIS as it may, the 
fact remains that quite early in 


the religious and cultural evolu- 
tion of Israel two conflicting prin- 
ciples and programs _ asserted 
themselves. The first was the 
positive tendency to borrow sig- 
nigeant cultural and religious ele- 
ments and institutions from the 
various peoples and civilizations 
with which Israel came into con- 
tact and adapt them to its own 
needs and outlook upon life, and 
thus integrate them with its own 
distinetive culture and religious 
practice. The second, opposite, 
conflicting, negative tendency was 
to resist this process stubbornly 
and uncompromisingly, and _in- 
stead to hold Israel fast to the 
manner of living and to the con- 
cept of Diety and of his wor- 
ship which, the adherents and 
champions of this principle naive- 
ly believed, Israel had lived out in 
the desert and which, they also 
believed and stoutly maintained, 
Israel’s God had instituted for His 
people, not only for the desert 
period of their existence, but also 
for all time, regardless of circum- 
stances of country, environment, 
and cultural influence in and un- 
der which they might come to 
dwell. 

These two conflicting, irrecon- 
cilable tendencies have been con- 
stantly present and active in the 
life of Israel almost from the mo- 
ment, a little over three thousand 
years ago, when the last group of 
tribes who emerged from the des- 
ert established themselves in 
southern Palestine. The struggle 
between them has been ceaseless 
and ofttimes desperate and bitter. 
It persists still today. And ob- 
viously victory has rested with 
neither side; for, had either side 
ever been completely triumphant, 
the struggle would have been re- 
solved long ago, and hardly the 
faintest echo of it would be heard 
today. But instead, at this very 
moment the struggle seems al- 
most as tense and bitter as ever 
and is fraught with grave import 
for the future existence of both 
Judaism and the house of Israel. 

* e + 


AND IT IS WELL that the vie- 
tory rested with neither side. For, 
had the program of the profes- 
sional prophets triumphed, were 
this at all conceivable, then Israel 
today, if it still existed at all, 
would have been a_ backward, 
semi-nomadic people, living at 
about the same cultural level and 
with somewhat the same relig- 
ious outlook as the-most back- 
ward of the semi-nomadic, semi- 
agricultural half-Bedouin, dwell- 
ing today on the eastern and 
southern fringes of Palestine. 
And had the syncretistic program 
triumphed, then Israel would 
have become precisely like its 
neighboring little states of West- 
ern Asia, Phoenicians, Philistines, 
Moabites, Ammonites, and Edom- 
ites, and would have disappeared 
completely from the stage of his- 
tory over two thousand years ago, 
leaving, at the most, interesting 
and archaeological remains and 
vague memories and traditions, 
to be investigated in remotely 
detached manner by the curious 
historian of today seeking to un- 
derstand and interpret an an- 
cient, extinct civilization. 

In either case Judaism would 
never have evolved. For it was 
out of the long struggle between 
these two conflicting principles 
and tendencies in the life of the 
people of Israel:that Judaism was 
born at last. For surely a mo- 
ment’s thought must disclose that 
Judaism is in no sense whatever 
a mere continuation and perpet- 
uation of the old nomadic religion 
and culture of the pre-Palestine, 


desert period of Israel’s history. 
Still less is it a mere conglomer- 
ate of borrowed ideas, doctrines, 


institutions, ceremonies,  folk- 
ways, taken from the innumer- 
able peoples, civilizations and 


religions with which Israel has, 
through the ages, successively 
come into close. contact. Rather, 
Judaism is the precipitate of 
these two conflicting forces and 
tendencies constantly and cease- 
lessly reacting upon each other in 
that alembic of life which we call 
Jewish history. Of the actual in- 
stitutions and folkways of those 
earliest desert nomadic and semi- 
nomadic periods of our historic 
and cultural evolution scarcely 
any survive, and these very few 
only in form so modified and with 
import so reinterpreted that their 
origin is hardly recognizable. 
* * * 


ALMOST without exception the 
forms and institutions, beliefs and 
dogmas of Judaism have been 
either the result of direct borrow- 
ing from other peoples, cultures 
and religions or else the creation 
of Israel in response to circum- 
stances arising from contact with 
or indirect cultural influences ex- 
erted upon it by these other peo- 
ples. Even the most fundamental 
institutions and doctrines of Juda- 
ism and of Jewish civilization, so- 
called, are the result of this pro- 
cess of cultural borrowing or of 
reaction to external cultural in- 
fluence; not only the spoken He- 
brew language, but likewise the 
arts of writing and reading it, and 
also the Sabbath, the festivals, 
the calendar, the Temple, and the 
sacrificial cult of Palestine times, 
and much of the Biblical tradi- 
tions, yes even the very prin- 
ciples and doctrines of monothe- 


ism, of the immortality of the’ 


soul and of future life. 

But directly from the earliest 
desert period of Israel’s history 
and cultural evolution came that 
which alone is uniquely, etern- 
ally, and inextinguishably Jewish, 
its spirit, its soul, its genius, its 
tendency to see God as one and 
all existence, all mankind, all so- 
ciety, all time and history as one, 
as a unit, a universe, animated 
by the spirit and purpose and con- 
trol of the one God; came like- 
wise its ineradicable impulse to 
democracy, equality, justice, fam- 
ily virtue, peace, and brotherhood. 

This gift, this power, this des- 
tiny to interpret all existence 
from the standpoint of one God 
and to regard the true life as 
merely walking with Him and liv- 
ing that manner of existence 
which He has ordained for all His 
children, and which He has re- 
vealed to them gradually, step by 
step, in manifold ways, through- 
out the course of human history, 
this been native and latent 
in the soul of the people of Israel 
from the earliest moment, when 
its first, remotest ancestor trod 
this earth and began to beget 
sons and daughters. And this Jew- 
ish spirit and Jewish theory of 
God and life have sought con- 
stantly to penetrate and invest all 
the countless cultural forms and 
institutions and religious theories 
and dogmas, which Israel has bor- 
rowed from _ successive peoples 
and civilizations throughout its 
long history. 


1 
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NOT ALWAYS did it succeed. 

Some forms and institutions re. 
mained eternally impervious to 
and irreconcilable with the Jew- 
ish spirit and Jewish world-view. 
All these without exception, after 
a reasonable period of trial and 
experimental adaptation, were 
ultimately rejected. Only those 
borrowed forms and institutions 
which could be penetrated thor- 
oughly by and fused completely 
with this Jewish spirit and world- 


view were retained and perman- 
ently adapted to and incorporated 
into Jewish life and folkways, 
ceremony and doctrine, and de- 
veloped still further as something 
fundamentally and _ distinctively 
Jewish; for it was not the outer, 
borrowed form, but the inner, an- 
imating Jewish soul, which gave 
to them real life, meaning and 
permanence for Israel, and fre- 
quently even for mankind. This 
process we usually call assimila- 
tion, though acculturation is, I am 


told, the more proper, scientific 
term. 
Assimilation is something al- 


together different from borrow- 
ing. It means the investing by 
Israel of those borrowed cultural 
institutions, doctrines and folk- 
ways which are capable and 
worthy thereof with its eternal 
Jewish spirit and world-view, and 
the rejection of all those elements 
not capable and worthy of such 
investment. . Assimilation  con- 
verts to Judaism what was in or- 
igin non-Jewish, whether _ indi- 
viduals or institutions, and which 
is capable and worthy of such 
conversions, and transforms its 
original meaning and nature. It 
was through assimilation, and as- 
Similation alone, that Judaism 
outgrew primitive Hebraism and 
at last came into being in the 
sixth and fifth centuries B. C. 
and became gradually what it is 
today. Assimilation is the touch- 
stone which distinguished Juda- 
ism and that which is truly and 
eternally Jewish from that which 
was merely Israelite and there- 
fore temporary and evanescent 
and likewise from that which is 
utterly and eternally foreign, non- 
Jewish and incapable or un- 
worthy of ever becoming Jewish. 
* * % 


AND THE TASK of Judaism 


and the task of the Jew, today 


and throughout all time, is to as- 
similate without being assimilat- 
ed, to invest the cultural goods of 
the peoples of the world with 
whom Israel comes into close con- 
tact with the Jewish spirit and 
world-view, and then give them 
back to the world, purified, en- 
riched, exalted, as something dis- 
tinctively, uniquely Jewish, as 
Judaism’s and Israel’s contribu- 
tion to world-culture and world- 
civilization: and to achiéve this 
without at the same time forfeit- 
ing Jewish identity or sacrificing 
one iota of that true inner, etern- 
al, Jewish spirit and Jewish 
world-view. 

But like all such processes in 
human history, this process is 
never simple, direct and progres- 
sive at even, unimpeded pace. It 
has its moments of ebb and flow, 
of rapid advance and of slow halt- 
ing progress, of immobility, and 
even of retrogression. Whenever 
Israel came into close contact 
with new peoples, living on a cul- 
tural plane higher than its own, 
as it did repeatedly in the course 
of its history, then came the in- 
evitable impulse to borrow from 
their cultures those new and 
strange customs, institutions and 
doctrines which seemed attractive 
and which promised to solve life’s 
expanding problems more com- 
pletely and to make life better, 
easier, fuller, and happier. 

There are those in Israel, and 
they have always been many, who 
respond eagerly to this urge, 
who readily accept everything in 
the new culture which for any 
reason appeals, who are frequent- 
ly animated by no other basic con- 
siderations than an emotional pre- 
ference for that which is now, 
strange, foreign, and somewhat 
bizarre, and a corresponding anti- 
pathy to that which is old, native 
and conventional, who tempera- 
mentally regard their neighbor’s 
garden as more beautiful than 
their own; and there are others, 


the antithesis of this, and 
too, have always been man they, 
uncompromising orthodo, ve 
chauvinist separatists, who T the 
all change, all borrowin, 
novelty, and stubbornly hold 
to the old, the traditiona] ; 
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BUT THE BORROWING 
cess goes on irresistibly; for 
inferior or backward Culture 
never withstand the attraction af 
a superior or more advanced one: 
and by no means is Jewish cu 
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unguided and uncontrolled, thi 
process would indeed destroy; 
Judaism, would obliterate all 
characteristic Jewish institutions 
and all positive Jewish Values, 

Just here the task of assimil. 
tion or acculturation begins, ty 
determine those elements and jp. 
stitutions in the new Culture 
which are worthy and capable of 
infusion of the Jewish Spirit inty 
them and which can thus be made 
truly Jewish. This process of dis 
criminative assimilation jg What 
has always preserved Judaism 
and will, we believe, always Dre 
serve it. If the impulse to absorp 
tion of elements of foreign cy. 
ture be normal, then the assimiy, 
tive process gradual anj 
healthy and makes for growth 
and progress along distinctively 
Jewish lines. If the impulse ty 
absorption of elements of foreign 
culture be, through force of his 
torical and environmental circum. 
stance, arbitrary and_ artificial 
and too rapid and too expensive 
for proper digestion and healthy 
growth and progress, then a re 
sistance develops and a religious 
reformation sets in. 

A religious reformation mani- 
fests itself in Judaism only when 
Israel suddenly comes face to 
face wth a culture markedly su 
perior to its own, and the process 
of cultural borrowing tends to 
proceed at a pace too forced and 
rapid to permit of discriminative 
selection and _ rejection or of 
healthy, constructive  assimila 
tion, reconstruction and reinter 
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pretation. And the actual function 
of the reformation, external er 
periences and impressions to the 
contrary nothwithstanding, is 
never to check and terminate the 
borrowing process completely, 4 
task which would, of course, # 
impossible and futile in the long 
run, but rather to restrain and 
control and guide the proces 
along proper, nermal, construe 
tive lines, to apply the principle 
and procedures of assimilation #0 
all that has been borrowed, to iest 
and select, to accept and reject, t@ 
reinterpret and transform. 

True reform is never a mattét 
of unrestrained, impetuous, wil 
ful borrowing, as many today 
mistakenly conceive it to be. It 
rather the intelligent, pu 
application to the issues in hi 
of the constructive principles of 
healthy, progressive assimilation 
Assimilation, active assimilation 
as distinct, on the one hand, from 
mere mechanical borrowing 
and, on the other hand, from pas 
sive assimilation, from the Pi 
cess of being assimilated, is pi 
tically synonymous with reform 
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ed, transforming, recreating * 
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z 4 Point H. U. C. Expansion Program Outlined By Rabbi Samuel Wohl 


would Train Professors for Chairs at Universities and Jewish Social Workers and Set up Fellowships for Ministers 


Memorandum prepared by Rabbi Wohl for Paul Baerwald, co-chairman of the Ex- 
From asion Fund. 
O CLIMATE in the world is more congenial to Reform Judaism than in Amer- 
jca. Why is it that Liberal Judaism has not grown or prospered elsewhere 
‘, the preceding century? The answer is obvious: because there is a congeniality 
int jrit between the best which is Americanism and the best which is Judaism. 
. erent community of America is destined to play an historic role in the building 
ie new age and the new world, 
Likewise American Jews must be active participants in the leadership of this 
w world. Their best leadership can be given only if they can produce what is best 
in Jadaism ; if they can bring to bear upon the problems which concern us, if they 
can bring to bear upon the problems which confront us a complete and vivid imagin- 
ation, the willingness to move forward with vigor. History will judge us by our 
deeds, not by our words. American Jewry has come of age. It has matured. It 
ssesses distinguished laymen and distinguished Rabbis. It has on the American 
scene several outstanding world organizations. 
The Hebrew Union College is a mighty bastion of the spirit. It must resolutely 
undertake the tasks which destiny has placed upon it. Its faith is strong that it is 


destined to become the, major religious institution in American Jewry. It must 
therefore deal effectively with this problem in its own special way which it can do 
pest. 


It is therefore proposed that on the occasion of the celebration of the Three 
score and Ten of the Hebrew Union College, its President, its Board of Governors, 
its Faculty and its Alumni that definite steps be taken to carry out a comprehensive 
program beginning with the following three major institutions: 


THE HEBREW UNION COLLEGE GRADUATE SCHOOL 


A Graduate School for the training of men who by aptitude, personality. and 
education shall be trained for professorships in Jewish studies to be established 
jn various universities in America. 


Today there are two chairs of Jewish studies, one at Columbia and one at Har- 
yard. There are a few colleges in which a few courses are given in Hebraic studies. 
There are no chairs in Jewish studies in which hundreds of students may enroll to 
study Jewish civilization in all its aspects. Why are there chairs in Greek civiliza- 
tion, Roman civilization? Why not in Jewish Civilization? We, who claim to have 
laid the foundation for Western civilization, with our religious contributions, ought 
we not make available the great resevoir of Jewish spiritual productivity, to our 
own men and women on the college level? Today religious education ends with the 
Sunday School, is forgotten in adolescence and in- adulthood. Competent inspiring 
teachers, at Universities where students would receive appropriate credit for theit 
studies might give them good solid Jewish knowledge, would enrich their American- 
jsm with their Judaism and should add immensely to their appreciation of each, 
Non-Jewish students would receive a broader outlook on Judaism. They would be 
come more understgnding of others. Some of them distinguished for their Chris- 
tian ministry, or for social service or communal service, would have an apprecia- 
tion of Jewish creativity and Jewish spiritual values. Jewish students, some of the 

¢ best of them, who are interested in following up their work professionally in Jewish 


life, will have background and orientation and become better Jewish workers in the 
Yational Jewish organizations in America. . 

The establishment of a Chair of Jewish studies with a professorship on the 
level of his colleagues in economy, psychology and sociology, would raise the morale 
of Jewish instructors and professors in other fields who would look to him as their 
Jewish spokesman and who could establish relations of comity and amity with 
Jewish members of faculties and non-Jewish members of faculties and with the 
authorities of the University Administration. 


GRADUATE FELLOWSHIPS IN COMMUNITY SERVICE 


The Jewish community of America needs its best men, best equipped not only 
with schooling in their professional fields but with deep understanding and with 
the orientation in the fields of Jewish knowledge and contemporary life. It has been 
long felt that an inadequate few men in the professional field of community service 
have a genuine foundation of Jewish knowledge and understanding. These few are 
treasured by us but we must have many more. Hebrew Union College proposes to 
establish Fellowships which will give to men selected by their respective communi- 
ties opportunity to study for an adequate period of time Jewish philosophy, Jewish 
history and Jewish sources,-and enable them to obtain a thorough knowledge of 
Jewish life and lore. 

By way of illustration, Harvard confers annually a number of Fellowships 
known as Niman Fellowships in journalism. Journalists do not go to Harvard to 
study journalism. They are selected from among the working journalists who have 
already established themselves. They are offered fellowships so that they may obtain 
wider cultural bases for their work. This is needed in Jewish life, and over a period 
of years we should have men in every community who will have gained such know]l- 
edge. 


GRADUATE FELOWSHIPS FOR MINISTERS 


The Hebrew Union College is prepared to establish a group of fellowships for 
top men of the various Divinity and Theological Schools in America. Today the 
College has relationships with several Theological Schools on the lecture level. It 
is very fine to exchange lecturers but what we need and what we want and what 
America needs and should have, are Christian ministers who are adequately pre- 
pared in the studies of Judaism. It would help their ministry considerably, their 
communual work, their own religious life. It would help their relationship with the 
varieties of movements and groups in their respective communities if they will 
Jearn at first hand, what Judaism is and what Judaism does. It is therefore, essen- 
tial for Jewish life in the country, and for Christianity itself, to have a group of 
men who are selected because of their distinction, to come to Hebrew Union College 
and do their graduate work here. They will, in the course of time, become the cole 
leagues of rabbis throughout the country, fellow alumni of Hebrew Union College. 

This program is one of action. The Hebrew Union College will give its best 
to serve Judaism in America as it has done during the past seventy years. It will 
go forward. It will rally around it the best minds, the most loyal hears, the men 
and women who wish to serve Judaism and America. 
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HISTORICAL BASIS FOR REFORM, 
ORTHODOX AND CONSERVATISM 


(Continued from preceding page) 


similation, which saves and pre- 
gerves religions and cultures. It 
is never othodoxy which achieves 
this, as many fondly believe; for 
orthodoxy, or fundamentalism, as 
itis sometimes called, in principle 
at least, would resist and reject 
al cultural borrowing, would 
stand fast and still by the old in- 
stitutions and values, the old 
culture, traditions and beliefs, and 
fear that to depart therefrom, 
even a little inch, would mean 
destruction, annihilation. 


Orthodoxy may succeed in its 
purpose and program for.a time 
and to a degree; but inevitably a 
breach, an ever-widening chasm, 
hust spring up between it and the 
changing, progressive world 
about it, which must in time com- 
pletely isolate its adherents and 
cut them off from fellowship with 
their human brethren and from 
constructive participation in the 
_ and progress of human 
ife. 


And sooner or later their chil- 
ten or their children’s children 
will seek to bridge the chasm, to 
leap the separating gap, and catch 
Up with the world, which has far 
outstripped them, in knowledge 
and in the way of living spontan- 
‘ously, healthfully and happily. 
And inevitably this process of 
tatching up with the world, of 
tridging the chasm, will be pain- 
ful and costly. It will mean ullti- 
mately, if it can be achieved at 
all, accelerated, uncontrolled, in- 
‘omplete and unhealthy assimila- 
tion. It will mean that many will 
fall to their destruction into the 

chasm over which they seek 
fo leap. The eventual fruits of 
orthdoxy are quite as négative 
and destructive as are those of 
oo rapid, impetuous and unre- 


borrowing. It is only as- 


Sirnilation, reform, which can 
Save, and jn saving can stimulate 
growth and progress, that norm 
al, healthy growth and progress, 
which alone spell life and 
strength and the joy of being. 


Ill 

‘ALL THIS I might illustrate by 
an analytic study of any of the 
great reformations in Israel’s his- 
tory. For, as.has been said, when: 
ever, through the ages, Israel 
came into contact with a superior 
culture, as it did so often, sooner 
or later a reformation, such as we 
have depicted, set in, and Judaism 
emerged from the contact and the 
attendant struggle strengthened, 
expanded, enriched, with a deeper 
understanding of life, of God, of 
human relations, a higher vision 
of true moral order of the uni- 
verse and a finer comprehension 
of what living God’s life here on 
earth may mean. It had reformed, 
refashioned, revivified itself in re- 
lation to the new order of things, 
had regained its bearings and 
made itself anew an active, pro- 
gressive, creative force in the 
larger world which had come into 
being. It was fulfilling its historic 
destiny. 

There were many such reforma- 
tions in Judaism. There was the 
first great reformation, which in 
its broadest aspects set the pat- 
tern for all future reformations, 
in both the Southern and the 
Northern Kingdoms in the first 
half of the ninth century B.C. It 
resulted from the impact upon 
Israelite culture and religion of 
a vastly superior Phoenician 
culture. This was followed by the 
Deuteronomic reformation, grow- 
ing out of Israel’s cultural contact 
with Assyria and Babylonia in the 
eighth and seventh centuries B. C. 
This reformation began ir the 
reign of Josiah. 

Five centuries later came the 


Maccabean reformation, which 
sprang from Judaism’s contact 
with Helleni$m, and in particular 
from the ill-considered program 
of Antiochus Epiphanes of super- 
imposing Hellenistic culture and 
religion upon Judai#m far too 
forcefully, rapidly and artifically 
for gradual, healthy assimilation. 
This reformation began with the 
Maccabean revolution and may be 
said to have reached its climax in 
the triumph of Pharisaism three 
quarters of century later. Also in 
a very positive historical sense 
Maimonides may be regarded as 
the spokesman of a reform move- 
ment in the twelfth century A. D.; 
for the primary purpose of his 
philosophic and literary activities 
was to reformulate Judaism as a 
iiving, progressive religion and 
way of life in response to its close 
contact with Islam and with the 
neo-Aristotelian philosophy and 
theology which Islam sponsored; 
and so Maimonides was rightly 
understood by the orthodox rabbis 
of France who burned his books. 
And then, beginning a little over 
one hundred years ago and con- 
tinuing into our own day, and 
with the issues by no means set- 
tled as yet, has come the latest 
reformation in Judaism. 


* * * 


IT IS TEMPTING, indeed, to 
make a detailed, analytical study 
of one of these great reforma- 
tions in Judaism, or even of all of 
them, in order to ascertain in 
precisely what manner the prin- 
ciples of assimilation, growth and 
progress worked themselves out 
in this one or in that, or for that 
matter, in all of them. It would be 
an enlightening and _ helpful 
study, indeed. But considerations 
of time and space forbid. 

But this we may here affirm, 
that in each of these great re- 
formations these basic principles 
reassert themselves. unfailingly 
again and again. And we may 
safely affirm even more that, as 
the generations pass, and the cen- 
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RABBI SAMUEL WOHL 


As chairman of the steering committee for the 70th anniversary 
celebration, it was on Rabbi Wohl’s shoulders that most of the 


responsibility for the arrangements and preparations fell. 


He 


is shown here at the banquet climaxing the “Institute on Judaism 
and Democracy” which was held last month at HUC as part of 





the celebrations. 
turies roll on, and new worlds 
evolve, one after the other, in the 
endless march of history, and life 
becomes larger, ¢icher and, we 
confidently expect, happier, in 
conformity with God’s manifest 
purpose for mankind, Judaism 
will live on eternally, endowed 
with that divinely bestowed ca- 
pacity for reforming, renewing re- 
vivifying itself over and over 
again, which is its true genius and 
supreme source of inexhaustible 
vitality, and which alone gives 


guarantee of endless existence 
and uninterruptedly blessed serv- 
ice. And constantly, in each suc- 
cessive reformation of Judaism in 
the future, just as in the past, the 
underlying, guiding principles 
and laws of assimilation and ac- 
culturation, of adaptation, change 
and growth, will remain the same. 
And understanding them, we may 
in our own present day guide the 
course of Judaism in its historical 
evolution confidently, wisely, 
beneficiently. 
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He Stops in to Get Some Advice From Dr. Morgenstern 


Dr. Morgenstern’s office in the administration building is often the scene of con- 
sultation between the president of HUC and the students. Known affectionately 


Photo by Zalman Cohen, Jewish Post Photographer 


as “Morgy,” Dr. Morgenstern often finds himself called on by students wno come 
to him for advice on the usual run of student problems. 


A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A STUDENT 


F you have any notion that student life at the 

Hebrew Union College is austere or that there 

is anything like the monastery atmosphere on the 

campus, then this supplement and these pictures 

showing a day in the life of a student should dis- 
abuse your mind. 

The campus of the Hebrew Union College is any 
college campus anywhere in the United States. 
As on these campuses, the students range from 
those serious-minded ones whose sole concern is 
their studies to those whose effervecent person- 
alities tend them towards the same college pranhs 
they would indulge in were they at Yale or Harvard. 

Harold A..Salzman, 23, came to the Hebrew Union 
College from Cleveland, O., by way of Ohio Uni- 
versity. Tall, dark-complexioned, and considered 
handsome he decided to enter the reform rabbinate 


while a student at Ohio U., where he came under 
the influence of Rabbi (now Chaplain) Herschel 
Lyman and Charles “Chuck” Israel, son of the late 
Rabbi Edward Israel, both 6f whom were Hillel 
Directors at the school. Harold is the son of an 
Orthodox rabbi. 


Having decided on his career he applied for en- 
trance at HUC, with a recommendation from Rabbi 
Abba Hillel Silver, in the fall of 1942 but was in- 
formed that his application came too late. The fol- 
lowing fall, after having completed two and a half 
years toward his college degree at Ohio University, 
Salzman came to Cincinnati and Hebrew Union Cul- 
lege, and transferred from Ohio to the University of 
Cincinnati to complete his work on his Bachelor of 
Arts degree. 


ANY DAY starts with getting up out of bed, and 
so it does for Harold, who is shown as he rises to 
the occasion. All the beds in the dormitories are 
alike, about like those you keep in your closet for 
occasions when an unusual number of fuesis 
arrive. Most of the rooms are as large as the rooms 
at the YMCA, although better furnished. When the 
students fix them up with their books and their pie- 
tures, they can look quite comfortable. The seniors 
meet each year to divide between them the choice 
rooms, and so on down to the freshmen who get 
what’s left. Some of the roofms are suites for two 
students with two bedrooms and a private bath, and 
these are the one that are at a premium. 


At a light breakfast in the dormitory’s ample 


(Continued on next page) 
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You Gotta Get U p in the Morning Students Eat Meals in School Dining Room 


Getting up: Most students study until the wee hours of the 
morning, so that they catch as much sleep as possible, arising 
just in time to grab a light breakfast before “catching” their 
$:30 class, 


Food in the HUC dining room is ample and well-cooked, although never elaborate. Here fe 
Harold and some of his classmates at breakfast. 
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‘first Class: Talmud 

Harold’s first class (shown at 
right, above) is in “Talmud” 

jded over by Dr. Alexander 
Guttmann. After the Post 
tographer had filashed this 

cture, Dr. Guttmann noticed a 
small error in the Hebrew on 
the plackboard, and asked for a 
retake. Classes are fifty-minute 
periods. 
dining hall, Harold was offered 
a menu consisting of fruit juice, 
cereal with cream, buttered 
toast and milk or coffee. The stu- 
dents drift in by ones and twos, 
go directly to the kitchen where 
they stand in line for their food, 
and then return to the dining 
pall to eat. This procedure is fol- 
jowed at every meal. 

The class routine begins 
promptly at 8:30, and from that 
time on there is little respite 
yntil 5:55 when classes are over 
for the day. Morning classes run 
a normal fifty minutes apiece. 
From 12:15 until the first after- 

1:10, luncheon is 


noon class at 
served. 


HAROLD'S first-hour class, 
with Prof. Alexander Guttman, 
jg Talmud. The photographer's 
this class with his 





arrival at 
sequipment, was signal for many 
Sdokes to begin at the expense of 
“poy of the day.” Anyone 
who, like us, had the impression 
Mthat bunch of rabbinical  stu- 
dents does nothing but think 
seriously from dawn to dusk on 
theological subjects, would ke 
due for the same awakening we 
got on walking unsuspecting? y 
into a classroom full of about 
twenty-five of them. Dr. Gutt- 
mann, recently from Berlin, that 
is, within the past five or six 
years, after listening to an ex- 
planation of what was going on, 
with this litter of flash bulbs, 





tographe 


Get Your Mail! 

Mail call (center right) is al- 
ways looked forward to eagerly 
by the HUC students. The 
POST photographer will prob- 
ably earn the everlasting en- 
mity of historians for making 
this shot. Actually the mail is 
posted in small slots to which 
the name of each student is 
appended, but such a picture 
wouldn’t show the eager faces 
or be nearly as interesting as 
the above. 
tripods and cameras barging 

into his class, was quite anxious 

f0 cooperate and began making 
sBUggestions to the photographer 
#8 to how to proceed. 

The students also offered sug- 
#estions, saying “Better cover up 
“te blackboard, putt down the 
‘Maps, the American Council 
“Won't like that!” The blackboard 
Was covered with Hebrew. After 
the first shot was made, Dr. 
*Guttmann, a very serious man, 
Said excitedly, “Wait! There’s a 
mistake on the blackboard!”, and 
hurried to erase a tiny error. 
He is the butt of many pranks 
“im class, and one of the students 
told us that one day he arrived 
in the classroom to find one boy 
lying on his face on the floor, 
“ararently having lost conscious- 
“Ress, and another leaping to give 
“Mtificial respiration. “The idea 
‘Was that the Talmud class got 
him down,” the student said. As 
We walked across the room after 
the pictures were made we look- 








(Continued on next page) 
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Chapel Services 

Chapel services are held daily 
at 3:50 p. m. and the entire 
Student body, with a student 
alternating in conducting each 
day, has a ten minute service. 

The picture (right below) was 
taken during the summer re- 
cess when only a few students 
Were attending a summer ses- 
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Swimming Pool Feature of the G ymnasium 


The swimming pool is the main feature of the spacious gymnasium, and here faculty members and students disport themselves. 


(Continued from preceding page) 
Just before lunch Harold had an appointment with later on in recommending them for the more desir- to President Morgernstern or any visitor. 


Dr. Morgenstern to discuss his curriculum for the able pulpits. Because the College is small, Dr. Mor- After lunch, there are three class periods until 
coming semester. Dr. Morgenstern’s door is always’ genstern enjoys a close relationship with the students. 350 when daily chapel services are conducted. The 
open to students, to whom he is known as “Morgy.” _ 2 @ students take turns in conducting the services, 
From the moment students apply for entrance to LUNCH consisted of eggs scrambled with salami, which are held in the beautiful private chapel in 


HUC, the rest of their lives is closely interwoven with oven-browned potatoes, chocolate ice cream and_ the administration building. The faculty too, attends 
that of Dr. Morgenstern for not only do they come’ milk or coffee. Most of the boys, including Harold, the services. 


under his watchful eye while a student at the Col- had milk, but Dr. Morgenstern had coffee. The pro- The student occupying the pulpit reads daily just 
lege, but it is Dr. Morgenstern who has most to say fessors who wish, eat at the dining hall, and Mrs. before the recitation of the Kaddish a list of “those 


in placing the rabbis jin their first pulpits, and even Schiff explained that nothing special is ever served benefactors of the College the anniversary of whose 
death occurs today.” On Aug. 10, 
the day being described, the fol 
lowing were memorialized: 
Bertha Hirsch Wellhouse Atlanta, 
Ga.; Nannie Goslin, Springfield, 
lil.; Clara B. Rosenblatt, &t, 
Louis, Mo.; Moses Schloss, New 
York, N. Y.; Hannah Marks, 
Rochester, N. Y.; Caroline Frei, 
St. Louis, Mo.; Yetta Levi, Cin 
cinnati, O.; Esther Straus, Sophie 
Nathan, Elizabeth Simon, all ot 
Cincinnati and Sarah Skirball, 
of Cleveland, ¢ 

The chapel scene shown here 


with was taken in summer, a 





indicated above, when only a few 
summer school students were 


attending the College, which e% : 
plains why only about ten stu A Cl 


dents are in the picture. 


Supper is usually a meal the Harold 
counterpart of lunch, after whieh cinnati 
the students are on their owa. severa 
There is a movie house nearby alread: 
which the students who dont Psyche 


care to go all the way down town 
may frequent, or there are masy 
opportunities for dates with the 


cream of the opposite sex. Stu A Stu 

dents evidently are considered 

the good catches, for very few (Contin 
» "er escape fact the 

of them ever escape. In fa elabora 

young women of other commu land P 


ities have a legitimate com 





: ou 
plaint. The list of rabbis’ wives ‘ene 
who are Cincinnati girls would State 
probably make the heart of the 

—Photo by Zalman Cohen, Jewish Post Photographer small town girl who looks - Wha 
oe 4 : ward to the arrival of the ne from | 
Not Everything Is Study and Books On Clifton Campus rabbi, sink. The week The Pot Hy 
f 3 heesivsnint? was 
Alhtough classes open at 8:30 a. m. and continue with a short sex. The student rabbi above is deeply engaged in “conversa- ae bane wi c geerorn — credit 
interruption for lunch until 6 p. m. the student rabbis still find tion” with one of Cincinnati’s charming young Jewish debs, as oe eee ere The gs 
time for outside interest, not the least of which is the opposite they stroll across the campus. (Continued on next page) 
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to break with authority 
w and of tradition. The 
rinciple that authority must 
be renounced. 


la 


Reform segme nts of Jewry. 


in its wake even while 


TIS VERY LIKELY that 


ean Jewry would still be 


claimed. 


© too long overdue. Thus Dr. 
* ation of the Messiah 
“resurrection does not 


idea 


~ idea. 
‘dated its gains. What now? 


as a pioneer and liberal 
strength of past perforn 
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HE greatest gift of Reform to Jewish life 
has been fearlessness of the past. 


Because of this principle, 
form revised the spiritual map of Jewish life. 
Changes which were once considered violent and 
peretical are now the possession of large non- 


abusing it. 


without 
impact of Reform upon Jewish life, without 
blunt and shocking impact, many of the stand 
ard religious practices and principles of Ameri- 
waiting 
Thus the audacity of the first Reform 

Rabbis, an audacity which sometimes overreach 
i ed itself, quickened into reality a process which 
¥,would otherwise have long been delayed 


and 
create nearly 
is aroused by his rejection of the chosen-people 


But Reform has won its-victories and consoli- 


lances 
‘of Reform thought are aware of this. 
“Jenges of the late 19th and early 20th centuries 
are not the challenges of today. 


THE eatebtinein POST 





Xe. 
will fight for 
practices in 
cardinal 
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has been 
multiplied the 
Here are a 
should 
First 


the early 
its 
meet: 
be 


to pro- 


tered values, 


and 


ual, of vernacular 


gains is another 


going 


in the prayer-book, are no 

It dared longer real issues. Even Kashrus, while still 

-the authority of the on the books of non-Reform Jews, is unofficially 
break was on the’ being written off to one extent or another by 
justify itself or them. A Reform which limits itself to past 


Orthodoxy. Reform Jews who 


the freezing of all opinions and 
Reform 
principle of 
The great spiritual issues of our times 


are blind to the 
fearlessness 


Judaism 


Reform of 


This is true of the liberal religious practices do not necessarily derive from the war, but 
of the Synagogue mixed choirs, Friday night their urgency has been raised a thousand de 
services, organ music, men and women sitting grees by the war. 
together, etc. It is true of religious innovations 
_confirmation, consecration, ete. It is true of THESE TIMES, which are really whole eras, 
religious ideas. The most telling example of concentrated by an impatient Providence into 
this is the recently published prayer-book edited a few years, have rendered stale much that the 
by Dr. Kaplan, in which the traditional Jewish past has given us. Ivanhoe was a great book in 
peliefs in resurrection and a personal Messiah — its day, but the school systems which today in 
are repudiate d. These concepts had been ex- flict Ivanhoe upon pupils and withhold “Grapes 
punged from Reform thought generations ago. of Wrath” are vainly denying the very hour in 
Thus in these and other connections, it can be which they live. Likewise, much that was 

said thal Reform, which was once bitterly con- sturdy in religion a century ago fails to evoke 
tested and malinged, has run interference for a spiritual response today—not from the spirit 
other segments of Jewry which have followed ually crippled but from the spiritu: lly hungry. 


This dreary process of alienation from the past 


on a long time. The war has 
process by its own square root. 
few challenges which Reform 


, let Reform thought search for Sanction. 
Sanction for what we do is one of the profound 
needs in this world of broken institutions, shat- 
and 
of belonging, of being anchored to permanence 
and infinity, has been torn away. 


of human life whose sense 


Reform, and 


Kaplan’s renunci-  !ater non-Orthodoxy, had denied the authority 
the notion of Of a Judaism based upon a God-given Law at 
the stir that Mt. Sinai. Justifiably, we renounce a type of 


authority which appeared to us to be unaccep- 


table, but we have not found anything even ap- 


criteria for 


Details of 





selecting neckties. 


proximating its potency. Why do we do what 

It cannot continue Wwe do? Who or what santtions what we do? 

movement on the ‘The rabbi of our congregation? The “spirit of 
alone. Leaders the times’? Aesthetic considerations? 

The chal- No, this will not do. It is no better than the 


If Judaism is a 


(Continued on next page) 
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n sts f A Closeup And So to Study 
sal the Harold and Miss Jane Caplan, a Cin- Faced with absorbing the knowledge of 
whieh tinnati belle, have been “friends” for the ages, the students at HUC spend 
r ow”, several years. She has brains too, and many long hours in studying. The stu- 
nearby already holds a Master’s Degree in dents begin collecting their libraries for 
don't Psychology. Aq Ayjensn puv OH 3% SAep jsay dpou) 
n town graduation boast no mean colle¢tion of 
. many books. 
th the + * @ 7- 6 * . 7? 
x. Stu: A Student's Day advantage of this form of exer- ketball team but there are con- 
sidered cise, and as for basketball HUC flicting versions of this story. 
y few (Continued from preceding page) teams are famous. Although The emphasis at HUC is def- 
et ‘the dlaborate affair at the Nether. “YY Once in a while HUC pro- jnitely on study, and a perusal 
now land Plaza Hotel, and another SUCeS 2 team which actually of Harold’s daily schedule should 
cou young rabbi aba ee Bey nate ranks with the best, the teams settle the point? From 8:30 to 
wives Bo being married in Now. Yoqk USUAlly acquire their fame years 9:20, Social Studies; 9:30-10:20, 
would State. ; phe tua orx Jar when the scrawny bodies a Talmud class; (there is, as you 
of the of the rabbinical students lined may have guessed, a ten-minute 
S pe What little time can be spared up in a team picture are ex- intermission between classes); 
. Pol from studies, is spent at the amined by visitors who recognize 10:30-11:20, Midrash I; 11:30- 
e was fymnasium, which would do the faces of men now famous in a Ring Bi Bena — 
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the faculty and students taking 


to have captained an HUC bas- 


5:05-5:55, Aramaic. 
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felorm Runs Interference; Shouldn't Stop Reform Had to Fight Battles; 


nk Discussion of “Where Does Reform Go From Here?” 


Now Conservative, Orthodox Follow 


By RABBIS 
HE first 
T Sh’ma 
Morn Service 
“True and 
enduring, 


. B. FREENHOF 
after the 
traditional 


blessing 
in the 
begins 
firm, established 
right and faithful, 
loved and precious, desirable 
pleasant, and mighty, 
well-ordered and accept: 
and beautiful is this 


as follows: 
and 
be- 
and 
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ble, 


Zo od 


Thy Word...” 








The Union Prayerbook simplifies 
the phrase to “True and enduring 
is Thy word.” It is obvious that 
the endless piling up of adjectives 
was pleasing to the ear many cen- 
turies ago, but to modern tasie it 
is repetitious and boring. Th 
simple phrase in the Union Pray 
erbook gives the same sense as 
the old heap of and is 
for us, miuch more effective and 
prayerful. 

The only question is, have we 


the right 
Since the beginni 
movement pr 
produced the 
modernism in Jewish 


to make such a change? 
ng ot the R form 


new prayerbooks were 


by advocates of 
worship. 
There that 
new prayerbooks fitted the mood 
of the worshippers for whom they 
were intended better than did the 
old prayerbooks which they 
planted. But in this very process 
change there involved the 
crucial question of Reform, name 


is these 


no question 


sup- 


of is 
ly whether any Jew or group of 
Jews has the right to change the 
traditional prayerbook and tradi- 
tional observances 
* x 
WHEN the Hamburg prayer- 
book was compiled more than a 
century the Orthodox rabbis 
of Hamburg appealed to all the 
famous Orthodox rabbis in Eu- 
rope and received from them 
sirong denunciations of the new 
ritual. The great Orthodox au- 
thority, Moses Sofer, of 
burg, said that we have 


ago, 


Press- 
not 
right to change a single word, that 


the 


the prayers were arranged by the 
men of the Great Synod in ancient 
times who knew by prophecy that 
when the Temple would be de- 
stroyed the prayers wouid serve 
as the perfect substitute for the 
sacrificial offerings. Therefore, 
any change in the prayers makes 
them imperfect as an equivalent 
for the divinely ordained sacri- 
fices. Hence, not a single word 
word must be changed only 
Hebrew must be used. 

The collection of denunciations 
(Ele Divre Habris) published by 
the Orthodox rabbis of Hamburg 
did not hinder the Reform move- 


and 


ment. Reform Judaism, from the 
very beginning knew that there 
would never be any progress in 
Jewish religious life nor any lib- 
erty of worship unless modern 


Jews openly and frankly renounc 
ed the authority the Orthodox 
rabbinate excommunicate and 
to coerce. 
Conservative 
ing this fact 
discovering 


of 


to 


are discover 
re- 


Jews 
now, or rather 
what Reform  pro- 
claimed over a century The 
sudden increase in belligerent 
Orthodox leadership in this coun- 
try has reawakened the old intol- 
erance, which most American 
rabbis in all three groups had out- 
grown for over a generation. A 
great Conservative religious lead- 
er has recently been denounced 
for daring to publish a modern- 
ized prayerbook and his book was 
publicly burned at an Orthodox 
rabbinical meeting. It will have 
to be made clear to the new Ortho- 
dox leadership in America that, 
first, their excommunications and 
book-burnings will have no effect 
becouse their authority, except 
over their own congregations, is 
gone, and secondly, that excom- 
munciations and book-burning are 
ugly gestures. abhorrent to the 
conscience of all modern people. 


ago. 


. * + 


IT Is important te recognize 
that Reform Judaism was the first 


Jewish movement 


excommunications 


to brush aside 
and to make 
such changes in worship as seem- 
ed right to the worshippers and 
their leaders. The Reform prayer- 
be upon 
books 


books must looked not 
only as to be 
their 


Sy mbols of 


idied foi 


re but 


own ideas and langua 
the liberty 


which most 


of wor: 


ship Jews, not only 
Reform Jews, have by now come 


the 
man 
in 
convinced 
and 


ats <¢ 


as an essential to 


€lations hip 


and God. The n 


between 
ajority of Jews 
world are 
that no excomm 


Inications 


book-burnines and _ thi an 
force then 


word of 


adhere to every 


ancient prayerbook 
vhenever they wish, as a 
ship God 

only the 
; 2 


but the whole Rs 


congre- 
eation, to wors 


Not Reform worship, 
movement, 
the light of 
religious future (al 
Even if some main- 
many of the changes 
ide were unjusti- 
those which in 
justified were 
no what 
made of 
prayer- 
always re- 


form 
must be judged 
Jewish 
n he-osid). 
that 
which Reform m: 
fied that 
were 


in 
our 
sher 
tain 
or even 
principle 
carried too far, mattei 
specific criticisms can be 
the Reform 
books, the basic 
that all 


modifying 


customs 
fact 
modern who 
in theii 
mode of worship are following the 


and 
mains, Jews 


are any way 


path beaten out by Reform. 
Reform Judaism had to bear the 
brunt of the criticism, it had to 
fight the first and the most vehe- 
ment battles of 
victories mod- 
for all 
A Conservative or a modern 
Orthodox congregation may now 
build a synagogue with the read 
ing desk (the Amud) no longer in 
the center but up front, and hard 
ly anybody will object 
first 


gogues 


and because its 
the path 


became 


towards 
ernization 
Jews. 


easy 


but when 
syna- 
there were 
and whole 
Orthodox 


Reform 
so built 


the modern 
were 
storms of objections 
written 
to 
No one objects if the wom 
allery 
synagogue building belonging to 
a conservative ation and 
until the recent up-flare of vehe- 
ment Orthodoxy, no one _ paid 
much attention Conservative 
changes in ritual. 

All this battle had been 
out a century by 
Judaism for the benefit of all mod- 
ern Jewry. Of course, from their 
point of view, the Orthodox 
of a hundred ye 
were absolutely justified in fight- 


books were 
rabbis 
alone. 


by 


devoted this question 


an’s g is abolished in a new 


congreg 


to 


fought 


ago Reform 


own 


leaders irs ago 


ing against even the slightest re- 
form of Je 
tice. They clearly 
Reform would begin, 
solute control of 


life would 


wish worship a 

that once 
the old, ab- 
Jewish religious 


Orthodoxy 


nd prac- 


Saw 


be doomed. 


can take no other stand. Reform 
rabbis can appreciate the value 
and the necessity for the existence 
of Orthodoxy and can help and 
do help all Orthodox causes. But 
for the old Orthodox it must be 
Orthodoxy or nothing 
« 
THE MOST important of the 


those con- 
These 
re 


as 


religious reforms were 
nected with the prayerbook 
the active, 

Other reforms, such 
changes in Jewish law, came 
about almost unconsciously. Jews 
simply stopped observing the in- 
tricacies of dietary laws and the 
Sabbath and. civil legislation. 
These things just fell away by 
themselves. No Reform rabbi 
needed to urge people not to ob- 
serve Jewish practices and Jewish 
laws. These practices and laws 
had faded away of their own ac- 
cord.,But the reform of the pray- 
erbook was consciously and care- 
fully undertaken. 

This is easily understood. A 
man can live as a Jew and neglect 

(Continued on next page) 
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forms. 
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By RABBI MAURICE EISENDRATH 
REQUEST from the editor of The Jewish 
Post is always tantamount to a command. 
“Our Hebrew Union College Special Seventieth 
Anniversary issue should have an article from 
you” parried the irresistible Mr. Cohen when 
I saw him last at the Hebrew Union College 
Institute on “Judaism and American Democ- 
racy.” 
“Upon what theme?” I inquired. 
“Tell us why Pittsburgh needs more than one 
Reform rather, 
commanded, contin- 


congregation,” requested, or 
the invariably-leg-pulling, 
uously-controversy-concocting Gabriel. 

“Why Pittsburgh?” I inquired then, as 
quire now. 


I in- 


TO BE SURE, Pittsburgh has been the cause 
celebre for congregational extension for some 
time ‘past and the fact that this community of 
some fifty thousand Jewish souls has but one 


Reform congregation has been held up as an 
object lesson by many other communities which 
may have more Reform congregations, but 
which, in some instances at least, have a smaller 
per capita enrollment in their respective ranks 
of Reform than the much discussed Pittsburgh. 
“Go to Pittsburgh!” to begin your missionary 
enterprise we are advised by communities 
which, though they may boast two or three 
reform congregations, number as many as twice 
or almost three times the Jewish population of 
the one community that they are all agreed 
should be the first guinea pig for our Union 
project to win the unaffiliated. 

In some of these communities the Reform 
congregational membership already far exceeds 
that of the one lone Rodeph Sholom congrega- 
tion in Pittsburgh. In fact, they are so burdened 
with a superfluity of members that they must 
consider ways and means of limiting new ad- 
herents. Yet, they too join in the chorus: “Go 
to Pittsburgh.” 

IT’S A BIT LIKE the two Jews who always 
agree what the third should give to charity or 
like the nations and individuals who want all 
the hapless refugees to “Go to Palestine” so 
that their own corporate or personal conscience 
may be freed of any guilt concerning our own 
brutal and unconscionable closed doors. 

Of course, Pittsburgh should have more Re- 
form congregations. But so should every large 
metropolitan community in the land, with pos- 
sibly one or two exceptions. St. Louis, with its 
Jewish population just about equal to Pitts- 
burgh, probably is well provided for with its 
four flourishing Reform congregations. To be 
sure, there is the even more desirable situation 
of New Orleans where among a Jewish popu- 
lation of but five or six thousand Jews, we have 
three Reform temples. Though many of my 
best friends locally would insist that Cincin- 
nati’s twenty thousand Jews are adequately 
serviced by our two historic congregations, oth- 
ers might well argue that the fount and home 
of Reform should likewise have additional Re- 
form congregations. 

But with these possible exceptions, there is 
not a single large metropolitan community that 
could not, without the slightest harm to the 
existent congregations, provide as fertile a field 
for expansion as Pittsburgh which has too long 
been exploited as an oversimplification of the 
problem by too many who would thus deflect 
our attention from their own particular en- 
virons. 


THAT IS the reason why in my most recent 
report to the Executive Board of the Union I 
declared that “one of the most serious and 


pressing questions that confront us is the 
problem of the unaffiliated.” At that time I 
indicated that, in accordance with the authority 
given me at a previous meeting of the Executive 
Board, a committee to survey this problem was 
organized consisting of representatives of the 
Union, the Hebrew Union College, the Jewish 
Institute of Religion, and the Central Confer- 
ence of American Rabbis. 

I must, however, confess with complete frank- 
ness that the work of this committee, despite 
what I consider to be the almost limitless 
possibilities for the expansion of Liberal Juda- 
communities, 


ism in the larger metropolitan 
will be rendered fruitless unless it has the 
strongest and most unequivocal endorsation of 


the congregations that now constitute the Union. 
The most elaborate blue-prints will remain pure 
paper plans unless we have, not alone the for- 
mal authorization, but the moral courage to 
proceed in the implementation of our program. 

What I have in mind must be stated with ut- 
most candor. On the one hand, innumerable 
congregations throughout the country main- 
tain that they have reached their capacity inso- 
far as numbers are concerned; that they are 
unable to take in more members. On the other 
hand, in many instances they are not only un- 
sympathetic, but even antagonistic, to the for- 
mation of new congregations within their re- 
spective communities. 

Liberal Judaism cannot possibly look to the 
future with any-degree of confidence and hope 
unless it can overcome this most formidable 
obstacle to expansion which derives from within 
our own ranks. Ways and means must be de- 
vised to wade through this bottle-neck which 
stands in the way of the very real growth in 
numbers and influence that our Liberal Jewish 
Movement could otherwise undoubtedly enjoy.” 


IT WILL be-good news to the editor of The 
Post and to those of its readers genuinely in- 
terested in the indispensable need for broaden- 
ing and deepening the religious life of Ameri- 
can Israel, whether it be Reform, Conserva- 
tive, or Orthodox, that the Union has its Metro- 
politan Federations, its Regional directors, and 
its special envoys already surveying this 
problem and, with the help of some of its re- 
turning chaplains, will speedily implement its 
plans. 

Now having complied with ye editor’s re- 
quest (command), I’m still somewhat in a quan- 
dary as to just what all this has to do with 
the Hebrew Union College’s Seventieth anni- 
versary. Possibly he wished subtly to suggest 
that where there is no growth, there is no life; 
that when movements do not go forward, they 


begin to retreat; that where there is no pro-. 


gress, there is stagnation. Maybe he wished to 
imply that unless Reform Judaism proceeds 
vigorously to win the vast masses of the unaf- 
fiiliated, someone else will and its primacy in 
American Jewish life will be destroyed, its in- 
stitutions, including theCollege will be weaken- 
ed, and hence the decades ahead will be far less 
filled with achievement than those glorious 
years behind. 

Ye editor is right and for that reason I have 
compiled with his request—and/or command— 
in the hope that not merely Pittsburgh but 
every larger community in America (and that 
includes my own erstwhile happy hunting 
ground of Canada) will awaken to this very 
realistic challenge so that Reform Judaism, far 
from having seen its brightest days, will move 
forward confidently and courageously to a 
brighter and more blessed future. 





Reform Runs Interference And Shouldn’t Stop 
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way of life, founded primarily upon conduct 
and observance, by what authority do we justify 
our conduct? From this problem are suspended 
all the other problems in Jewish life, and be- 
cause we have no satisfying answer for it, our 
spiritual life is gasping for breath. Our inner 
life is like pearls scattered for want of a string. 
The string is the criterion by which we live and 
think as Jews. Somehow, the answer lies in a 
re discovery of God. 

THERE IS ALSO the challenge of the prayer- 
book. The prayer-book for our day cannot be 
simply a revised Siddur, no matter how ab- 
breviated, altered, and rendered into English. 
The most radical prayer-book is still a structural 
descendent of the Siddur. The reform of the 
prayer-book has been within the physical, and 
to a great extent, the ideological framework of 
other ages. The prayer-book is the work of men 
and it is sacred only as long as it evokes a re- 
ligious response from sensitive people. Before 
Wwe can create a truly new book of prayer, we 
must again return to fundamentals and ask— 
for what do we pray, how do we pray, to Whom 
do we pray? This is the most difficult task of 
all. 

Then we must approach the problem of the 
composition of prayers. Many of the tradi- 


tional prayers, and most of the modern prayers, 
fashioned in their image, are inadequate stylis- 
tically and structurally, and above all, emotion- 
ally. While the old prayers possess the merit 
of beauty and passion for their time, many of 
their new counterparts lack fire and poetry. 
Prayers need not necessarily be written by 
rabbis. They should also be the work of gifted 
writers and poets. Reform Judaism ought to 
engage writers of merit to compose religious 
literature, some of which would enter a new 
prayer-book. 

Reform Judaism ought to approach yet an- 
other task with reverence and devotion. It is 
the task of adding a modern Inspired writ to 
our religious literature. The post-biblical re- 
ligious genius of the Jew has continued undim- 
inished. The best expressions of that genius 
should be assembled, not to supersede, but to 
accompany our sacred writings. Our Bible was 
the product of men who cannonized it in order 
to save the soul of a harassed people. The soul 
of Israel is in jeopardy today. We must speak 
to that soul through the noblest utterances of 
the Jewish spirit since our people entered upon 
the Western world. 

In these ways, and in many others, Reform 
may serve the cause of Israel. 


—Photo by Zalman Cohen, Jewish Post 
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His Last Day at HUC 


It’ll be Rabbi Lester Roubey officially tomorrow when he receiyeg : 
his ordination at the afternoon ceremonies at HUC. This Picture — 
was taken this summer as he emptied the book shelves in hig” 
rooms preparatory to leaving. He has been accupying the pulpit - 
of the Vine Street Temple in Nashville, Tenn., as a replacement 3 


rabbi. 


Reform Fought Early Battles 


— 


(Continued from preceding page) 


many Jewish practices as many 
millions of Jews do today. But no 
Jew can cease to worship and still 
be considered a religious Jews. 
Therefore, the worship had to be 
adapted to modern needs. 

For this task Reform Judaism 
had ample precedent. All through 
the history of the prayerbook 
changes were made in worship 
texts. From the tenth to the four- 
teenth century vast masses of 
poetry were loaded into the pray- 
erbook to fit the tastes of the wor- 
shippers. Many rabbis objected to 
much of this poetry but still it 
became part of Jewish worship. In 
the cabbalistic sixteenth and sev- 
enteenth centuries, many other 
changes were made in the wor- 
ship. These too were largely 
adopted. 

When the Hassidic movement 
began, the Hassidim rejected the 
German-Polish ritual and adopted 
something which resembled the 
Sephardic ritual because they 
wanted to worship like Isaac Ash- 
kenazi (Ari) who was the great 
Cabbalist of the sixteenth century. 
They varied the hours of worship 
and introduced many strange 
habits and customs. 

The text of the prayerbook was 
never sacrosanct. The great found- 
er of our Ashkenazic observances, 
Maharil of Mainz, in the early fif- 
teenth century, was quoted by his 
disciple as follows: “I, the author, 
heard from the lips of the saintly 
Maharil that if God would spare 
hiia to pray at the next Awesome 
Days (New Year and the Day of 
Atonement) he intended to change 
still more words in the Rosh Hash- 
onah and Yom Kippur service 
than he did hitherto.” 

(Sefer Maharil, end of Hilchos, 
Rosh Hashonah.) 

+ * * 

THE GENERAL changes in the 
prayerbook by Reform were, first, 
to shorten the service by the 
omission of the vast masses of 
difficult poetry with which the 
prayerbook had been overloaded 
in past centuries. Then, all the 
prayers were translated. It is an 
old rule, going back to the Mish- 
nah, that prayers could be recited 
in any language. In addition, the 
text of the Hebrew was modified 
to express certain doctrinal 
changes. These specific doctrinal 
changes might vary from time 
to time. The essential fact is that 
the prayebook was changed and 
could always be changed agein 
as need would seem to require . 

Reform Judaism is not merely 
“Reformed,” for that would indi- 
cate that it was changed once and 
never could be caanged any more; 
it is Reform, which indicates the 
right to change and to change 
again as often as is necessary. 


Of course, there must be a cen 
tain steadiness in _ prayerbook 
texts. If prayers were changed 
too often, if every year the people 
were given an unfamiliar prayer. 
book, a great deal of the joy of 
worship would be lost. People 
must have time to become age 
quainted with the words until 
they become familiar and beloved, 
The Central Conference of Ameri 
can Rabbis has changed the Union 
Prayerbook three times, at inter. 
vals of about a quarter of a cen 
tury. None of the changes was 
so radical as to make the new 
prayerbook unfamiliar. Most of 
the changes consisted of improy- 
ing the diction, or rearranging the 
material. 

The latest revision of the Holi- 
day prayerbook has just been 
concluded. The material has been 
rearranged, ‘some of the best ex 
amples of the old religious poetry 
have been restored. In these re 
visions some of the translations 
have been polished down to clas 
sical beauty. The beautiful trans 
lation of the prayer “Sim Sho 
lom,” “Grant us peace, Thy most 
precious gift,” and the grand ren 
dition of “Olenu,” “Let us adore 
the ever-living God,” are beautiful 
translaions or paraphrases of the 


original and are __ frequently 
quoted. 
* * * 
A SIGNIFICANT fact about 


the Union Prayerbook is that it 
belongs to the Central Confer 
ence of American Rabbis. Since 
the beginning of the age of print 
ing any printer who would print 
a prayerbook would consider it 
his private property for his priv- 
ate profit. 

But it is clear that the Prayer 
book, which is the product of all 
Israel, should belong to all Israel. 
The great founder of the Central 
Conference, Isaac M. Wise, who 
was also the founder of the He 
brew Union College and the 
Union of American Hebrew Com 
gregations, had written a Reform 
prayerbook called “Minhag Ame 
ica.” This prayerbook was very 
popular and was undoubtedly 4 
valuable business asset. But whet 
the Conference of Rabbis was 
well established, Isaac M. Wise 
donated his Minhag America to 
the Conference and it became the 
basis for the Union Prayerbook. 
The profits from the Union Pray: 
erbook go toward the mainte 
nance of.the Conference, to its 
Relief Fund for widows and ind 
gent colleagues and for the sub 
vention of worthy books of He 
brew scholarship. Thus the great 
American Reform Praye 
produces no private profit but 
maintains one of the great public 
agencies of Reform J udaism. 
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Situated on an 18-acre tract of land on Clifton Avenue in Cincinnati, the Hebrew 
Union College campus consists of 5 stately buildings. At left is the dormitory, 


Air View of Hebrew Union College Campus 


Reform Is Undeniably Slipping, 
Says Rabbi Joshua Trachtenberg 


E seventieth anniversary 
ig the founding of the He- 
brew Union College is an import- 
ant occasion in Jewish life—im- 
portant enough to warrant some- 
thing more than easy sSelf-con- 
gratulation. Its founder had a 
vision of Reform triumphant, the 
fountainhead of an all-encompass- 
ing, progressive American Juda- 
ism that would embrace the high- 
est ideals and enlist the best 
energies of the entire Jewish com- 
munity. Isaac Mayer Wise was 
no sectarian. The concept of Klal 
Yisrael was a very real backdrop 
to all his efforts. He would. have 
been among the first to deplore 


the parochialism that is side- 
tracking Reform onto a minor 
branch of the evolving, broad- 


guage system of American Juda- 
ism that he first envisioned. If 
only as a measure of tribute to 
his genius, we ought to seize 
this occasion to re-examine our 
course, not in a mood of petty 
taptiousness, but out of sincere 
concern for the continued vital- 
ity and effectiveness of the move- 
ment he labored so valiantly to 
perfect. 
- * = 
REFORM is undeniably slip 
ping. Its former ideological in- 
fluence in American Jewry is rap- 
idly passing to other groups, its 
adherents grew proportionately 
fewer, the prestige once enjoyed 
ty its congregations and lay and 
tabbinic leaders is melting away. 
Not that the Reform point of 
View, the modern, liberal inter- 
pretation of Judaism, is on the 
way out—by no means. Paradox- 
kally, liberal Judaism is gaining 
sttength as that of the Reform 
stoup is waning. In the next gen- 
trations, it may safely be pre- 
ticted without resort to a crystal 
tall, American Judaism will be 
exclusively non-Orthodox 
~that is, “reform” in its attitude 
‘ward Jewish law and religious 
Practice, in its theological con- 
oy Sage in its interpretation 
of Judaism among the 
‘eligions, , 


But the leadership in this trend 
“undoubtedly passing from our 
group to the so-called 


Conservative group, with the Re- 
constructionist movement in its 
van exposing the essentially, 
though cautiously, “reform” pro- 
gram inherent in Conservatism 
from its earliest days. 

* * * 

ONLY a narrow partisan of 
the organized Reform group 
could contend that this develop- 
ment might be harmful to the 
interests of Judaism. Liberal Jews 
are interested in Liberal Judaism, 
and not exclusively in one or an- 
other expression of it. If organ- 
ized Reform is content to stag- 
nate, then earnest and _ sincere 
Reform Jews must look with 
favor upon any other movement 
which proves its capacity to guide 
the Jewish masses in the direction 
of a more liberal Judaism. 

If we inquire, however, for the 
key to Reform’s decline, we shall 
find it in our inability to reach the 
Jewish masses. The Jewish com- 
munity of America has grown 
apace, in communal self-aware- 
ness and organization, as well'as 
in numbers, since the heyday of 
Reform. The Jews of America are 
increasingly identifying them- 
selves with the community, which 
is developing its own distinctive 
forms. Their interest and allegi- 
ance are turning toward central 
communal organs. The way to 
reach the masses is thru the com- 
munity. The religious institutions 
that will exert a real influence are 
those which accept the com- 
munity, are a positive motive 
force in it, translate religious 
principle into practical communal 
effort. 

* * * 

REFORM has held aloof. It still 
seems to prefer the “Temple” to 
Klal Yishreal. Its congregations 
have done little to combat and de- 
feat the widespread, and not un- 
justified, notion that they are re- 
served for the aristocracy of 
“Deitschen” and not for the hoi 
polloi, that only the rich may en- 
ter. Its rabbis have too long play- 
ed the part of prima-donnas, in- 
terested more in their private am- 
bitions than in the development of 
the community. Its lay-leadership, 
stemming largely from the over- 






center, the Administration Building, behind which is the gymnasium. At right is 
the Bernheim Library and Museum and behind it is the new library. 


M agnificent Orations Explain Student-Rabbis’ Success 


7 c. students reach their junior year at 
the College, they become eligible for 
a “bi-weekly.” This “bi-weekly” is a pulpit min- 
istering to a congregation at a more or less 
reasonable distance from Cincinnati, to which 
the student-rabbi travels every two weeks, and 
which he serves in the capacity of rabbi, Sun- 
day-School organizer, and director. 

Today, because of the unparalleled number 
of Jewish chaplains serving in the armed forces, 
more than half of the H.U.C. enrollment 
serving as student-rabbis. Some have _ been 
licensed as full-time replacements—they will 
finish their studies in absentia, or through sum. 
mer school, or by returning to College after 
the discharged chaplain takes up his old pulpit. 
Other students are serving similar communities 
on a weekly basis. They generally leave school 
after classes on Thursday or early Friday morn- 
ing, arrive by train, or, if they are lucky, by 
plane, in time for services on Friday evening, 
conduct their Sunday School, and return in time 
for work on Monday 


are 


lars for each trip that they make to serve the 
average “bi-weekly.” This helps them to raise 
their dormitory fee (tuition at the College is 
free), to pay their rent, etc., if they are married, 
and*to meet their incidental expenses. Also, 
their work gives them practical knowledge of 
the duties of the rabbinate, and the expectations 
of congregations. They are permitted to per- 
form all the functions of the rabbi except for 
the marriage ceremony, which requires an or- 
dained or a fully licensed minister. Some stu- 
dents act as directors of B'nai B'rith Hillel 
foundations on university campus. 

To gauge the results of the students’ work, 
one will do best to visit the dormitory one Sun- 
day evening, and hear the returning students 
tell of their magnificent orations, and of con- 
gregations left spell-bound and admiring. 

However, even the congregations seem well 
pleased with the quality of their student- rabbis, 
and with the arrangement which makes avail- 
able to them the services of a trained man, 
even though they could not support a full-time 


Most students receive about 


privileged class, has shown little 
understanding of or sympathy 
with the unfolding popular forces 
in the community. Their com- 
munal activity, limited as it often 
is, tends largely to be directed to- 
ward the Federations and Welfare 
Funds, which are today increas- 
ingly under attack by the popular 
groups struggling to create demo- 
cratic community forms. Accept- 
ing the principles of liberalism 
and democracy in theory, as a 
group we have done little to help 
realize them in communal prac- 
tice. 


The current hubbub over Zion- 
ism within our ranks is but an- 
other aspect of the declining role 
of Reform in Jewish life—an illus- 
tration of its inability to appre- 
ciate and come close to popular 
sentiment. Although loud and 
often offensive cries of dissent 
come from a minority among us, 
they have served to bolster the 
prevailing impression that Re. 
form is out of touch with current 
realities, still bound to an attitude 
formulated in pre-historic times. 

We need not submit slavishly to 
the popular will to exercise lead- 
ership—but we cannot exercise it 
while blatantly and unreasonably 
flouting the manifest popular will, 
or by permitting the impression 
that we do. Palestine occupies a 
definite and wholesome place in 


current Jewish thinking and feel- 


twenty-five dol- rabbi. 


ing, Zionism is a distinct, though 
not yet fully realized, force in the 
organization of the community. If 
Reform persists in denying these 
realities, it only emphasizes and 
confirms the notion that it has 
nothing to say to or to do for the 
community. 
* < * 

ALL THIS adds up to a process 
of abdication. Whatever construc- 
tive efforts are being made in the 
community by many of the young- 
er men in the Reform rabbinate 
and by many congregational lead- 
ers, the absence of a positive pro- 
gram for the integration of Re- 
form conceptions and activities 
with the life of the community 
dooms Reform, as an organized 
movement, to stagnation and ulti- 
mately to extinction as an effec- 
tive force. And this without pre- 
judice to the value or vitality of 
the point of view that Reform em- 
braces, which will surely outlive 
it. , 


Reform is not Conservatism, 
nor yet Reconstructionism, al- 
though the polemical atmosphere 
tends to grow less dense. Are we 
content to abdicate? Or do we still 
have sufficient confidence in our 
role in Jewish life to re-examine 
our position and move on to a new 
one in order to preserve our abil- 
ity to play it? 

Our difficulty is not inherent in 
the “soul” of Reform. It is rather 


the result of a sort of historic lag 
in the accomodation of Reform to 
the new circumstances prevailing 
in American Jewry. We need to 
formulate for ourselves—not on 
paper, but in practice—an over- 
all conception of the community 
in which the synagogue has a dis- 
tinct part. We need to make the 
synagogue a positive force in the 
democratic growth of the com- 
munity, with rabbis and members 
keyed to express their liberal Jew- 
ish ideology in community ac- 
tivities of every variety, no less— 
and indeed, more—than in the 
synagogue itself. We need to get 
away from the false dichotomy of 
“religious” and “secular” that 
many seem to have adopted in 
self-defense, and recognize that 
nothing in Jewish life is secular if 
we infuse it with religious motiva- 
tion and direction. We need to get 
out into the public places, sense 
the needs and the ideals of the 
masses and lead in terms close to. 
their comprehension. We need to 
open the synagogue to the inter- 
ests of the people, as well as to 


the people themselves. 

If we do these things we shall 
find the masses receptive, for we 
shall become one with them. We 
will have destroyed the legend 
that the Reform congregation is 
some sort of religious country 
club, with the sign conspicuously 


posted-——“restricted.” 
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Chaplain Shows What Synagogue Must Do To Fill Place Of Chapel In Life Of Returning Soldier 


By CHAPLAIN W. G. PLAUT ences, varied backgrounds and 

HE returned soldier is to- ambitions. Without attempting 
© patel if not already to- to set them down in order of 
day’s worry. The problem posed their importance, or to present 


should therefore more correctiy a complete list, the most often 
read: “How Can the Synagogue repeated “attractions” are briefly 
Attract People?” For the Veter- as follows: 
ans are people. fellowship. Meant is Jewish 
Still, we cannot get around the fellowship, or congenial fellow- 
fact that they have experiences ship, or both. The forced day- 
behind them which are peculiarly and-night ‘company of an_ un- 
their own. Their minds are pre- selected multitude thrust upon 
disposed in certain directions; them makes them seek for selec- 


they have found, voluntarily or 
by force of habit, new attitudes. 


tion, for voluntary atmosphere. 
“Just to be among my own’—is 


These have to be taken into con- the prevailing sentiment. This is 
sideration if we want to arrive no willful exclusivism as self- 
at fairly valid conclusions. hating scoffers or over-anxious 


Their religious contact during 
the last few years has been the 
Chapel. The examination of the 
Chapel’s pgsition is therefore our 
logical starting point. 


jitterjews will be eager to point 
out. 

Granted that in some cases 
there is a lack of integration— 
in most instances this is not the 
case. Adjustment on the whole is 
good. But whether by reason of 
certain negative phases of en- 
vironment or because of a posi- 
tive (selective or gregarious) 
urge: fellowship in its widest and 
simplest meaning plays its part 
in making the Chapel a place to 
go to. Occasionally, anyway. 

Home Atmosphere. The Chapel 
serves as a partial substitute for 
home environment. This was out- 
standingly true overseas where 
a Jewish prayer, a yiddish word 
or a familiar melody recreated 
an atmosphere which was doubly 
attractive because home itself 
was utterly unattainable. 

In Chapels in the States the 
craving being less strong (save 
perhaps during basic training), 
salami and bagel are believed 
by some authorities to have sub- 
stantial “atmospheric values.” 
(In the long run it is the Chap- 
lains and JWB workers who de- 
lude themselves with this. The 
men don’t come because of the 


* * * 


CHAPLAINS in the field are 
agreed on one thing: Men have 
come to Chapel, or to whatever 
substitutes, from beer halls to 
dugouts and cellars, served them 
overseas as places for worship. 
They have coine to Chapel and 
Chaplain far in excess of their 
former contacts with synagogue 
and rabbi. The reasons for this 
matter not right now; the fact 
does. Suppose we proceed from 
this and .ask three questions 
fundamental to our inquiry: 

What has attracted the men to 
the Chapel? 

Which of these circumstances 
will be found non-existent or 
altered in civilian life? Why is 
this so and what can be done 
about it? 

Which additional, favorable cir- 
cumstances will obtain in civilian 
life which were not present in 
military service? How can these 
be best exploited? 


a food, nor would they miss it; but 
A GOOD PART of our an- they are quick to misinterpret 
swers, particularly to the first emphases on the part of the 


question, will be based on a sur- 
vey conducted amongst the men 
of the 104th Infantry Division 
upon their return to the States. 
Of course, such a poll cannot 
claim authority, and none is 
claimed for it here. But these 
answers are utilized because the 
cautious Chaplain -or rabbi 
should hesitate to trust his own 
imagination too much when it 
comes to an interpretation of the 
mind of his congregants. His is 
too often an attitude of wishful 
thinking. He hopes (and there- 
fore feels he “knows”) that the 
men want this or that in Jewish 
life—and subconsciously he tail- 
ors their supposed desires to his 
own rabbinical ideals. 

The conclusions reached will 
not present a facile handbook of 
technical devices. Would that our 
problem were that simple! We 
are dealing with men, not ma- 
chines which respond to the 
pressing of a button. In the end 
men are attracted not by organi- 
zational tricks or innovations; 
they will permanently respond 
only to ideas, attitudes and ac- 
tions. This we will have to keep 
in mind as we approach our 
three-fold analysis. 

A discussion of, the synagogue 
necessarily touches upon the ac- 
tivities of the rabbi. But because 
these comprise a vast field of 
their own, and particularly since 
an investigation of the counsel- 
ing, of the therapeutic and per- 
sonal work of the rabbi would 
transcend the scope of this ar- 
ticle, we have laid emphasis on 
the synagogue as an institution. 
Only in this respect, therefore, 
will the rabbi’s position be dis- 
cussed, 


host. 

Chapel As Common Ground. A 
surprisingly large group noted 
this down (it was not mentioned 
as an alternative answer). Some 
referred to the fact that the 
Chapel was an American institu- 
tion harboring all faiths. Con- 
formance to common standards 
on the part of the Jewish men; 
satisfaction in the public recog- 
nition of Judaism as a par- 
religion are facets of the same 
situation. 

There was also an important 
Jewish specific in this. The men 
noted emphatically that one Jew- 
ish service for all factions was 
attractive. The men of Reform 
background know that they are 
in the minority and that com- 
promise is necessary; this is 
equally true of the small band of 
truly orthodox Jews. The so- 
called orthodox (“so-called” be- 
cause it consists in goodly part 
of self-styled traditionalists who 
classify themselves according to 
their grandfathers’ attitudes) 
overwhelmingly approve of a 
service which is traditional and 
yet understandable. One Judaism 
is the natural correlate to the 
oneness of the Jewish group in 
the eyes of the environment. The 
quietly assumed, common em- 
brace of the Chapel fills a dimly- 
felt need and gives it an addi- 
tional attraction value. 

Chapel’s Unique Position. 
There is no competition for this 
synagogue. It is the kol-bo, the 
catch-all of whatever Jewish life 
there is. No secular organiza- 
tions vie with it; no monetary 
goals stud its program. It is this 
or nothing (nothing was definite- 
ly not enough before the jump- 
off; when the Germans counter- 
attacked; when the nights were 
endless and the future dim). 

Chaplain’s Authority. He is 
the Gaon, the authorized repre- 
sentative. Whether a good coun- 
selor or not; whether a dull 


* & 2 


A. WHAT ATTRACTED the 
men to Chapel? The men, when 
asked about this gave a variety 
of answers, /These reflect, of 
course, personal predilections, 
prejudices and special experi- 


or a Demosthenes; 
whether one of the men or an 
officers’ Chaplain who spends 
most of his’'time bucking—he has 
an authoritative position, and 
the men know it. Rabbis and 
psychiatrists will counsel people 
only in proportion to their abil- 
ity; the Chaplain counsels pri- 
marily because of his position. 
“Just to know that there is a 
Jewish Chaplain” is an impor- 
tant asset to the men—even to 
those who admittedly never ex- 
pect to look at him from close- 
by. 

Relevant Religion. The _ re- 
ligious message brought to the 
man. in combat assumes vastly 
increased importance. It ceases 
to be a Friday night preachment. 
It is relevant. It is part of the 
very life of the men—or at least, 
it can very readily be just that. 
Many factors play a role: fear 
is amongst them; so is the knowl- 
edge that the Chaplain is shar- 
ing in the experiences and dan- 
gers common to all; that he, too, 
is confronted with and often re- 
duced to the problem of mere 
physical survival. 

Much has been written on this; 
prayer and God-consciousness 
have been re-examined in the 
light of stories which have come 
out of this war. Some exaggera- 


preacher 


tions have caused sceptics to 
dismiss such experiences as 
quasi-religious. Those who can 


still remember the mood which 
prevailed during those moments 
of super-tension; who can still 
recall the intensity of prayers in 
sight of German: positions, know 
that this was genuine. 

Combat hardly created Re- 
ligion. It acted as a catalyst. It 
broadened in many instances a 
receptivity which will continue 
to exist for some time. Whether 
it will diminish or not will de- 
pend on future experiences as 
well as on the religious oppor- 
tunities offerea. 

The Factor of Duty. Duty is 
a vital word in the soldier’s vo- 
cabulary—or anyway in ‘that of 
his Commanding Officer. Trans- 
lated into Jewish terms it is 
Mitzvah (with the component of 
“privelege” growing rather small 
at times). Thus it was not sur- 
prising that a number of men 
stated that they came to Chapel 
and participated in whatever 
Jewish life there was, because 
they thought it was their Jew- 
ish duty. 

All those who had given this 
answer were questioned again at 
a later time. Had they gone to 
the synagogue prior to their en- 
try into the Army? The answers 
were telling: No! Military serv- 
ice had made them into religious 
regulars. (There is another side 
to this psychological complex, a 
sort of reverse-duty side: the 
privilege of abstaining from mili- 
tary duties in order to attend 
services. Orders to this effect are 
published in all military installa- 
tions and create a special type of 
duty-attraction for the Chapel). 

* * . 


THERE ARE other reasons, 
of course, why men come to 
Chapel: because they always 
came to services; or because 
ther "8 nothing else to do; be- 
cause, singled out as Jews, they 
choose to be Jews or at least wish 
to prove it to their Gentile fel- 
low soldiers—these and many 
others. 

Need for prayer ranks high; 
personal faith and inclination as 
well as the uncertainty of mili- 
tary life are determining factors. 
There is the easy accessibility of 
the service, true particularly 
overseas when the service was 
literally brought to the men. 

A service at the Clearing Sta- 
tion could not be overlooked by 
any Jewish medic. Word passed 
around that the Chaplain would 
be at Easy Company during a 


lull in the fighting would bring 
out all who would ever care to 
come. Wherever the service was 
earried to the men they let them- 
selves be reached. There was no 
hiding; inertia played no part. 
Changing conditions brought ap- 
preciable changes in attendance, 

These are some of the factors 
determining Chapel participation. 
We must, of course, always re- 
member that emotion and _ cir- 
cumstance which play a major 
part are variable. Their dissec- 
tion must at best remain tenta- 
tive. 


B. WHICH OF these circum- 
stances are non-existent or al- 
tered in civilian life? Taking the 
same points in order and making 
allowances for over-simplifica- 
tions inherent in any attempt at 
generalization, the following can 
be stated: 

Fellowship. The basic gregar- 
ious instinct is present every- 
where. But civilian life, especial- 


ly in the larger communities, 
usually provides ample oppor- 


tunities for congenial fellowship 
outside the synagogue. Overseas 
loneliness, or the solitude created 
by too much company and too 
little privacy, are absent as mo- 
tivating factors. Therefore, only 
where the synagogue can foster 
fellowship of such nature as to 
make it attractive per se will it 
maintain this specific attraction 
of the Chapel. 

The returned soldier found 
Chapel life geared to and aimed 
at him alone. In the synagogue 
he may easily find himself out 
of step with the rest of the peo- 
ple. He does not want himself 
out of step with the rest of the 
people. He does not want to be 
patronized by the older genera- 
tion; neither does he wish to be 
thrown in with the junior group. 
His interests are maturing or 
mature, but probably not settled. 
He should therefore be given the 
opportunity to organize his own 
group, to create that specific ac- 
tivity which is best suited to 
him. He will look for people not 
only of his own age but alsé of 
his own experience; with them 
he will feel most at home. That 
is one of the major psychologi- 
cal appeals of any veterans or- 
ganization. 

Why not then anticipate this 
and encourage such a_ group 
within the confines of the syna- 
gogue? Let it be an organization 
which is in every respect an in- 
tegral part of the synagogue, 
like its Sisterhood or Men’s Club. 
Give it at the same time full free- 
dom: to affiliate itself on the out- 
side with other veterans groups 
and to indulge in such activities 
as it may see fit. This will serve 
two purposes at the same time: 
it will keep the returned soldier 
within the synagogue, and it will 
also bring veterans into it who 
otherwise would never have come 
into its orbit. 

Home Atmosphere. This aspect 
has no independent attraction 
value in the civilian synagogue. 
No substitution for home is 
necessary, and happily so. 

Common Ground. The syna- 
gogue is a distinct place of Jew- 
ish assembly. Occasional inter- 
faith rallies do not change this. 
Public forums and the use of the 
synagogue for general civic pur- 
poses (Red Cross, Scouting, etc.) 
will partially meet the former 
soldier’s satisfaction over the in- 
tegrated position of the Jewish 
program. But on the whole, the 
multiple-faith house which the 
Chapel has been will be a thing 
of the past in the synagogue and 
at present anyway, unalterably 
so. 

The synagogue to which the 
veteran returns will be of a dis- 
tinct type. It will usually be 
found inflexible. It will call it- 
self Orthodox, Conservative or 
Reform and wili make its appeal 


ex 


. 


to the returned soldier on 
basis. This will be Welcome 
some; but to Many somethj 
very fine and important will 
missing. They may not be - 
to quote kol yisroel haverim 4 
Hebrew; but they wil] Soon n 
that the averner SyNagogue jg 
not the all-inclusive Commun} 
house which made the Cha " 
“natural” for all types of ha 
8, 
A narrowly dogmatic instity 
tion—and such are found on al 
sides of Jewish life—wiy easit 
come under their suspicion, Pett 
rivalries between re}]j g iene 
groups (and: worse, between 
some of their rabbis) dil] disitly 
sion a man who is not Used ty 
such recrimination, least of all 
in his own Jewish fold. His eye, 
are not yet dulled to the Ditify 
lack of cooperation between shul 
and Temple; and he May even 
go sour on all religion, Demo. 
racy is a word used very often 
by the Jew; it adorns Most 
every sermon but not al] Official 
synagogue policy. 
* + * 

HERE IS a job for the Syn 
gogue Council of America, as 
well as for local Synagogues, 
Let them foster cooperation in 
projects which are common to 
all religious institutions, ang let 
them do so on a much larger 
scale than before. Let them Dool 
such facilities as cannot be main. 
tained by one Synagogue alone: 
let them stress the common Jey. 
ish heritage rather than differ. 
ences in outlook and _ practice: 
let them conduct common cam: 
paigns for education and for ad. 
ditional members; let them en: 
courage enrollment somewher 
They will make it easier for the 
bewildered veteran to find his 
place, and all shuls and Temples 
will gain. 

This is not the place to discuss 
the influence of this war upon 
Judaism in America. It should be 
stated in passing, however, that 
military experiences have point 
ed up the necessity as well as 
the feasibility of what could be 
called an “American Judaism,’ 
Jewish life and Jewish outlook 
are moving in definite directions, 
and the American synagogue, 
from Reform to Orthodox, will 
have to take cognizance of this, 
“Chapel Judaism” represented a 
synthesis; perhaps it was an e& 
periment in a future American 
type Judaism. An _ open-minded 
synagogue, under intelligent, sin 
cere and progressive leadership 
can do much for the veteran as 
well as for itself. Narrow dogma 
tism, let this be said again, is 
not an invitation to the returning 
soldier; and again let it be said: 
it is today found on all sides of 
American Jewish life. : 

Chapel’s Unique Position. The 
Chapel was everything; the syne 
gogue is one of many institutions 
in Jewish life. It carries obliga 
tions and makes financial 
quests of its members. The “one 
party system” of military life 
gives way to the democratic (and 
often anarchic) multiplicity d 
Jewish organizations. That this 
is, practically speaking, a loss t 
the One Party need hardly 
emphasized. But this is not really 
the question. Rather we should 
ask whether this loss of position 
makes the synagogue less attrat 
tive in the eyes of the veteran 
Probably—though, theoretically, 
not necessarily so. A commut 
ity which regards its synagogut 
as just one of its varied institt 
tions will infuse the people wit! 
a set of values which are strictly 
at variance with military expe 
ence. In fact, at a recent discus 
sion of the make-up of the aver 
age Jewish community, the mel 
described the synagogue quite 
naturally as the center of Je 
life. They gave no evidence 
being aware that this ought 


(Continued on next pagel 
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at odds ¥ ith the is. 
In other words, to the return- 
. Jewish soldier the centrality 
of the Chapel! is natural; and he 


adily transfers this view to 
rvilian life. This presents - the 
” with a unique psy- 


synagogues 


nological opportunity. Let them 
¢ 


all together therefore, nationally 
gs well as locally, underscore 
this view, in a common effort di- 
rected in large measure at the 
former service man. Further- 
more, wherever possible, the at- 
tempt should be continued to 
pring all Jewish secular organ- 
ation within at least the physi- 
cal realm of the synagogue. 

One other angle must be re- 
membered. Where the Chapel 
asked no money, the synagogue 
not only taxes the purse-strings, 
put does so more heavily than 
secular organizations. The serv- 
ice man is mentally unprepared 
for these obligations, and prob- 
ably economically also. It there- 
fore devolves upon the syna- 
ogue to view this situation real- 
istically and to issue its own GI 
Bill of Rights. For from one to 
three years the former soldier 
should be given complete mem- 
bership privileges, free of all 
charges and obligations. It is es- 
sential that this be done; it is 
the very least the synagogue can 
do. The mutual advantages of 
such a policy are too obvious to 
require further exposition. 


Chaplain’s Authority. In smail 
er communities the rabbi is the 
authoritative Jewish representa- 
tive much in the same way as is 
the Chaplain in the service. The 
rabbi’s personal authority toward 
his own people is something else 
again. He relies on his personal- 
ity and his position, but the latter 
is of necessity weaker than the 
Chaplain’s. Much of the direct in- 
fluence which the Chaplain can 
wield is due to his position as an 
officer in the military hierarchy. 

The rabbi’s authority is closely 
connected with the position his 
pulpit affords him. Where it is 
truly free and allows its occu- 
pant to’ preach and teach the 
truth as he sees it, there we are 
more likely to find real. spiritual 
leadership. This in turn is an im- 
portant factor in attracting the 
youth we need. 

Relevant Religion. The close 
connection of the religious mes- 
sage with the bitter realities of 
active warfare; the acuteness of 
the problem of death; the prem- 
ises of what is commonly (and 
depreciatingly) called “fox hole 
religion”—all these are fortun- 
ately absent back home. This at 
once imposes a _ crucial chal- 
lenge: to maintain the relevance 
of the synagogue’s religious mes- 
sage in every-day life. 


This need is general, of course; 
but it applies in special measure 
to the returned soldier. The dan- 
gers of battle are past and have 
given way to a civilian’ work 
week, A shabbos sermon (even a 
800d one) and weekly prayers 
will not suffice to integrate the 
men into the synagogue, 


We had a foretaste of this 
upon our return to the States: 
we found ordinary Chapel activi- 
ties inadequate as compared to 
our overseas experience. The U. 
S. Chapel has definite limita- 
tions ; and the effect upon Chap- 
lain and men (the same Chap- 
lain and the same men) was well 
discernible. 

Unless the synagogue will 
make an attempt to translate its 

eals into action it will lack in 
basic relevance. It must have a 
Practical and inspiring program 
in Jewish and general civic life; 
must publicly and proudly 
up for its preachments and 


4 Comparison of The Place 
of The Chapel and The Synagogue 


from preceding page) 


attitudes; it must in brief have 
a program of importance to men 


trained for action. And it must 
last but not least, exert every 
possible effort to re-introduce 


prayer into every-day life. 
Many men have learnt to pray. 
Then don’t necessarily know how 
to daven; but they have spoken 
to God. All branches of Judaism 
should evolve an intensified pro- 
gram to make prayer meaningful 
and regular. As it is, we have 
moved Religion to a spot in one 
corner of the week. Prayer and 
action will add that relevance to 


Jewish life which it needs if it 
wants to have meaning for 


young Jewish men—and for that 
matter for others too. 


The Factor Duty. While mili- 
tary life created a general back- 
ground to duty as a substantial 


motivating force and created a 
faint simile to the concept of 


Mitzvah, civilian life is bereft of 
such authority. Returned service 
men will acclaim this as the 
greatest boon of their newly ac- 


quired status. “You must” had 
been behind everything during 
their war years; now they are 


“free: men.” That Jewish life too, 
is free of duty, of autgority and 
standard they will in all likeli- 
hood not mind. The traditional 
concept of ol malchus shomayim, 
i. e., freedom only by virtue of 
Law and Standard, has receded 
from the Jewish home into the 
books on theology, into pulpits 
and into tentative pronounce. 
ments by Reconstructionist 
boards and a few daring Reform 
rabbis—in addition, of course, to 
an orthodox generation which is 
rapidly losing both in numbers 
and influence. 


Only those who will forever re- 
fuse to see can deny that the 
Jewish men whom we have seen 
in the service are not observing 
Jews and will not return to the 
Shulhan Aruch. They are, most 
of them, simply Jews without 
any Jewish standards. Their re- 
turn to civilian life makes it 
more than ever an urgent neces- 
sity to think along lines of the 
creation of a minimum standard 
of American Jewish living. 


The rest of the motivations 
mentioned under “A” are not 
necessarily germaine to the 
Chapel. They represent circum- 
stances and attitudes which, in 
adjusted settings, are found ev- 
erywhere. Of course, the syna- 
gogue is stationary and does not 
travel. But then, on the other 
hand, Friday night is not clean- 
up night at home as it was in the 
Army; and in this sense at least 
returned soldiers should find it 
easier to attend services. That is 
if we will be successful in insist- 
ing on Friday night as a Jewish 
night which yields priority to no 
other event. 


C. WHICH additional, favor- 
able circumstances will obtain in 
civilian life? There are a num- 
ber of conditions which give the 
synagogue an advantageous posi- 
tion with the returned service 
man. Amongst them the follow- 
ing stand out: 


Synagogue as Aid to Re-ad- 
justment. We have stated before 
that the inherent personal lone- 
liness of military life which is 
the psychological counterpart of 
forced mass-fellowship and arti- 
ficially imposed extrovertional- 
ism will disappear in a normal 
civilian existence. Neither will 
the synagogue have to take the 
place of home as the Chapel has 
frequently done. 

But return to civilian life will 
bring a loneliness of its own. 
The sudden absence of The 
Group; the lack of commonly 
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Dr. David Phillipson, only swimming member of the first graduation class of HUC seated in front 
of the life-size painting of the school’s founder, Dr Isaac M, Wise, in the Board Room of the Admin- 


istration Building. Dr. Phillipson still teaches at HUC as a special instructor. 


shared experiences; the forgot- 
ten and again-to-be-learned petti- 
nesses of every-day existence— 
all these will make the veteran 
look for a wider range of asso- 
ciations. 

Welcome as the family with its 
irreplacable love and_ security 
may be, it will often not be 
enough. A new post-war loneli- 
ness will develop as it did after 
the last war. On the average it 
will not last long. But while it 
lasts the synagogue can fill a 
vital need and thereby establish 
itself permanently in the life of 
the ex-soldier. 


This is an additional reason 
why it should favor associations 
of veterans within its walls. 
Sooner or later the majority will 
join vet organizations. The trend 
is already too obvious to be dis- 
regarded. If the synagogue does 
not take advantage of it some- 
one else will. A group of veterans 
whose rallying point is the syna- 
gogue has every chance of suc- 
cess. But let it be repeated: such 
a group should be given complete 
freedom of additional affiliation 
with outside veterans’ groups, 
civic or national in scope; but at 
the same time it should be made 
an integral part of the syna- 
gogue organization. Because of 
this, its program will have an 
ethical and idealistic bent; and 
in return it add practical,, 
personal and civic goals to the 
objectives of the synagogue-- 
something that is too often miss- 
ing in our Houses of God. 


will 


Personal Participation. Re- 
striction of personal initiative is 
an innate characteristic of the 
armed services. The sense of 
frustration it produces will be 
lifted in civilian life. Active, 
meaningful and voluntary par 
ticipation can now be fully en- 
couraged. Give the returned serv- 
ice man a chance to be some- 
body in his own right and he 


will more than likely step for- 
ward. 
The opportunity to be a 


“macher,” laughingly disparaged 
by those who feel (but seldom 
are) superior to such motives, is 
a powerful and perfectely na- 
tural momentum. Not everyone 
can be president; but in the 
sprawling organizational maze of 
the synagogue there should be 
ample room for many an active 
man whose expansive urge was 


~long pent up in uniform. Place 


them on Boards; give them au- 
thority; above all, let them know 
that the world to which they re- 
turned is not run by the older 
generation exclusively. They 
helped considerably to protect it; 
now they would like to partici- 
pate in molding it. 


The Community Center. Chap- 
el activities were of necessity 


limited. There were religious 
services. There were discussion 
groups and classes whose fre- 
quency was limited by the 


amount of free time available to 
the soldier. There were no girls, 
no social events. These had to 
be sought in town; at the USO, 
at the JWB, or other places. The 
synagogue on the other hand can 
combine all this. Its social and 
educational program must tend 
in the direction making it a 
Jewish community center. 


of 


In this way also will the syna- 
gogue recapture best one of the 
Chapel’s most advantageous fea- 
tures: its centrality in Jewish 
life. Every attempt to draw the 
major secular organization (like 
the Zionists anc the B’nai B’rith) 
within its circle will be added at- 
traction for the veteran who 
comes with a healthy idea of the 
basic unity of all Jewish life and 
effort. There is no reason why a 
sub-group of the anti-Zionist 
American Council for Judaism 
and a local chapter of the Zion- 
ist organization could not be af- 


filiated and in the 
same Temple! 

And That Is_ Anti-Semitism, 
The existence of anti-Jewish 
pressure should not, theoretically, 
be an important factor in bring: 
ing men to the synagogue. As a 
matter of fact, in military life it 
was not. There, anti-Semitism 
while present was_ controlled; 
there was definite protection by 
the authorities. It was an experi- 
ment in the legal outlawing of 
overt and official anti-Semitism— 
and as such it was successful. 

This protection will now fall 
away, and prejudice appears to 
be on the increase. Attempts at 
self-defense, physical as well as 
spiritual or mental, will increase 
proportionately. On this score 
alone the synagogue will attract 
to itself veterans in search of 
a stronghold. The motivation is 
undesirable—but so is anti-Semi- 
tism. 

The synagogue which 
ternally and internally active 
and militant will only do. its 
duty. And veterans will not look 
for a namby-pamby hush-hush 
attitude. They have learned to 
stand on their own feet and take 
it. Let the synagogue be their 
rallying point. The fight against 
prejudice should not be left to 
secular organizations alone 
which will never attain the same 
public respect and confidence as 
the House of God which speaks 


forthrightly and boldly. 
7 . * 


sponsored 


is ex- 


NO ONE can accurately 
dict the future of religious 
in the United States. There 
little doubt that, whatever it may 
be, the synagogue will sub 
ject to the general trend. But it 
can also be said that in the days 


pre- 
life 
is 


be 


immediately ahead the syna- 
gogue has a unique chance to 


help create this trend of the fu- 
ture. It should not be missed. A 
whole generation is waiting at 
the gates. 
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The Chaplain Comes Back 


Returning to Pulpit Described 
As Second Rabbinical Honeymoon 


By RABBI HENRY J. BERKOWITZ 
_ editor wrote to me saying, “You would be the logical person 
to write an article on ‘What Effect Will the Experiences of the 
Chaplain Have on the Rabbi’s Conception of His Duties to His Con- 
gregation’.” That title is almost as long as some of my Navy ser- 
mons, so I am cutting it down to “The Chaplain Comes Back.” 
After thirty months in the 
Navy it was grand to get back to 
one’s Congregation. People had 
forgotten their gripes and griev- 
ances and gave the returning 
“hero” the glad-hand. It was like 
a second rabbinical honeymoon. 
And to be one’s own boss again 
was a comfortable feeling. It was 
no longer necessary to report 
one’s presence “at quarters” every 
morning or to wangle leave pa- 
pers if you felt like taking a day 
or two at the shore during the 
week. It took a while to get out 
of the habit of saying “Sir’ to 
other men, and to raise one’s hat 
instead ef saluting; and with no 
“watches” to stand, one could plan 
ahead without worrying about 
“having the duty.” 








orders in the Navy ,knows how to 
give them too, and is used to be- 
ing obeyed. He is therefore im- 
patient with laziness, intolerant of 
alibis, profane with civilian 
monkey-business, and salty with 
Boards of Trustees. 

Particularly distressing was the 
return to a divided American Jew- 
ish community. Back in 1942, this 
did not exist. In fact during all the 
years of my long ministry, Re- 
form congregations had _ their 
Zionists and their anti-Zionists, 
their anti-Zionist Rabbis, but they 
did not cut each other’s throats, 
All this new skullduggery took 
place while the Chaplains were 
away. They heard echoes of it, but 
military life insulates and isolates 
them from civilian affairs. It is 
only when they come back that 
they are hit by the full impact of 
the blow .And it hurts. Their first 
question is: “What are you people 
doing to yourselves? What kind of 
madness is this?” 


I HAVE BEEN BACK on the 
job for 60 days; just long enough 
to find out that in many ways 
military life is no preparation for 
the civilian ministry. Congrega- 
tions are going to have to be pa- 
tient with their G.I. Rabbis and 
the G.I. Judaism they bring back. 
The very first sermon I preached 
was a little too salty for some, 
and not like any former Rosh 
Hashonah discourse. I started out 
by enumerating some of the 
changes they would note in their 
rabbi: 

1. He had stpoped orating. 
2. His sermons were down to 15 


+ a a 


THE WHOLE American Jewish 
community was fouled up during 
the war period. Close to three hun- 
dred American rabbis went away 
to uphold the faith of Judaism and 
the honor of Jewry in the Armed 
Forces, and while they were gone, 
a lot of people back home forgot 
both faith and honor and went 
berserk. To those who saw war 


minutes. in hideous reality, and longed to 
3. He had lost the big-shot com- come home to the peaceful pur- 
plex. suits of the rabbinate, it is re- 


4. He had stopped making ponti- 
fical statements and sweeping 
generalizations. 

5. He would be liable to “tell off” 
people who make “cracks.” 

These were some of the superfic- 
ial things they would notice. The 
deeper changes would not be so 
evident for they lay in the rabbi’s 
soul, and made the readjustment 
difficult. 


volting to find our people ma- 
chine-gunning each other across 
the barricades. Internal war on 
the Jewish front was the last 
thing Chaplains expected to find. 

When Rab “Yonkele” comes 
marching home again, he is not 
going to be very patient with such 
goings-on. He is going to lash out 
first and then he is going to go 
about the business of showing the 
futility of internecine strife. He 
will feel it his duty to bring the 
message of his experience, which 
is, that good order, good manners, 


e . - 

THE CHAPAIN had the unique 
experience of being needed while 
he was in the service. The boys 
were thrilled to have him, and 
seized upon his words like drown- 
ing men to a life-line. They hung 
around his office; they saluted 
him with gusto; they came to him 
with everything; and wrote him *. * 
letters after they shoved off. They THE INFLUENCE of military 
did not attend worship in great discipline is not easy to shake, and 
numbers, but the Chaplain was jt is not a beneficient influence 
their buddy in gold-braid and they and never has been; but a little of 
ate him up. it would go a long way in Jew- 

Of course at Navy boot-camp, ish life in general and Congrega- 
weekly religious attendance was tional life in particular. The com- 
a “must,” so for my first year and plete lack of discipline in civilian 
a half, I preached to 2,000 or more activities, sticks out prominently 
Jewish men every Shabbos. That for the returning Chaplain. He 
was enough to spoil any rabbi. If likes it for a few days as a nice 
attendance had not been compul- change, but it soon reveals itself 
sory it would have been another as the home-front version of 
story, as the Army Chaplains will “snafu.” The hundreds of rabbis 
testify. Of course, overseas, the who come back from the war, will 
men all went to worship; espec- not be patient with this “every 
ially while the shooting was on. man for himself” attitude. He will 
We had big crowds on Guam and be inclined to get up in his pulpit 
Tinian, and in places like the Uli- and snap out “Ten-shun! Forward- 
thi Atoll and the Palau Islands, March.” 
we had every available Jew when- 
ever a Chaplain showed up. And 
on Tinian where there were 1,500 
Jews without a Chaplain (this 
was last winter) the boys did not 
wait, but organized their own Con- 
gregation under the leadership of 
a doughfoot, Sgt. Wilfred S. Stein. 
“Hot er gedavent!” 

e a om 

THIS FERVENT INTEREST is 
not matched in civilian life and it 
is not easy to take the usual in- 
difference of the home folics. The 
Chaplain, accustomed to taking 


thority and unity of purpose win 
victories; while confusion of coun- 
sel, divided authority, and insub- 
ordination spell defeat. 





Prefers ‘American’ Name 


Dr. Julian Morgenstern prefers 
the cognomen American Judaism 
to Reform Judaism. He points 
out that this was the feeling of 
Rabbi Isaac M. Wise, who used 
the name American as much as 
possible—The Central Confer- 
ence of AMERCAN Rabbis, the 
AMERICAN Israelite, the Union 
of AMERICAN Hebrew Congre- 
gations, the Minhag AMERICA, 


decent respect, acceptance of au-, 


By CHAPLAIN ROLAND B. GITTELSOHN 
AM not quite sure how to answer the ques- 
tion which has been assigned as my title, 

because I am far from sure what that question 

means. Particularly the word “pious.” If it re- 
fers to an orthodox or traditional brand of piety 

—to the observance of ceremonial detail and the 

recitation of a hundred appropriate blessings— 

then surely for the great bulk of our Jewish 
veterans the answer unmistakably will be “no.” 

In any event, the word “pious” admits as many 

interpretations as it has interpreters. For my- 

self, I should prefer to have the question read: 

WILL THE RETURNING JEWISH VETERAN 

BE RELIGIOUS? e 

Even then the answer will not be easy. I 
for one will not even attempt or pretend an 
answer both complete and exhaustive. No one 
of us knows enough at this date to provide 
such an answer. Not even the chaplain. For 
those of us who have served the Jewish sol- 
dier, sailor and marine here and abroad know 
that each station and unit to which we have 
been attached has represented an experience in 
many ways unique unto itself. And each group 
of men has surely been unique. So much so 
that to pretend an easy, all-inclusive answer 
would be presumptuous. 

o . * 

THE PLAIN, simple fact is that there is no 
one pat answer to this, any more than there 
is to the host of other questions that are cur- 
rently being asked about veterans. There is a 
deplorable tendency in vogue now to assume 
the veteran is an altogether new, strange and 
exotic brand of homo sapiens. All veterans are 
lumped together as dreadful bundles of, com- 
plexes and neuroses; veterans are ali supposed 
to look alike, think alike, react alike. They have 
nothing in common with civilians except a rea- 
sonable degree of physical similarity. 

Actually, of course, such an assumption isn’t 
true at all. It isn’t true generally, and it most 
certainly is not true with regard to religion. 
Some men will return to civilian life more re- 
ligious, some less religious, and some not af- 
fected one way or the other. The varieties of re- 
ligious experience in the navy range all the way 
from the hospital patient who challenged the 
chaplain to “get the hell out of here” to the 
young boy who used his chaplain almost as a 
father-substitute and leaned on him daily for 
the simplest of decisions. We must not expect 
our veterans’ reactions to religion in civilian 
life to be any less varied. 

+ +e * 

WITHIN the framework of that necessary 
limitation, however, I think there are at least 
two things to be said. First: it is not true that 
there are no atheists in foxholes! There are 
atheists in foxholes, just as there are every- 
where else. Furthermo®, there are a great 
many men in foxholes who aren’t really reli- 
gious at all; they’re just badly frightened. 
They’re so badly frightened, in some cases, that 
they are quite willing to take a temporary 
chance on anything, even the Ribono Shel Olom! 

During this war much that was uncritically 
accepted back home as evidence of religion was 
not that, it was rather superstition. Perhaps as 
good a way as any to illustrate the difference 
between religion and superstition in combat fs 
to speak for a moment about the Bible. 

* * * 

I MET two kinds of men who carried the Bible 
with them in combat on Iwo Jima. The man 
who carried a Tanach in his dungaree pocket 
because he supposed it might stop an enemy 
bullet was superstitious, not religious; a dime 
novel of equal thickness, carried in the same 
pocket, would have accomplished the same good. 
But the man who carried his Bible because he 
saw it as a great reservoir of religious strength, 
—the man who understood that his fathers have 
turned to that very Bible for centuries in their 
moments of direst need, and have found in it 
strength to dissipate their weakness, courage 
to dispel their fear,—that man stood at least 
upon the threshold of a genuine religious ex- 
perience. 

So not all that glittered religiously was gold. 
This does not mean to say or even to imply 
that there was not much religion of the high. 
est order in the midst of combat. Many men 
found faith for the first time in their lives. 
Others found that religion was their one, last, 
solid refuge in the most desperate moments 
of their lives. But it is essential, if we are to 
understand the meaning of religion to the vet- 
eran, that we keep both feet on the ground, 
that we distinguish unmistakably between the 
tinsel of superstition and the-substantial heart 
of real religion. 

~ : a 

THE SECOND THING to be said is that, not 
for everyone, but for considerable numbers of 
men in the war, religion came to play a larger 
and more significant role than ever before, 
There is an ample abundance of evidence in 


that direction. The few simple facts to pe m 
: A : en. 
tioned here could easily be duplicated from the 
experience of any other Jewish chaplain, 
Take, for example, the matter of atteng 
at Religious services. Men have told me of 
the very early days of the war in Samoa, when 
Jewish boys regularly walked five, ten, fifteen 
miles each week to attend the nearest Shabbos 
service. One of the greatest thrills enjoyed by 
every Jewish chaplain I know was to see how 
universally Jewish men in secluded outposts 
far removed from anyone remotely resembling 
a chaplain of their own, managed to organize 
and conduct their own Jewish services. 
Speaking from my own very intimate ey, 
perience in the Fifth Marine Division, I ¢ay 
report that during our entire tour of duty over, 
seas, something like 25% of the entire comple. 
ment of Jewish men was present at each Fy. 
day evening seryice. When it is remembered 
that we were a combat outfit in training, that 
many men each week were either on liberty 
or assigned to special duties, it is fair to Say 
that at least one out of three available Jewish 
men was in the congregation each week. 
YOU AND I KNOW that not many civilian 
rabbis could say anywhere near as much for 
the young men of their congregations. Even 
in combat on Iwo, where regular transportation 
was out of the question, where the effort to 
attend services often meant miles of walking 
and additional exposure to no little danger, as 
many as 65 or 70 men would manage on a Fyj. 
day evening to find out where services were to 
be held, and to be there. This was a source 
of enormous encouragement to me in my over. 
seas work, and is a symptom no less pleasing 
as I contemplate the resumption of normal work 
with the returned veterans as civilians. 
What makes this fact all the more significant 
is the manner in which these Jewish bays par. 
ticipated in public worship after they had reach. 
ed the services. I found an absolute minimum 
of solo praying in the navy. My services were 
by the men, for the men and of the men. I 
never found the need for a choir; the entire 
congregation was the choir. They also read the 
prayers marked for congregational reading as 
though they really meant them. And it was no 
rare occurence to have my boys break in even 
on a prayer which the chaplain was supposed 
to read alone. Many times I started to read 
such a prayer, picked up a few additional read- 
ers at each punctuation mark along the way, 
and finished with a hearty company of wor- 
shippers. This, no less than the elementary 
fact that the men were present to begin with, 
was an inspiration. 


HERE, THEN, are the raw materials out of 
which our answer must be made. What does 
all this portend for the future? What effect 
will these experiences have on the religious life 
of the veteran after he has returned? While I 
wish, above all else, to avoid easy optimism or 
glibness, there is little doubt in my own mind 
that men by the tens of thousands will return 
to civilian life with a new respect for religion. 
Among them will be Jews. 

One man who expressed himself to me as he 
left boot camp training on the west coast was 
not, I am sure, an altogether isolated excep- 
tion. He said: “Chaplain, I’m sorry to say that 
though I could easily have afforded it, I’ve never 
belonged to or supported a synagogue in my 
life. Maybe that’s because I never knew before 
how much I really needed religion, or how much 


religion could do for me. Before I say -good- ° 


bye, I want you to know that one of my first 
moves after I return to civilian life will be 
joining a synagogue!” 

So there will be many men and boys—and the 
families of many men and boys—who will 
emerge from the catastrophe of war with a 
new and greater need for religion. But not just 
any kind of religion. If, as members of the mili- 
tary, they’ve developed a strange and sudden 
receptiveness to religion, that is due in no small 
measure to the fact that they have found 4 
kind of religion which meets their specific needs. 
They’ve discovered a religion of directness and 
crispness; they’ve found a faith which helps 
them meet practical problems; they’ve listened 
to sermons which are short, simple and to the 
point. And they will respond in the future only 
to a similar kind of religion. 

x“ * * 

A FEW MONTHS BACK I exchanged opinion 
by mail on this very point with a highly intelli- 
gent sergeant. I knew him as a man of high 
integrity and firm conviction, but as one who 
had felt little affection for organized religion 
before the war. In camp he had attended our 
services faithfully. I was interested in knowing 
how, if at all, this new interest would affect 


(Continued on next page) 





a? 


Will The Returning Jewish Vet Be Pious). Che 


Difficult to Generalize; Much Depends on Kind of Religion They Get 
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Us , chaplain Tells Changes He'll Introduce 


civilian Services Will Have Jewish Choir, More Hebrew, Participation 


CHAPLAIN SAMUEL SILVER 
By PHILLIPINES 












be 
rose. a HE Reform rabbi in uniform necessarily his solos were soon pre-empted by the GIs who 
ain. Joses something of his denominational enthusiastically began to take up the Borchu, 
endance character when ministering to his hetero- Shma, Mi Chomocho, the Chatsi-Kiddush, the 
me of eneous congregation. He has not been sum-  Kiddush, etc.—as the cantor commenced them. 
2, When Ser by a like-minded group to minister to And no element enhanced the services more 
- fifteen them in a fashion to which they are accustomed, than the group singing. Soldiers and sailors 
Shabbos gs is the case in civilian life. His uniformed experienced their most satisfying moments 
oyed by congregants represent every type of religious when they nostalgically partook in the singing 
ee how background, and they will “patronize” his serv- of the heart-warming melodies of the ritual— 
Utposts, ice OF not—depending on w hether the service and the zemiros. 
-mbling satisfies their needs or leaves them spiritually : , 
Tgani ished. Stes aa ee ae eee 
" Bae Reform chaplain who would have offici- THE * epg ea ee eee ae 54 
ate ex. ated in the liberal manner would have provoked ee ck ea ‘ _ i neon 8! rig te get ese a 
, T can an immediate storm amongst his GI parish- colin rite page ation yh pe ai anes es 
'Y Over. oners, or What is worse, a boycott. Had we pa greed ae - soe wore nagens:d oe 
Compile. doffed our hats, introduced organ music, em- and neve rips RETA BRD by the sigan parei 
ch Fri. joyed the German melodies for our responses, sngeneeren by the — At two ead ae Sane 
mbered eliminated the amidah, and omitted all chanting posts, apaine oe rs of oe vases hina ” 
2, that from the service, we would have soon been temples wound = yon us at lctens way rain 
liberty facing empty pews (or more literally, empty esleiateti hs was ul ailing nem — ores 
to say bomb racks) in our chapels. exposure to the hsermnuernaietided service, in a 
Jewish The majority of synagogue-going Jews even few weeks they “picked up the atmosphere of 
in civilian life are those of a traditional bent; our service and were soon singing along with 
in the Army the men from the Reform homes the GIs. These folk professed the experience 
civiliz constituted but a trickle of the stream of wor- to be an enjoyable peered An reaper of warmth 
we, re shippers. And the Reform men who did come was" introduced, contrasting hahaa ae on 
Bes were never frightened off by a few extra sym- glacial —, aS tam amy rn —. a 
viata hols that they were not wont to see in their , ep the . pees sc aa bevel wt 
fort ts hometown Temples. I was always able to form ontas calle — ee - - io . a eae 
ralking secure complete rosters of “my” men and I aaa au aie — to a a er ye aa 
per, as knew everyone who came from a Reform home. ™0S test , e ite beer , oO a ; - i 7 
a Fri A good number of the Reform GIs attended pind ox a ps nie snc apes M . 3 “" 
vere to services with fair regularity; they did not mind = Wnere le : me = . nage = “oy a pi prea 
source the traditional-style service. But more of them are a “ soe “1 fi ioe te rar Sign 
y over. simply did not care to attend a service—any — a esi y age — aes Fe uy ba 
easing service, except on the high holidays. So, if psd mn whe ote sy agg: sll pai a 
1 work they abstained from chapel attendance it was Beulah One, ane the longer © Shomru instea 
not the fault of the liturgy. of the abbreviated form, but those verbaliza- 
a : tions proved less disturbing to us than they 
ificant might, since they may be regarded as figura- 
pb AND 80, left with our predominantly Ortho- tive and not taken literally, as in the case of 
- ents 4 : many prayers. On the other hand, our famil- 
1imum dox and Conservative following, it was natural _ hice soililiy tiie thiiniet Netis: diseniiakiad tee eine 
3 were that we should accommodate ourselves to their — vo , : , seca a 
re . . of many Orthodox lads who were reared in the 
1en. I tastes and wishes. The service fashioned by belief that we Ref site és aaa 
entire most chaplains proved to be strikingly alike. “ton wei cong? Z we Py . , 
ad the I have compared the ritual I use with several GEOR Ss SRW OP ONS MeNeEwER mt It. 
ing as score Jewish chaplains of all denominations and + * # 
vas no it seems that most of us arrived independently WITH RESPECT to the post-war Reform 
1 even at the same general order of service. ; temple, our military experience will have a pro- 
posed We Reform chaplains strove to provide a found effect on us rabbis. We will hardly be 
) read serves which would be suitable hod length, In contented henceforth with a mute congrega- 
| read- emotional content and in intelligibility to the tion, coolly submitting to a liturgical—and then 
| Way, average soldier—and one which would still be a homiletical—message. We will attempt to in- 
| Wor. theologically digestible to ourselves. We ab- duce a greater measure of participation in the 
ontary breviated the Orthodox service; but = did most services. We shall always keep in mind our GI 
with, of the Conservative chaplains. We introduced services, where virtually the entire ritual was 
musical selections into the service, as did our recited and sung by the entire congregation. 
more traditional minded colleagues. We are hopeful that the same procedure can 
yut of As a result, few GIs were able to guess from be applied to the Temple, thus rendering the 
- does the liturgy whether the officiant was Reform, service more meaningful to the worshippers. 
effect Conservative, ped Orthodox. Many we Reform The Union Prayer Book, with its beautiful 
is life chaplain was told by a soldier that his service translations and with a variety of five Friday 
hile I emp 80 Orthodox Pegged sera Orthodox chaplain night services, seems more satisfactory than 
sm or received complaints that his service was too ever to us after being chained to one order of 
mind Reform. worship. Incidentally, it is of interest to note 
eturn ee Si that not a few Orthodox chaplains made use 
igion. of the Union prayer book in the insertion of 
THE FRIDAY NIGHT service is the most collateral prayers into the service. Some of my 
as he popular in the Army as it is in civilian life. Orthodox colleagues hugged their Union Prayer 
t was , |, Inthe JWB prayer-book, two orders of service Book as tightly as they did their taleisim, and 
~XCep- are published—the traditional one and the one yegarded the book not as an implement, but as 
» that from the Union Prayer Book. So admittedly essential impedimenta. 
never Superior is the Union Prayer book translation ; 
n my to the literal one that most chaplains of all Le 
efore siripes and their congregations preferred it in = NoR WELL WE Reform rabbis be willing to 
much their services. accept the musical arrangements that obtain in 
good. ° On the other hand, the responses exoked a most Temples. The day of the non-Jewish choir 
| first more satisfying feeling if they were chanted is passing and-even the operatic “soloist” may 
Il be ee a gcmgen If : find himself on a precarious perch. Most of us 
d the weys relished b aie mt ” a glam vn will prefer a cantor who will be versed in the 
p tion did not w y g Dp. 1G & traditional synagogal melodies. And we will 
wil : geo lab the cantor to monopolize the not want the kind of cantor who extends him- 
ith a singing. They liked to join in on the more 
| just singable responses. Thus, my cantor found that (Continued on next page) 
mili- a - - _ pncsenenseeeseeens —— — 
. r ‘ e 
oe Vill The Returning Veteran Be Pious 
nd a (Continued from preceding page) 
a or change him in the future. His answer was They will return ready to listen, ready to give 
helps clear and unmistakable. In substance, what he civilian religion a chance. They will return 
ened said was this: “Yes, if I can find in civilian life anxious to see whether their rabbi is made of 
» the the kind of religious help and inspiration I’ve the same stuff they remember in their chap- 
only known in the Marine Corps, I shall undoubtedly lain, whether he speaks the same language and 
return to the fold. But if I am confronted again, faces the same problems as they. If he does, 
a8 I once was, with a combination of gorgeous and if toward the solution of those problems he 
‘nion trappings, of austere aloofness, and of “big brings them Judaism’s message of eternity 
telli- business” in religion, I shall be less patient with clothed simply in the language and needs of 
high it now and have less use for it in the future today, men will turn to religion in civilian life 
who than ever before.” about as eagerly and hopefully as many of 
gion Anyone who reads such views with under- them have done in uniform, 
our Standing intelligence will see in them not only Which is one way of suggesting that our focus 
wing the greatest promise, but equally the highest of attention right now ought to be not just 
ffect €nge which organized Judaism has faced on the returning Jewish yeteran, but more espe- 


cially on the civilian synagogue and on its ca- 
pacity to satisfy the veteran’s religious needs. 


& long time. Men will not return from the 
Wars willing to accept just any kind of religion. 


a 
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The Dormitory in Reverse 


Those familiar with the HUC campus might wonder at this shot 
showing two students approaching the dormitory. The photog- 
rapher “printed” the picture backwards to get effect. In actuality 
the long part of the dormitory should be on the right of the 


photograph. 


STUDENTS ARE “BIG SHOTS” 


IN HIGH HOLIDAY PULPITS 


Written by a student who prefers to re; 


Hain aneay 


‘Gus, 


OR the High Holy Days, students may be called upon to travel 


as far afield as Wyoming 


or Texas in the service of con- 


gregations too small to support a full-time rabbi. Here they preach 
and read services, and spend ten days in the luxury and esteem 
ef the rabbinical life, only to be deflated on their return to the 


College, where everyone else in- 
sists that he has been a “big- 
shot” also. 

The letter which a student re- 
ceives during his summer vaca- 
tion informing him that he has 
been licensed to act as a student- 
rabbi for the High Holy Days is 
the signal for feverish corre- 
spondence with the president or 
secretary of “his” congregation. 
It is also the prelude to much 
anxiety, if it is the student’s first 
such assignment, as he begins to 
wonder, impatiently, if  presi- 
dents of congregations ever an- 
swer letters, and whether his big 
chance to try out his oratorical 
ability may not fall through. 

Students are paid for their 
services, and to remove any un- 
fairness in the salaries that they 
receive, the students themselves 
have, for the past few years 
been collecting all incoming 
money, and redistributing it on 
the basis of seniority. 

The student’s first experiences 
with congregations are, of 
course, invaluable experience in 
rabbinical training. Until _ pi- 
weekly ministration becomes a 
part of the student’s program, 
most of the work of the college 


is academic. The Holy Day pulpit 


provides the first practical tests 
against which the student can 
measure his abilities, and seek 
to improve his poise and pulpit 
techniques. 


Merger With JIR 

At present there are two Re- 
form Jewish Seminaries in the 
United States, Hebrew Union 
College, the oldest and largest, 
and the Jewish Institute of Re- 
ligion, headed by Rabbi Stephen 
S. Wise. Negotiation for the mer- 
ger of the two schools were con- 
ducted several years ago, and 
after seeming to have arrived at 
common agreement, were broken 
off. Dr. Julian Morgenstern, head 
of HUC, believes that the mer- 
ger will be effected in the next 
few years. 





Photos Available 


Prints of photographs taken 
at Hebrew Union College and 
reproduced in this issue may be 
purchased from Zalman Cohen, 
in care of The Jewish Post, 
P. O. Box 1633, Indianapolis 6, 
Indiana. 
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‘Changes in Curriculum at HUC 
In 70 Years Make Interesting Study 


By RABBL ABRAHAM SHUSTERMAN 


r 


that 
the College. 
with the curriculum 
last year of Dr. Kaufman Kohler’s 


let us Say 


of the 
presidency. There can be no doubt 
that there has been unbroken pro- 
gression, a steady enrichment of 
the course of study since 
M. Wise called the College 
being. The curriculum was 
richer during Kohler’s presidency 
than it had been during the presi 
dency of Wise and since Dr. Mor 
the office of 
the of 
increasingly 


Isaac 


into 


f 


assumed 
in 1921 
become 


genstern 
president course 
study has 
adequate and rich in content. 


According to the College cata- 


logues, the students in 1894 
studied Bible, Mishnah, Gemara, 
history, Avamaic, Jewish philos- 


ophy, Semitics, medieval commen- 
and theology. 
are taught at 
today. In 1894 Mid- 
had no place in the 
curriculum. Now there is a de- 
partment of Midrash. Then homi- 
letics, the study of sermon prep- 
aration, was taught only to sen- 
iors. Now it is taught in the last 
four years at the College so that 
the students might be guided in 


taries, homiletics 


All these courses 
the College 


rash per se 


their sermonic thinking as they 
prepare to guide and_ instruct 
their congregations. . Making a 


comparative study of the courses, 
described in the catalogue of 1894, 
and these in the catalogue of 1945, 
we cannot help but conclude that 
in those years only the surface 
was touched. Now there is a 
thoroughness, a comprehensive- 
ness which makes for real under- 
standing of Judaism and its cul- 
tural treasures. 
* 

FURTHER MORE, have 
been significant additions to the 
curriculum, even since Dr. Kohl- 
er’s time. In 1920 Dr. Louis Gross- 
mann, one of Cincinnati’s rabbis, 
divided his time between his large 
congregation and the College 
where he taught three classes in 
pedagogy. Now seven courses are 
offered in the field of Jewish Ed- 
ucation and two courses in Pas- 
toral Psychiatry under the guid- 
ance of Dr. Franzbau, a full-time 
professor, who is both an educa- 
tor and physician. Since Dr. Mor- 
genstern became president the de- 
partment of Jewish Social Studies 
has been added, in which five 
courses in Jewish soical endeavor, 
Jewish social ideals and the Psy 
chology of Religion offered 
and actual service in Jewish social 
agencies is rendered by prospec- 
tive rabbis. Another department 
added since 1920 is that of Jewish 
music, a rich and important field, 
in which candidates for the rab- 
binate are instructed in the His- 
tory of Jewish music, the relation- 
ship between Church and Syna- 
gogue music and the material 
available for use in the modern 
synagogues. Recent additions to 
the course of study is the ‘History 
of Jewish Art” and “Archeology 
of Palestine and the Bible.” These 
courses, those in Syriac, Akkad- 
ian, and Arabic and a number of 
helpful courses in all departments 
have been added since the writer’s 
graduation from the College in 
1931. It is undeniable that the Col- 
lege constantly enriches its course 
of studies in order that its grad- 
uates may receive an increasingly 
adequate preparation for Jewish 
leadership. 

There is one fact which should 
be emphasized. There is no need 


there 


are 


to desigtfate any course as speci-- 


fically Reform in an institution in 
which the spirit of Jewish liberal- 
ism and emphasis upon the evol- 
utionary nature of Judaism are 
taken for granted. None of the 
courses at the Hebrew Union Col- 
lege were so designated during 


far 


IS interesting to compare the curriculum of 1945-46, the one 
prepared under the direction of President Morgenstern, with 
of 1894 when Dr. Morgenstern became a student of 
It is also of interest to compare these courses of study 
Hebrew 


Union College in 1920-21, the 


presidency of Isaac M. Wise. 
As one studies the catalogues of 


tne 


1894 one reads “Mishnah and 
(;emara Rosh HaShonah,” ‘His- 
tory of Judaism,” “Arabic or 
Assyrian.” Similarly, in the days 
of Dr. Kohler, courses are an- 
nounced by name—e.g. ‘Mid- 
rash,” “Exegesis,” “Jewish Theol- 
oey 

Because there is no reference to 


Reform as such in the description 
‘f courses in the days of Wise and 
Kohler, it is note 
that in 1945-46 emphasis upon Re- 
form ideology is more than im- 
plicit. Under Dr. Morgenstern’s 
leadership this emphasis has be- 
come explicit. In the lowest class, 
the D grade, two of the five 
courses are described as follows; 
“Orientation in Judaism: Discus- 
sion of contemporary ideals and 
problems from the standpoint of 
Reform Judaism” and “Bible Sur- 
~an examination of 


interesting to 


vey Course 

the Reform Jewish attitude to- 
ward the Bible.” The candidates 
for the rabbinate in their first 


year at the College are taught— 
not merely by implication but by 
specific emphasis—the attitude of 
Reform Judaism and the College 
toward the Bible and the ideals of 
our day. 


In more advanced form similar 
courses are offered in the C grade, 
When the student reaches the A 
grade—after having completed 
two years of study of the ortho- 
dox prayerbooks for all services— 
the course in Liturgy is based 
upon a comparative study of the 
orthodox ritual and our own Un- 
ion Prayerbook in order to build 
up a sound basis for the liturgy of 
the Reform synagogue. Again the 
“accent” is on the teachings of 
{eform. 

In the Collegiate department in 
which the candidate for the rab- 
binate spends his last four years 
at the College, there is a similar 
recurrence of emphasis. In the de- 
partment of Bible one of the 
courses is designed to acquaint 
the student “with the Reform at- 
titude toward the Bible.” “The 
philosophy courses, although deal- 
ing with medieval Jewish specula- 
tion, lay emphasis upon the prob- 
lems of philosophy which can be 
related to modern thought.” In 
the field of Theology Dr. David 
Philipson, oldest living graduate 
of the College, teaches a course, 
as he did in the writer’s student 
years, on “The Reform Movement 
in Judaism.” One of the Theology 
courses required of all advanced 
students, is called the “History 
of Judaism.” It is described as a 
study of “movements in Modern 
Judasim from Mendelssohn to the 


present, with special emphasis 
upon the development of Re- 
form.” 

* * = 


SINCE THE DAYS of Isaac M. 
Wise there have been many 
changes at the Hebrew Union Col- 
lege. In Wise’s time boys of high 
school age were admitted into the 
College. Now the catalogue reads 
“Students must possess the Bach- 
elor of Arts degree or its equival- 
ent—before being admitted to the 
College.” When David Philipson 
entered the College in 1875 he was 
thriteen years of age. The writer 
was 17. Today the average stu- 
dent is 21 when he matriculates. 
The students are more mature 
and the curriculum is more ma- 
ture. Today, in the view of the 
progress of seventy years, the He- 
brew Union College stands pre- 





An Impromptu Gathering at the 


Mrs. Max Schiff, dietician and housemother, entertains a few of the students in her apart. 
Reading from left: Marner, professor of music. 
Waintrup, A. Stanley Ireyfus, and Dr. Erie Wertin Hinchin, Mrs. Schiff, Ernest Conrad, Harold 


ment in the dormitory. 


Photo by 


Chaplain Samuel Silver Tells Chang es He Plans 


self to the point where 
comes an audience. 


The cantor’s function 


the congregation 


must not be that of 


(Continued from preceding page) 


be- 


Zalman Cohen, Je 


Dormitory 


moved by the candle-lighting ceremony; a Kid. 
dush in the jungles thrilled them (even when 
there wasn’t enough wine for all); and a pro. 





Wish Tost Photographe 


an entertainer, but of an interpreter of the re- 
spective melodies—-and ultimately he must try 
to inspire the congregation to join with him as 
he sings. The congregation that succeeds in 
removing the cobwebs from its vocal chords 
discovers new sources of spiritual exaltation in 
added participation in their service, 

As to the liturgy itself, the Reform modifica- 
tions have proved to be valid. Even children 
from Orthodox homes find the abbreviations 
and elimination of references to ancient sacer- 
dotalism acceptable. These youngsters want to 
“understand” the prayers recited and when they 
hear some of them in English, they still do not 
understand them. Or what is often worse, they 
do—and intellectually reject them. Hence, their 
elimination from the service arouses no objec: 
tions. On the other hand, some of the prayers 
from the Amidah which are traditionally read in 
silence at the evening service are of such per- 


cession of scrolls on Simchas Torah will awaken 
latent religious feelings in the most agnostic 
breast. 

I am of the opinion that a spade should be 
called a spade and Reform Judaism will have te 
remove the Hoshanah Rabba disguise from 
Simchas Torah—and restore the festival to its 
original name and fame. By any other name 
it is really not as sweet. 

# ce 

I HAVE TRIED to sketch the effects which 
wartime experiences exerted on the Reform 
ritual, and vice versa. I have refrained from 
relating anecdotes to bolster my suggestions, 
For I know that any generalization can be pune. 
tured by the citation of some incident, or a 
story about an individual soldier who .came 
home from the wars and told his rabbi or editor 
what had happend to him. 

I am not dealing with the unusual, but with 


tinent content that their “rescue” from silence 
is justified. Hence, the Reform practice of read- 
“Mogen Avos,’ 
v’Eloyay Avosaynu” and the “R’tsey 


ing aloud the 
maintained. 
5 7 . 


IT SHOULD BE made clear that the 
rendering prayers 
on a dislike of Hebrew but 
Congregations en- 
joy the recitation of Hebrew and can sooner or 
prayers, 
We Reform chaplains will try 
to introduce more Hebrew in our civilian serv- 
ices, for we have noted that worshippers derive 
an emotional thrill when they master the pray- 


practice of 
based not 
grounds of “intelligibility.’ 


later learn the Hebrew 


often enough. 


ers in their original language. 


Hitherto we have been hesitant in using much 


Hebrew under the impression 
bers would be opposed to it. 


periments have shown us otherwise. 
Anglicizing the service we have failed to recog- 
nize that the ritual has an emotional as well as 
and the resonant 
Hebrew language is still the best vehicle to a 


rational objective to achieve- 


Jewish heart. 


The newly revised Union Prayer Book, with 
its reintroduction of a number of ceremonials, 
A service devoid of all 
pagentry loses its religious character. GIs were 


was wisely conceived. 


adequate training for the rabbin- 
ate, a broader understanding of 
Judaism and of Reform, then ever 
before in its history. The students 
are older, better prepared to un- 
derstand the truths imparted by 
their teachers. They are American 
young men who chose the rabbin- 
ate because to them it is more 
than a profession. It is a calling. 
As graduates of the Hebrew Un- 
ion College they will be rabbis 
who—as Kohler hoped—‘“embody 
in their life the faith they preach 
and who make their hearers feel 
that our truth is the power that is 


pared to give its students a more to conquer the world.” 


Our military ex- 


the usual. 


“Elohenu 
should be 


the 


” 

numbers. I’ve 
te form 
English is 
on the 


in with his hat on. 


if repeated 


service 


have 


sans 
generally 


cases represent fringe elements in the groups 
to whom we have ministered. 


that our mem- 


In over- 


Of course, 
Army and Navy who are violently opposed to 
our services. The extremely Orthodox men con 
stituted an unassimilable bloc to whom no GI 
service was acceptable 
also 
specimen who stoutly refuse to join in a service 


To the intransigenitly Orthodox I've offered 
taleisim, teffilin, 
sit in the chapel and privately prolong the ritual 
to their soul’s content. 
thodox staunchness I have also treated with 
deference, and have invited them to attend the 
yarmelke. 


BY AND LARGS, then, the service embody- 
ing English prayers well translated, traditional 
responses sung by the group, a liturgy articu- 
lated by all in decorous unison, a bit of pagean- 
try, the framework of the ritual intact, and the 
atmosphere of warm fellowship—is the kind of 


there are men in the 


but they were few in 


met the die-hard Reform 


etc., and have invited them to 


The Reformers of Or. 


arrangements 
-but the 


These 


proved satisfactory 


+ 


service which will best satisfy the rabbi, the 


synagogal life. 


Dr. Philipson 13 
When He Eniered HUC 


By DR. DAVID PHILIPSON 


WAS a lad of thirteen years 
I of age when the Hebrew Union 
College opened in October 1875. I 
am the only survivor of the of- 
ficial family of the College at the 
time of the opening. The great 
founder, Isaac M. Wise, his fellow 
members of the faculty of the 
institution (there were only two 
others, the Rev. Dr. Max Lilien- 
thal and Solomon Eppinger), all 
the members of the Board of 
Governors, and all the students 


congregation, and the requirements of a vital 


That is the kind of religious 


service we Reform chaplains hope to achieve 
in our civilian ministries. 


who entered the College at the 
opening have gone to the great 
beyond. I am therefore the last 
leaf on the tree that was planted 


in Cincinnati on Oct. 3, 1875. 





Police Reporter 
Heads Congregation 


Special 


SAN FRANCISCO—Congre 
gation Beth Israel here, one 
the largest in the city, 

a newspaper police reporter * 
its new president. He is Hat 
vey Wing, who covers the 

of Justice for the San Fre 
cisco News. 
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AL SEGAL Writes A Special Article For This Supplement on FRUSTRATED RABBIS 
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you should invite her,” he said. 
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r apart. like what I had written about her husband. he read? 
I hadn't said any thing against him, except to suggest that there could be a We want a healthy boy, for a sickly rabbi is not one whom the young can eagerly 
Harold better man than he in the public office which he so incompetently holds. follow. A physical examination and certificate of good health are required. 
Mrs. McCarthy said she would never read my column again and she couldn't Before his application is considered he must take an examination before a rabbi 
see why the newspaper keeps on employing me. . . . “You're just a liability.”... in his home-town. If on the basis of this examination his application is deemed 
She was going to write to the editor to have me fired. worthy of consideration, he comes to Cincinnati for final admittance examination. 
“Thanks, Mrs. McCarthy,” I replied. “It may be nice to be fired and not have 
to write a column every day. It's getting awfully tiresome. And Florida must be se . 24 
a a pleasant place at this time of the year. I'd like to go there when I’m fired.” EVEN THEN he can’t be sure he is permanently a student of the Hebrew Union 
en She rang off in my ear. College. If, after two or three years, he fails to measure up he is dropped. 
lh Long ago when I entered the Hebrow Union College, they weren’t so particular 
iwaken 7 ° r vag : Be, y P 
guneite ai ; ads — ; but before long my unfitness for the rabbinate was discovered, thank goodness. It 
YOU SEE, MR. COHEN, how I am enjoying the fact that I did not turn out to was no frustration, Mr. Cohen. It was a happy victory all around. 
uld be a. _— 
ane How fo Get Into 
. 
| to its Hebrew Union College 
" name 
How. does a student enter He- 
brew Union College? What does 
which the tuition cost? These questions 
teform are asked repeatedly not only by 
1 from students interested in studying 
‘stions, for the rabbinate, but by others, 
> pune. too. 
: Maxwell Lyons, business man- 
«came j 
editor ager, explains that there is no 
tuition charge whatsoever, and 
t with that the only charge is no 
in the charge, for it is for room and 
sed to board in the dormitory, $450 for 
.n Cone the 812 months’ term. Even this 
no GI however, can be taken care of in 
few in many ways, if the college au- 
eform thorities think the candidate 
erviee deserving. Not only ars } 
scholarships, yut n addi 
ffered there are many ways fo 
em to dents to earn money on 
ritual Mr. Lyons ( t ) 
of Or. t fe ‘ ' f 
| with 8 ~ 
nd the ive xed b " a ( 
ments ear. O ; 
it the fram 30 to 3° 1s “s ; 
yroups mal application 
This number s then VE 
down until about ten stud 
wh av ‘oar are accepted. This is the 
wee j Fae Y ’ o dias ag: Sie Per umber admitted from 1932 
on 1945-46 Hebrew Union College Faculty Poses for Official Picture 1940, 
agean: ‘ 
nd the Most of the names of the faculty of Hebrew Union College are well-known to the American Jewish community either by rea- Dr. Morgenstern explaine 
ind of son of their prolific lectures, their publications, or their discoveries which have been noted in the press from time to time. “They that during the depression yea 
yi, the are, front row, left to right: Dr. Franz Landsberger, (lecturer in Jewish art); Dr. Samuel 8S. Cohon (professor of Jewish the. When openings pulpits wet 
. vital ology); Dr. Abraham Cronbach, (professor of Jewish social studies): Dr. Henry Englander, (professor emeritus of Medieval scarce, the number of students 
igious Jewish Exegesis); Dr. Israel Bettan, (professor of homiletics and Midrash); Dr. Julius Lewy, (professor of Semitic languages accepted was limited. The stu- 
chieve and Biblical history); Dr. Isaiah Sonne, (lecturer in medieval Jewish history); rear row: Dr. Eric Werner, (instructor in Jewish dent body today numbers about 
music and instructor of choir); Dr. Elias L. Epstein, (instructor in Hebrew); Dr. Alexander Guttman, (professor of Talmud and fifty, but in the past has run as 
Rabbinics) ; Dr. Sheldon H. Blank, (professor of Bible); Irving M. Levey, (librarian); Dr. Jacob R. Marcus, (professor of Jewish high as 100. Up to the year 1929, 
> at the history); Miss Cora Kahn, (instructor in public speaking); Dr. Nelson Glueck, (professor of Bible and Biblical archeology); Dr. when the boom broke, the aver: 
he great Eugen Taubler, (research professor, lecturer in Bible and Hellenistic literature) ; and Dr. Samuel Atlas, (professor of philosophy age freshman classes  variec 
the last _ Talmud). Dr. Julian Morgenstern (president of HUC and professor of Bible) was ill when this picture was taken. ; from 18 and 20 up to 24 
; planted — —_—__—__— 
1875. Young Rabbi's Salaries ating rabbi. A graduate of the rabbis. The largest salary paid the discussion, a woman came up 
— y ee class of 1929 usually was able to any rabbi today is said to be and remarked: ‘I guess I always Hebrew Union College joined 
ary With Conditions command a salary for his first $24,000, and three rabbis are said believed in God and didn’t know with the American School of 
on How economic conditions. of Year Of $2,200. By 1941 that fig- to be earning that amount. it!’” He finds an eagerness to un- Oriental Research in Jerusalem 
the nation were reflected in start- Ure after having reached a low = neers derstand. ‘““Too often we forget in the archaeological expedition 
Congre ing salaries of rabbis is revealed of $900 during the depression, As to the future of Judaism, the inner spirit. When ‘ou touch which discovered and excavated 
one # Ff in the figures showing that dur- WS uP to $2,700. Dr. Samuel Cohon says that Upon the spark of sacred fire you the site of Ezion Giber, King 
_ boasts & ing the depression years gradu. The figures today are up again, everywhere he finds a hunger to get response. What is life with- Solomon's port on the Red Sea. 
ter ® @ ating rabbis usually found their it was explained. Replacement understand the implications of Out this? Chaos. This invests life 
is Har t year’s pay somewhere be- rabbis are receiving from $3,000 Judaism. “For instance,” he re- With sanctity. Congregations eA epee Fe 
he Hall $1,500 to $1,800. to $4,200. Before the depression should educate for Judaism—not The Museum at Hebrew Union 





In 1929 salaries reached their 
Water mark for the gradu- 






y time just being a columnist all these years. 
ow I observe what rabbis have to take from congregations I 


Jumnist I don’t have to please Mrs. Zilch. Were I 
pbi Mrs. Zilch might have it in for my wife. Rabbi Segal’s 
e might have had a bridge party in our house and forgot- 


J am not so sure that it would have been just a matter 
rgetting Mrs. Zilch. My wife has her pet prejudices and 


Zilch and so didn’t invite her. : 
I can well imagine that Rabbi Segal would have spoken up for Mrs. Zuch. . . 


Indeed, 


probably she simply didn’t 


* = * 


salaries of $8,000, $10,000, $12,000 
were not unusual for Reform 


Mrs. Segal replied that Mrs. Zilch never would darken her doorstep. 
“But we've got to be realistic,” Rabbi Segal replied. He had in mind how prom- 
jnent the Zilches were in the Jewish community and Rabbi Segal felt he had to 


li.ted, “at Yom Kippur services 
this year, I was asked to discuss 
the ‘God’ idea. When I had ended 


you ask me to write a piece for your Hebrew Union College 70th Anniversary 
rustrated Rabbi.” By “frustrated rabbi” you seem to mean me, having 
he fact that once I was on the way toward being a rabbi and didn’t make it. 
at the start that I don’t feel at all frustrated, for I have had a 





On the other hand, he had to keep peace in his own household. So he dropped 
the matter and Mrs. Zilch wasn’t a guest at Mrs. Segal’s bridge party for which 
he was never forgiven by the Zilches. 


AS A COLUMNIST for the daily press I don’t have to worry about offending Mrs. 
McCarthy, for example. Only the other day Mrs. McCarthy called me. She didn’t 





be a rabbi. Perhaps the rabbinate should be delighting in this, too, should be grate- 





ful for the meticulous way the college has of keeping the wrong people out of the 
rabbinate. 

I consider it to the great credit of the Hebrew Union College, on its seventieth 
anniversary, that it is so particular as to whom it allows to attain the American 
rabbinate. It sloughed me off very early; I had been a student there only two years 
when I fell out. There have been a lot of others like me who fell by the wayside or 
were pushed out. The Hebrew Union College wants only the best for the American 
rabbinate. 

In the recent years I have had opportunity to observe how careful the college is 
as to whom it takes to train for rabbi. After some 40 years I returned to the He- 
brew Union College, having been invited to be a member of its Board of Governors. 
I was placed on the Admissions Committee; this is the committee that says who 
shall and who shall not enter as a student for the rabbinate. 

In May we meet of an evening to measure, to weigh and to dissect every appli- 
cant for entrance. The complete record of each candidate is before us in reports 
from his teachers, from his rabbi, from his doctor. We even have an idea of what 
he looks like; a photograph accompanies every application. (It is, of course, im- 
portant that a young man who may ultimately serve a Jewish commnity must look 
personable.) 


THERE IS A REPORT of his scholastic grades in high school and college. But 
we must be sure that he hasn’t been just a grubber for grades. What kind of a 
mind has he? How luminous is it? A mind that can soak up a lot of information 
isn’t necessarily bright. 

Of course, he must have Hebrew background and have had some part in Jewish 
activities in his community. 

We don’t want a mere bookworm. We desire a boy who knows how to mix 
with people and whose school career has touched life in extra-curricular activities. 
What has he done in atheltics? Has he been a leader in school life? What does 


Hebrew education alone, but for 
the spirit of Judaism.” 


College is one of the outstanding 
Jewish museums in the world. 
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My Five Years At The H.U. C. 





Hebrew Union College at the Turn of the Century 


By RABBI MAX RAISIN 

T IS with no little pleasure that I begin the 
I typing of this article of reminiscences in 
response to the gracious invitation of the editor 
of The Jewish Post. In doing so I shall en- 
deavor to recapture a period of my life which 
meant so much to me in preparing me for my 
life’s work. They were ineffably happy, those 
five years, from 1898 to 1903, which I spent at 
the Hebrew Union College, and seem even more 
blissful now as I look back at them through 
the mist of forty two years that have elapsed 
since my graduation. 

At this distance they appear to have been so 
care-free, and so full of promise! A new world 
was being fashioned of which we were the 
architects, the world of our professional lives, 
and the bliss consisted in that expectancy, for 
each of us rabbinical students, not only dreamt 
of success in life but was quite sure of attain- 
ing it. 

Like all youths we had immeasurable faith in 
our powers to make good, to build up notable 
careers for ourselves as leaders and teachers in 
Israel. And not a few of the young men of my 
college days did indeed rise to the very top in 
the American rabbinate, though others remain- 
ed at the bottom. I shall not here enter into 
an inquiry as to causes that made for the suc- 
cess of some and the failure of others. Let me 
merely content myself by saying that success 
in the ministry is not always due to superior 
ability but is largely a matter of accident, even 
as is failure. Perhaps the same can be said of 
other professions, only that in the ministry 
(perhaps more especially in the Jewish min- 
istry) there are many more factors at work for 
either succeess or failure, factors not all known 
and visible, and therefore not always control- 
lable. 

4 * + 

THE COLLEGE, to be sure, is not respon- 
sible for either the success or failure of its 
graduates, any more than is a parent for the 
success or failure of his offspring. And yet 
does the influence of the college play a great, 
if not decisive, part in the life of its students. 
The Hebrew Union College played an important 
part in my own professional life. I have met 
with many successes as a Rabbi, also with some 
failures. But irrrespective of the material gains 
or losSes that have come my way, I am gratified 
at the volume of spiritual attainment which I 
have derived from my-ministry and which my 
friends are kind enough to point out on occasion. 
To the extent to which my alma mater, the 
Hebrew Union College, made possible this 
achievement, I am very grateful. 

The five years of which I speak were years 
pregnant with much meaning for the world in 
the several decades that were to follow. Out- 
wardly things seemed tranquil as the 19th cen- 
tury was drawing to its end and the 20th was 
appearing on the horizon. The Spanish-Ameri- 
can war had been fought and the United States 
was taking in its stride its new role as a colonial 
empire with far-flung possessions. In Europe 
the great powers were busy digesting their 
past martial successes or nursing the wounds 
of defeat and perhaps unknowingly getting 
ready for the great conflagration of World 
War 1. 

The one great seat of unrest and potential 
warfare was Russia, the sprawling giant where 
a barbarian Czar was ruling over 180 million 
subjects and appeared as an anachronism in 
the light of 19th century liberalism and intel- 
lectualism. The liberals and intellectuals of 
that land were boring against the system from 
within and the Czar had his hands full in sup- 
pressing rebellious outbursts and nihilistic at- 
tacks which often led to assassinations of high- 
pmced officials. As a result the Russo-Japanese 
war was to come which shook the Czaristic 
structure to its very foundations and led to the 
short-lived political “Spring” in that unhappy 
country. In that land, too, the Children of Is- 
rael, six million of them, were groaning under 
unparallelled persecutions manifested in the 
herding of Jews into one large ghetto, the so- 
called “Pale,” where they were deprived of all 
civic rights and all means of earning a liveli- 
hood and often were set upon by the Muzhiks 
at the goverrment’s behests and foully mur- 
dered. The anomalous and tragic position of 
Russian Jewry !ed to the great hegira of hun- 
dreds of thousands of Jews towards the shores 
of America. It also led to the rise of Jewish 
nationalism and of Zionism under the leadership 
of Theodore Herzl. Such was the background 
and atmosphere when I entered upon my rab- 
binical studies, matriculating in the Hebrew 
Union College in the fall of 1898. 

* * * 

LET IT BE REMEMBERED that the United 
States at that time was a quite provincial land 
compared with the feverish rhythm of its life 
today. There were none of the great inventions 


which transformed the country as if by magic, 
setting up new industries for tens of millions 
of employees building new cities and changing 
arid deserts into flourishing settlements. Movies 
were unknown, the airship was still to be in- 
vented, the automobile was as yet an object of 
experimentation and was spoken of as the 
“horseless carriage.” Radio and television were 
not even dreamed of. Even the telephone was 
a rare thing, to be found only in the big em- 
poriums or the homes of a favored few. Life 
seemed placid and uneventful, and young men 
thinking of a professional career often were 
motivated by the urge for ideal striving and 
noble living more than by any material consid- 
erations. 

This will explain my decision to become a 
Rabbi. There were “Rabbonim” and “Gute 
Midden” in my family for countless generations, 
and to become a Rabbi would be but reverting 
to type. But why the Hebrew Union College? 
As a New York lad I should, by all odds, have 
preferred the Jewish Theological Seminary, 
then functioning in a small building on Lexing- 
ton Avenue. I knew some of its students and 
one or two of its professors, and the place did 
not appeal to me. The Orthodoxy for which it 
stood, even though in modernized form, held 
no appeal for me who had already become 
emancipated from the old religious superstitions 
and observances, and my dear father and moth. 
er, notwithstanding their staunch adherence to 
the old beliefs, did not object to my plans for 
becoming a “Reform” Rabbi. Probably they 
knew very little about it and had enough faith 
in me to believe that the step I was contem- 
plating was not wrong. Cincinnati appealed to 
me just because it was a goodly distance away 
from New York, and I craved a change. of 
scenery. 

Oddly enough, the first time I heard about 
the Hebrew Union College was through the 
medium of a Yiddish paper, the “Tageblatt” 
which one day (I believe in 1896) carried an 
article about the “Rabbinershule” conducted in 


.the western city by Dr. Isaac Mayer Wise, and 


described the institution in flattering terms. In 
later years this same “Tageblatt” became the 
bitterest antagonoist of Reform Judaism, but 
the article in question was decidedly friendly, 
and helped to predispose me in my own plans. 
There were other factors. Reform, as revealed 
thorugh its religious services in the New York 
temples, was highly glamorous, and for us, 
boys from the lower East Side,. was a mani- 
festation of the kind of Judaisni which we 
should favor, though we knew but little as to 
its intrinsic merits. 

Stephen S. Wise, at that time a rising star 


, in the religious life of New York Jewry, was the 


cynosure of all eyes wherever he appeared, and 
to me was the ideal type of American Rabbi 
whom, somehow, I identified with Reform Juda- 
ism though he was then actually ministering to 
a semi-Orthodox congregation. To him and the 
Gottheils (Dr. Gustav Gottheil of Temple 
Emanu-El and his son, Professor Richard Got- 
theil of Columbia University) I am indebted for 
my final decision to go to Cincinnati for my 
rabbinical preparation. 


+ * * 


I DISTINCTLY RECALL my impression of 
the College when I first entered its doors. It 
was the old building, on Sixth Street, a large 
private residence which had been converted 
into a school house. As such it had all the dis- 
advantages of a structeure not built for school 
purposes. It was too small, its entrance hall 
but poorly lighted by the sun, its library, of 
which Professor Mannheimer had charge, ut- 
terly inadequate, its lecture hall narrow and the 
long table in its center could at the most ac- 
commodate some twelve students. It was the 
table at the head of which Isaac Mayer Wise 
was wont to sit when lecturing, the students 
being seated at the right and left of him. 

When I say ‘lecturing’ I ought to qualify 
the statement. He did not deliver any formal 
lectures such as professors do at the university. 
As teacher of theology he made use of his own 
books, more exactly his “Pronaos” of which 
we would read the text and he would comment 
on what we read, frequently accompanying his 
explanations with comic tales which as a rule 
we enjoyed even more than the subject of the 
lecture. 

But however informal and affable he showed 
himself, we, his students, never for a moment 
forgot that we were in the presence of the great 
teacher, and even when we laughed at his jokes 
we did it reverently. Isaac Mayer Wise had 
the happy faculty of making people feel at 
ease in his presence without losing their sense 
of reverence for the master and leader. He 
was at that time approaching his eightieth year, 


(Continued on next page) 





Photo by 


The Towers 


HUC men recognize this picture as “The Towers” the two trun. 
cated spires over the entrance to the Administration Building on 


the HUC campus. 





HISTORY 


A Brief Accouni cf HUC'’s 
Seventy Years 


HE Hebrew Union College 
T was founded in 1875, in Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, by Isaac Mayer 
Wise; a Bohemian immigrant 
rabbi, who believed firmly that 
the salvation of Jewry lay in free 
America. Wise was a true liberal, 
who believed passionately in the 
right of men to live their own 
spiritual lives; and he was deter- 
mined to make that liberalism 
real in Jewish life here in this 
new world. Rabbi Wise had fled 
from the tyranny of Hapsburg 
Europe; and almost from the very 
first day that he set foot on these 
shores he attempted to create a 
united American Jewry, which 
would be both Jewish and Ameri- 
can. He struggled with unflag- 
ging faith and devotion and tire- 
less energy; and he succeeded. In 
1873 he organized the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations. 
Two years later the Hebrew Un- 
ion College was established. 

THIS COLLEGE, the oldest 
Jewish theological school in the 
Americas, is dedicated to the pres- 
ervation of Judaism, its great his- 
toric ideals and its traditional in- 
stitutions. It holds that Judaism is 
both in spirit and fact a continu- 
ously progressive religious disci- 
pline, and that it must be kept 
constantly liberal and spiritually 
alert. It believes that if Judaism 
is to live and expand here in 
America it must be open to every 
positive influence of modernism, 
must square itself with every ad- 
vance in scientific thought, and 
must engender that type of relig- 
ous devotion which will evoke the 
uncompromising loyalty of every 
Jew. 

In accordance with these basic 
principles the Hebrew Union Col- 











Zalman Cohen, 





Jewish Post Photograph 


lege has carried on its work, Ii 
first sessions were held in th 
vestry rooms of Congregations 
B’nai Israel and B'nai Yeshuru, 
The original teaching staff cop 
sisted of Rabbi Wise and one a. 
sistant. Seventeen students 15. 
ponded to the first call. The Li 
brary in those days contained 
little more than a few Bibles and 
prayer-books hastily gathered 
from nondescript sources. From 
these modest beginnings the Col 
lege has grown steadily under the 
leadership of its successive Pred: 
dents, Isaac M. Wise (1875-1900), 





Mose#Mielziner (1900-1903), Got: 
thard Deutsch (February 1% 
June 1903), and Kaufmann Kohler 
(1903-1921). 

* 

TODAY its Faculty consists of 
one professor emeritus, thirteen 
active professors, and seven sft 
cial instructors. During the sev 
enty years of its existence it ha 
graduated four hundred and se 
enty-five rabbis. Iis Library, no¥ 
one of the largest Jewish librarié 
in the world, contains appro 
mately 100,000 volumes and 2,0) 
manuscripts. Its staff consists of 
Librarian and six assistants. I 
has its own bindery and photo 
static department. The College # 
housed in five stately building 
upon its own tract of land, ch 
sisting of approximately eighté# 
acres ,situated on Clifton Avent 
opposite beautiful Burnet Wood 





It is estimated that it cost 
approximately $15,000 to trainé 
rabbi adequately through # 
eight-year period of study. 
cost of training a single We 
Point graduate through a fa 
year course is almost $20,000. 





Rabbi Louis M. Levitsky #4 
member of the New Jersey 4 
mittee of the Alfred EB 
Memorial Hospital. 
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= Boys In Those Bays 


pATRICK J. McGILLICUDDY 
» Rabbi Norman M. Goldberg 











secretary te 
EAR Mr. Editor: In the absence of the Baal ha Bais I shall en- 






deavor to respond to your request for a humorous article. 
urprised that you called upon him for that type of article. 
oe * don’t think he is the man to do it. For the light-hearted, 
ial approach you should go to the professors of the Hebrew Union 
College, noble and learned men, free from the stress and strain of 
Rabbinical rough and tumble. They have no presidents of congrega- 
tions and sisterhoods, no junior congregations, no lions and rotary 
¢ubs, no ministerial associations to worry them; no weekly sermons, 
radio proadeasts to prepare. You see what I mean, Mr. Editor? 
‘a My poor Rabbi and all his colleagues are so busy (I have heard 
“him say) that even during their three month vacation periods they 
“have no rest. I remember that the good Doetor was relaxing at Lake 
Mahoe last summer, reading detective-mystery-horror stories by day 
“ed driving in to Reno by night when a call came from a nearby 
“semmunity and when he, imprudently, answered the phone he could 
“pot say “no” to an invitation to address their Ladies Benevolent and 
ES provement Club. This, mind you, at the very start of his vaca- 
when he had been at Tahoe Tavern for only a month. I ask 
can you expect harassed and driven Rabbis to be gay, humor- 
Fand witty. I answer that question, which was intended to be 
orical, in the first place. You cannot. Again, I suggest, go to 
professors. 
© you asked for humor and I am reminded that I asked the maes- 
several times, “Was it all seriousness and hard work back there 
’ the Hebrew Union College.” “It was not,” he rejoined, “Now and 
jn, we had our moments.” 






























* * 






HE TOLD ME this, for example. The boys were listening to a 
jecture in Dr. Mann’s history class when G.F. seated near the window 
halted the lecture with these words, “Salamm, Dr. and all you stu- 
gents! Humble yourselves! Hit the deck! Here comes the Messiah.” 
action to words, he touched the floor with his forehead, 






times, and began to intone a solemn prayer in ancient Syriac. 
~ «we rushed to the window, looking for said Messiah. There wasn’t 
‘g white horse in sight, only the Clifton Avenue car coming slowly 
“yp the hill toward the college. We were puzzled for a moment and 
‘Yhen we saw I.C., the wife of one of the professors. She was wheel- 
ing her son up the same hill (but on the sidewalk, of course). He, 
the son, not the professor, was according to G.F. the long-awaited 
Messiah. This lovely child had blessed the C. home after a long 
Whildless wait of many years and when he arrived believe me, he was 
Tyeceived with “Simcha gadola.” ... . 








* * * 





Photograph “DR. MANN tried to restore a semblance of order, but all the 
boys in the class pretended to believe that G.F. was right. A few 
of the younger ones actually believed it, I am convinced, but Dr. 


Mann remained skeptical. He would not grant permission to G.F. 








aan to leave the class reom and lead a delegation to the steps of the 
college, there to welcome the little Messiah with proper obesiance 
ance with bowing and scraping and mystic prayers in Arabic and Aramaic. 
7 Isay that Dr. Mann would not allow it, so we proceeded to welcome 
s work, Its the young hopeful without his permission. Weren’t we devils in 
held in the those days?” 
ngregations “I may say,” added the Rabbi, reminiscently ‘that the little child 
i Yeshurun seemed to enjoy it and the mother did not seem to be too greatly 
x Staff con surprised.” 
and one a Yes, he seemed to think that was great fun. 
udents res Now, Mr. Editor, I report these didoes just as they were related 
all. The Lif to me by the Maestro, in one of his expansive moods. I do not want 
s containel # you to suppose that I approve of such goings on in a theological 
’ Bibles anf school. And yet, the young men who participated with G.F. in that 
y gathered ceremony of recognition of the scion of David—look at them today. 
rees. Frou} They are the dignified leaders of congregations in Israel. 
igs the Col 
ly under the ‘ 
»ssive Presi ONE YOUNG MAN whose name I refrain from mentioning be- 
(1875-1900), # cause the members of Tempie Blank, in New York, might not under- 
)-1903), Got # stand, enjoys a nation-wide reputation from Broadway in New York 
ruary 19%}@ City to Broadway in Albany, New York. A second associate with 
nann Kohler G.F. had the distinction of serving in the army as Chaplain for three 
years without a promotion, the only Jewish chaplain thus to dis- 
tinguish himself. A third is the author of a new guide to the per- 
consists i§ Plexed, a standard Hebrew classic prepared for Men’s Clubs and 
us, thirten{f Brotherhoods. A fourth occupies the pulpit of the most dignified 
1 seven se™ Congregation in the most dignified big city of the United States. 
ng the s-ff ».. Therefore, I ask your indulgence of this boyish exuberance, 
tence it hs™ Please. You were probably young in your youth, weren’t you? 
‘ed and se " 
wie - THE BOSS RELATES that a young man, now Rabbi of a leading 
ish libres congregation in the city of Chicago, pulled an interesting stunt, also 
ns apprred in Dr. Mann’s classroom. The Professor was reciting the details 
ps and am of a bloody chapter in Jewish life. (alas that such chapters were des- 
cones tined to be repeated in our generation) During the Professor’s re- 
ee tital the excitement mounted. J.W., in particular, found it difficult 
and pho’ to restrain himself. 
. College ® He began to berate the Spaniards of the fifteenth century who 
ly buildings Were responsible for the terrors of the Inquisition. Dr. Mann sought 
f land, eat to quiet him. “All this happened a long time ago, J.” he said. “Sit 
ely eight" quietly and listen.” But J. would not sit quietly. He got up and strode 
fton Ave to the front of the class-room. There he harangued us to bestir our- 
rnet Woods selves, to organize an expedition against the Spaniard, to sail across 
— the sea and come to the rescue of our beleaguered brethren. 
rat it cost We entered into the spirit of the thing and inyited Dr. Mann to 
0 to train ag Come along as drillmaster. Poor Dr. Mann. He was beside himself 
through # and didn’t know quite how to handle the situation. Finally, he an- 
study. Ty BOUNced, “J. you are excused from the next two sessions of the class. 
single We Next week we enter a happier period of history and you may return. 
ugh a fol Class dismissed.” 
- $20,000. Said the Rabbi to me, “Patrick, that was one of the great 






Speeches of all time.” 








itsky i “You mean Dr, Mann’s lecture on the Inquisition,” I asked, 
ovits vom Maively, 
ye “Don’t be a ‘Chamor,’ Pat” he replied. “I mean J’s call to arms. 
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. 
but, though limping, was in fairly good physical 
condition and still attended to his many duties 
as teacher, preacher, pastor, editor of two week- 
ly papers, and leader at large of a great and 
growing city. The College was his greatest love, 
and to it he devoted all of his talents and ener- 
gies, though if I mistake not, he never received 
any compensation for his labors. 

THE APPARENT INADEQUACY of the old 
College building, however, had one distinct ad- 
vantage. It brought the students closer to one 
another, and made for greater intimacy be- 
tween students and professors. We all felt mem- 


bers of one large family—which indeed we 
were—with the College as our home. To be 


sure we had our quarrels and our grievances 
human nature being what it is, but on the 
whole we got along very well both with one 
another as students, and with the members 
of the faculty, hardly any of whom ever high- 
hatted us. Isaac Mayer Wise himself set the 
pattern for the relationship of the professors 
and students, by his kindness and affability. But 
I am somewhat ahead of my Story. 

My first meeting with Isaac Mayer Wise 
took place not at the College but in his Temple, 
the Plum Street Temple as it was called. I 
came there on a Sunday morning to the Sabbath 
services, having arrived in Cincinnati the day 
before. There I sat in one of the soft-cushioned 
pews admiring the beautiful Moorish archi- 
tecture of what is still one of the handsomest 
synagogue structures in America, and eyeing 
with keen interest the aged Rabbi as he preach. 
ed his weekly sermon amidst the palpable hom- 
age of the congregation. 

Awe-stricken as I felt, I nevertheless sum- 
moned enough courage at the end of the service 
to walk up to him on the pulpit to introduce 
myself. I expected a coldly formal reception 
as befits an occasion where the host is a dis- 
tinguished octogenarian of world-wide fame 
and the other is but a mere seventeen-year-old 
stripling and, in asense, a suppliant of his 
favor. To my delightful surprise he grabbed me 
by the hand, a cordial smile suffusing his fea- 
tures, and said: “So glad to see you; we have 
been waiting for you” (evidently having heard 
from my brother, already a student at the Col- 
lege, that I was planning to come). These few 
words, which sounded so sincere, sank into 
me and made me his captive forthwith. I be- 
lieve that Isaac Mayer Wise revealed his true 
worth as a Rabbi in those simple words; they 
sounded so human and made me so completely 
at home in his presence. I never thought that 
he was a great and eloquent preacher, though 
in the many sermons IJ heard him preach he 
showed himself erudite and informative. As a 
scholar, too, he could not measure up to the 
leading savants of his day, though he wrote 
many books on a variety of subjects. Yet he 
towered high among his colleagues, not only 
as a great organizer but as a man with a sym- 
pathetic understanding of life and with a sin- 
cere desire to be of help and of service. It was 
this which constituted his real greatness. 

. * + 

WISE’S FATHERLY ATTITUDE towards the 
young men who came to study at his College 
was touching, and I am sure the students never 
forgot it. No less cordial were most of the 
professors who befriended the boys and in- 
vited them to their homes and their tables. I 
vividly recall my entrance examination which 
was in charge of Dr. Mielziner and Dr. Deutsch. 
Having pursued Hebrew and Talmudic studies 
before coming to Cincinnati, I applied for admis- 
sion to the Collegiate Department which meant 
the fifth year. Mielziner opened a volume of a 
Talmudic tractate—I do not recollect which— 
and asked me to read. That frightened me. To 
read the Talmud at sight, without previous 
preparation, was far from simple. To me it 
looked at that moment as if the great man 
wanted to “trap” me, to make me display my 
ignorance. In my despair I threw myself upon 
his mercy. I confessed to him that I had never 
seen that particular page of the Talmud, but 
that I thought I could read and explain it if 
he did not mind my consulting the Rashi com- 
mentary which was printed alongside of the 
text. The good doctor heard me and smilingly 
answered: “Why, of course. That’s what Rashi 
is here for,” and added that Rashi, too, was 
part of the text. With the aid of Rashi I had 
no trouble in translating the Talmud to nis 
complete satisfaction. 

I fared no worse with Professor Deutsch. He 
knew of my background and was aware that I 
had cultivated a special knowledge of Hebrew. 
He took this into consideration when he ex- 
amined me in the Bible. Among other ques 


tions he picked out an archaic word which is 
tucked away somewhere in the Prophets and 
asked me where it was to be found. His ques- 
tion, too, sounded like an attempt to “catch” 
me. Fortunately for me, the very rareness of 
that word had impressed itself upon my con- 
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sciousness during my Bible studies, so that T 
readily gave him the source. 

Later, after I was assigned to my. class and 
took stock of my surroundings, I became aware 
that the good doctors were unusually 
on me in the that they never 
would have thought of submitting other boys 


“severe” 


examination, 


of the more purely ‘‘American” variety to such 
Among the room 
with me were boys who could barely read the 
vocalised text of the 
even the Union Prayer Book. 


a test. students in the same 


Hebrew Pentateuch or 
The Talmud was 
a sealed book to them, with or 
and it 


without Rashi, 
was them 
when called on to translate simple passages of 
the Scriptures. 


painfully embarrassing for 


I do not hold it against them. 
Many of these boys became distinguished pul- 
piteers after their graduation and rendered 
noble service to the Jewish cause in one way 
or another. Apparently, a good knowledge of 
Hebrew is not a main requirement for success 
in the Rabbinate, however desirable such an ac- 
complishment might be. 

I should add here that the standard of ad- 
mission to the College, in those days, left much 
to be desired. Indeed the entire system in vogue 
then was faulty. The boys were required to 
attend the University at the same time as they 
attended the College; that is to say, they would 
go to the University in the morning and attend 
the College instruction in the afternoon. This 
meant, of necessity, an inadequate attention 
to either the one or the other, and since the 
University diploma was essential for obtaining 
also the College diploma, not a few of the 
students devoted themselves to their secular 
studies mainly, taking a chance with their rab- 
binical studies. 7 

I am glad to learn that much improvement 
has been introduced at the Hebrew Union Col- 
lege in this respect since my time, for today 
no student is admitted who has not first secured 
his graduation certificate from a recognized 
secular college or university. This means that 
he has to devote all of his time at the College 
to his Jewish studies. Yet in spite of the de 
ficiencies alluded to, the student body in my 
day included many excellent men who made 
their mark upon Jewish life after their gradu- 
ation. Some of the leading Rabbis in the Re. 
form pulpit of the present day belong to the 
student period I speak of. 

My relations with the professors, on the 
whole, were happy ones, making allowance for 
the differences of temperament and of disposi- 
tion. Mielziner though more reserved, was al- 
ways courteous and cordial. His main interest 
in life seemed to be the Talmud, the subject 
he taught, and he was jealous of every minute 
he spent in the class room and saw to it that 
it wasn’t wasted on irrelevant matters. He 
succeeded Dr. Wise after the latter’s death as 
temporary President, continuing in that office 
until his own passing which took place in 1903 
shortly before my graduation. 

His death came after a prolonged illness, and 
even when he was bed-ridden he had me and 
another student of the Senior Class—the only 
members of his Talmudic class that year—come 
to his home to pursue our studies. There was 
something dramatic and weird about that scene 
of the sick old man in bed scanning the pas- 
sages of the volume before him as we read 
the contents of that day’s page. 

Casper Levias, who taught us Aramaic, was 
conspicuous by his frankness. In between the 
grammatical diagrams he chalked on the black- 
board’ he would discourse on many sibjects of 
moment in those days, notably Zionism and 
the radical trends of certain of the prominent 
Reform Rabbis. Indeed, the entire Reform 
movement came under the lash of his disap. 
proval. : 

A delightful man to deal with was Ephraim 
Feldman, himself an autodidact with no college 
degree and as such an accident as a professor 
in an academic institution, who yet was one 
of the best teachers of the place. From him 
we learned Jewish “philosophy” as contained 
in the master works of the mediaeval theo. 
logians, Maimonides or Yehuda Ha-Levi. 

Moses Buttenwieser taught us the Prophets 
in a thorough manner. In his lectures——and 
they were real lectures—he attended strictly 
to his business and could not for a moment be 
swerved from his duties whenever any of us 
attempted to engage him in a conversation on 
an extraneous subject. 

Sigmund Mannheimer, too, was strict in his 
adherence to the work to which he was assigned, 
which was the Pentateuch, or a portion of it. 
He was the Poet Laureate of the College, for 
he wrote poems on any and every outstanding 
event in world affairs, and to prove his versa- 
tility he would write each poem in four dif. 
ferent languages, English, German, French and 
Hebrew. 

We also had Professor Henry Malter who 

(Continued on next page) 
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was an all-around helper out, teaching Bible 
as well as philosophy and other subjects. He 
came to the College from Berlin when I was 
in my second year, and due to our common 
interest in Neo-Hebraic literature, and more 
especially the “Hashiloah” Hebrew monthly to 
which we both contributed, we became very in- 
timate. 
* s nd 

BUT IT WAS Dr. Gotthard Deutsch who fas: 
cinated us perhaps more than any other man 
on the faculty. He was massive and tall, broad- 
shouldered and truly patriarchal with the long 
grey beard which surrounded his broad face and 
the bespectacled large eyes which gave him 
the air of a European savant, which indeed he 
was. Deutsch was in his forties at that time, 
but due to his grey hair looked more like a 
man in his sixties or older. He was a delightful 
conversationalist, and if we learned but little 
under him of Jewish history which was his main 
subject, we carried away from him much use- 
ful information on Jewish life and customs, on 
Hassidism and the Kabbalists. 

There was much that was contradictory in 
his spiritual make-up. By conviction a Reform- 
er, and often critical of the old Orthodox ways 
and ceremonies which were targets for his 
jests and humorous sallies in the class room, 
he yet preferred to attend the services in the 
John Street Shule—an Orthodox synagogue-—- 
rather than in the Reform Temples of Cincin- 
nati. There I saw him more than once wrapped 
in a long Tallith and chanting the old Hebrew 
prayers to which he had grown accustomed in 
his childhood and youth in his native Moravia. 
On one occasion I heard him preach a sermon 
there, an effort which was far from successful. 
He then told me he hoped I would not take 
his as a model of what an American preacher 
should be like. 

Deutsch was most kindly disposed to the 
students and frequently invited my brother and 
myself to his hospitable home for a chat and 
a meal. He had a phenomenal memory and his 
card catalogue of dates and events had as many 
as seventy thousand items and was a unique 
achievement. He, too, was a polyglot, for he 
wrote Hebrew and Yiddish with equal facility 
as he did German and English. An author of 
many works, none of his books somehow made 
a lasting impression, perhaps due to the fact 
that he attempted creating in too many literary 
fields, writing dramas and novels as well as 
history books, instead of concentrating in one 
particular branch and making it his specialty. 
Like so many other prominent figures, the man 
in him was by far more interesting than the 
writer or the scholar. 


I believe this about sums up the teaching 
faculty at the Hebrew Union College in my 
time. We had two other professors, Dr. David 
Philipson who taught us homiletics, and Dr. 
Louis Grossman whose field was presumably 
some phase of Jewish philosophy. I say “pre- 
sumably” because the good doctor, who was 
a very versatile man and always glad to con- 
verse on any or all topics under the sun, would 
scarcely stick to his subject. But he was a de- 
lightful man socially. Philipson taught us how 
to preach and also how not to preach. Both he 
and Grossman, being Rabbis in the Cincinnati 
pulpits, gave us but one hour a week of their 
busy time, and we saw rather little of them. 
In my last year at the College we got a new 
instructor. He was Dr. Judah Leon Magnes, 
now head of the Hebrew University. He taught 
in the loWer grades where I, too, had been as. 
signed to work as a tutor of backward students. 
We became fast friends, and when I left the 
College that year it was Magnes, himself a 
Californian, who interceded in my behalf with 
the Reform Congregation of Stockton, Cal. 
which elected me without a trial sermon. 

4 * * 

I OUGHT TO ADD here that, as far as I can 
remember, I wasn’t particularly prominent in 
the student activities, neither at the Hebrew 
Union College nor at the Cincinnati University. 
I had much to do both as a pupil in the two 
institutions and as a student-Rabbi at Ports- 
mouth, Ohio, where I went every week to con- 
duct the services. I also filled out any leisure 
time I had by writing for Hebrew language 
periodicals. Still I found time to serve as one 
of the editors of the College Monthly and oc- 
casionally even to preach Zionism either in Cin- 
cinati itself or in near-by communities. A con- 
vinced Zionist I was even before I came to 
Cincinnati, and at the College continued my in- 
terest in what I considered to be the one lasting 
solution for the affilicted and long-suffering 
Jewish people. 

This reminds me of the snag I ran into dur- 
ing my second year at the College when I was 
instrumental in bringing Professor Richard Got- 
theil to address the student-body during the 
evening services in the Chapel. Dr. Gottheil had 
written me that he wes making a tour of the 


Middle-Western States on behalf of the Fed- 
eration of American Zionists of which he was 
then the President, and asked me to arrange 
a meeting for him in Cincinnati. This was done 
with the help of the Zionist society of that city, 
and the meeting was held, if I mistake not, in 
one of the Orthodox Shules. 

I met the Professor at the Railroad Station on 
the morning of the day he was to speak and 
accompanied him to his hotel. Then the thought 
flashed across my mind: Why not have him 
speak to the H.U.C. students. When I men- 
tiofied it to him he agreed it would be a good 
thing to address the students on Zionism but 
that he felt the invitation to do so should come 
from the heads of the institution. Nevertheless, 
he agreed to visit the College during the after- 
noon and see for himself the work that is be- 
ing done there. 

When he came with me he was welcomed by 
Professors Deutsch and Mielziner, taken 
through the classes and invited into the Chapel 
to speak to the student body. He delivered an 
interesting talk on the movement which he 
headed. Afterwards it came to my attention 
that the anti-Zionist members of the Faculty 
were rather peeved that this happened, and 
that, on learning that I was the one who 
brought the Professor to the College, I came 
in for not a little criticism. 

* * > 

WHETHER OR NOT Isaac Mayer Wise him- 
self was displeased I do not know. I do know 
that on another occasion he showed himself 
rather tolerant to a Zionist member of the 
Faculty, notwithstanding his own virulent op- 
position to the nationalist Jewish ideal. This 
happened in connection with his eightieth birth- 
day celebration in 1899, when the Central Con- 
ference of American Rabbis convened in Cin- 
cinnati in his honor, and Zionism came in for a 
severe tongue-lashing from not a few of the 
Rabbis present. Professor Casper Levias, who 
could not tolerate this onslaught on his pet 
ideal, asked to be heard in defense of the move- 
ment. Dr. Wise who presided not only granted 
the request but even suggested that Levias’ 
address be published in pamphlet form at the 
expense of the Conference and distributed 
among the members. It seems to me that Isaac 
Mayer Wise never rose to greater heights as 
a teacher and Rabbi than at that moment of 
supreme tolerance toward an ideal which he 
honestly considered repugnant and hurtful to 
the best interests of the Jewish people. 

I was also instrumental in bringing another 
distinguished visitor to the College that same 
year 1899,—or was in 1900? Th: man was the 
famous Yiddish orator and Maggid, Zevi Hirsch 
Maslianski who, too, had come to Cincinnati to 
speak before the Orthodox Jewish community. 
I had been a follower of Maslianski in New York 
during my youth when I would go to hear him 
nearly every time he spoke. On hearing that 
he was coming to Cincinnati I mentioned it to 
Professor Deutsch and he suggested that I 
bring him to the Chape! services on Saturday 
afternoon, 

My brother and I served as a delegation and 
Masliansky was not a little impressed with 
what he saw, the rendition of the prayers and 
the singing of the student choir. Introduced by 
both Professor Mielziner and Deutsch, Maslian- 
sky, spoke in a Biblical Hebrew in his usual 
impassioned manner, pleading with the stu- 

dents to serve their Jewish people loyally and 
lovingly, and daringly attacking the extremists 
among the Reform Rabbis of the time who went 
so far in their innovations as to even remove the 
Sefer Torah from their Temples. He referred 
to Rabbis Emil G. Hirsch and Moses Gries who 
were guilty of that offense. Dr. Wise, who was 
present, was visibly affected and told Maslian- 
sky that he fully agreed with his strictures. He 
then invited him to spend the rest of the after- 
noon with him at his home. Masliansky men- 
tions this incident in his interesting volume of 
memoirs. 
x * of 

AND SO I come to the end of my few rem- 
iniscences of the five happy years I spent in the 
old Hebrew Union College building in down 
town Cincinnati. The many disillusionments 
which came to me, as they come to every Rabbi, 
after graduation and when faced with the prac- 
tical problems of the Jewish ministry, in no 
way lessened my attachment to the institution 
that gave me so much, and to the men who 
both taught and befriended me. Nearly all of 
those I mentioned are no longer in the land of 
the living. Gone are Wise and Mielziner, 
Deutsch and Buttenwieser, Feldman and Levias, 
Malter and Grossman. The College of their 
labors was small and unpretentious, but it ren- 
dered a noble and enduring service to the Jew- 
ish cause in the New World, and the influence 
of those teachers is felt to this day through 
their disciples who are preaching the Jewish 
message throughout the land and are carrying 
on in the spirit of those masters. 
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I tell you I was ready to book passage for Cadiz or do I mean ous’ 
blanca or what do I mean, Pat.” ‘ 

“Barcelona, perhaps,” said I. “Yes, that’s it, Barcelona,” he 
sponded. bd 

* ? a 

WELL, THE DOCTOR THINKS that was a bit of hilarious i 
sode but I don’t know, I am sure. Sometimes, I think his ge be 
humor is greatly exaggerated. For example, I see nothing funny j 
the shenanigans that went on in Z’s room. My boss claims he be 
ganized the plot and he laughs gaily at the recollection of it. Thi 
Z. as fine a gentleman as you will ever meet was always meticulo 
in his personal appearance. He was fussy about his room in / 
dormitory. It was the neatest cell in the building. 

Well sir, my boss and the boys purchased for Z. a lovely brags 
cuspidor. “But, fellows,” he protested, what do I need it for? T don’ 
smoke and certainly I don’t chew.” ' 

“That may be,” said G. “but I do and so does Z2 (now a leadin 
figure in Southern Jewry) and’so does Z3 (now an educator, lecturer 
and handy man about the house in addition to being a Rabbi), We 
bought this receptacle for your room because we have agreeq to do 
our chewing here.” 

He placed the cuspidor in the corner. The boys took out Plugs 
of Piper Heidsick and the great contest began. 

“Surely,” said I, horrified, “you were only jesting.” 

“Certainly not,” he said. “I don’t doubt that some of these men 
still take a little chew, privately, now and then and I don't Mean 
Wrigleys.” 

Ah dear, it distresses me to record this business but Upon check. 
ing with Z. several years ago, I discovered that what the boss had 
told me was “takeh emes.” 

“Poor’Z.” reminisced the Baal-ha-bais “his room was Spic and 
span as a band-box until we bought him that beautiful brass orna. 
ment. From the moment we installed it Z’s morale took a nose-dive, 
Thereafter, the room resembled a honkey-tonk, thick with cigar and 
cigarette smoke, loud with amiable chatter and the intermittent 
clang-clang when one of the chewers made an occasional bulls-eye, 

“Z’s room, forever after, was distinguished not so much for its 
neat and severe appearance but for its livability. Yes, even Z. him. 
self improved. A wild, haggard look came into his eyes and a certain 
carelessness was apparent in his dress. By the time we left College, 
he was voted the most popular man and the one most likely to smite 
a fellow human in a fit of rage.” 

Dear, dear—and he thinks all that is funny. I cannot see it and 
if I did not know the culprits, personally, I would predict a black 
future for such scalawags, 

Be i Be 

THINK OF TAKING into camp a dear, kind gentleman like Dr, 
Idelsohn, Olav Hasholom, foremost exponent of Jewish music in the 
world. When he came to the college from Palestine via South Africa 
and way stations his introduction to American-Jewish youth started 
in the A grade Modern Hebrew class. 

“He passed around a piece of paper and instructed us to write 
our names thereon,” the boss related. “We gave him names, the 
fanciest list of names ever drawn together in one class. Al Capone, 
Aaron Burr, Smoky Joe Wood, Kauffman Kohler the second, Jack 
the Ripper, Hillel Silver, Alvin Luchs, Douglas Fairbanks. . . . He 
glanced at the names solemnly and seriously, transscribed them in 
his roll book and then he began to read them to us, looking at each 
boy for an acknowledgement of his name or for some correction, 
“Al Capone,” he called. No one answered. Giggles. 

Louder he asked “Al Capone. Where is this fellow?” 

“He went to the office,” said G. “Why don’t you go to the phone 
and ask him to return.” The Professor picked up the phone, gingerly 
and put the question to the secretary, “Where is Al Capone?” He 
must have gotten the right answer because a great light seemed to 
dawn on him. He turned to us and said, “Ah, you mek chokes wit’ 
me. Now it iss my turn. Let’s get to work.” 

Is that funny, Mr. Editor? If it is, I miss the point. The idea 
of listing such names. Capone was never a student at the College, 
If the members of the class had a little imagination and they wanted 
to list “gazlonim” why didn’t they add names like Haman or Pharoah 
or Billy the Kid? 

WELL, THAT JUST ABOUT sums it up, Mr. Editor. I am not 
going to pretend that this stuff is funny. 

I will repeat a story, however, that has classic proportions. H. §, 
who today is Rabbi of a congregation that gives scant encourage 
ment to “shochtim, melamdim and Z.O.A. organizations,” lived ina 
little town in N. Y. State. His father, according to his student son, 
was a “medical specialist.” He enjoyed a splendid local reputation 
and, indeed, folks in nearby towns called upon him for his specialized 
services. 

It was no secret at the College that the “Baal-ha-batisher” young 
Rabbinical student, later destined to be a key man in ihe Rabbinate, 
stemmed from illustrious parentage. 

Dr. L., Professor of Talmud, had heard a rumor thereof. ‘I 
wonder if he could help me,” he questioned student S. I got pains 
here and here and sometimes I can’t sleep nights and other times 
after I take a midnight snack of a piece of herring with Rubels ryé 
—it don’t set well, etc.” 

S. listened patiently and opined, “My father is a wise man. It 
ever you get over to B, you might consult him.” 

That is what the Professor was waiting to hear. Three days latet 
he presented himself at S’s home, hurried up the steps, knocked on 
the door, called for the “Doctor” and, in his effusive way, began to 
describe his symptoms. 

Said the “Doctor” with a twinkle in his eyes—‘My dear Pro- 
fessor, you are about fifty years too late for my services. Didn't you 
read the sign on the door? I am not a medical specialist, but 4 
“Mohel” specialist. 

Poor Professor was crestfallen and upon his return to Cincim 
nati claimed that S. had misrepresented his father as a “medical 
specialist. 

“No” insisted S. “I always said ‘Mohel’ specialist, but I may hat 
slurred the word ‘Mohel’ a little in my hurry to stress the ‘Ss 
ist’. This is what Professor B. calls a verbal ellipsis of the—” 

“Never mind what Professor B. calls it,” said Prof. L., “I call i 
a dirty trick.” 

That, I think is a funny story. 

(Continued on Next Page) 
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peprinted_from “After 70 Years,” by 

Alired Segal. 

OR the first fifty-three of its 
F seventy years the College was 
ed entirely out of the in- 
he Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations. The 
Union is the parent of the Col- 
lege; the relations of the two 
jnstitutions always have been 
close and interdependent. Each 
would find it difficult to exist 
carry on its full service with- 


supporte 
come of t 


nd 
a the cooperation of the other. 


In the year 1928 there became 
available to the Hebrew Union 
College the proceeds of an en- 
dowment fund raised by Mr. 
Adolph S. Ochs of New York. 
Mr. Ochs undertook to raise five 
million dollars. When the depres- 
sion began in 1929, $4,250,000 had 
been subscribed. ; 

Because of the depression not 
all of this sum could be collected. 
Actually, less than $3,500,000 has 
been paid in. 

It was thought that after 1928 
the Hebrew Union College would 
become financially independent 
of the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations. At that time the 
endowment fund was adequate to 
support the College. (Until 1928 
the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations had paid out about 
$225,000 of its annual income for 
the maintenance of the College.) 

THEN the depression: Whereas 
at the beginning the endowment 
produced 5 per cent a year, the 
average interest rate today is 
only about 3.5 per cent. The value 
of the securities in the endow- 
ment shrank to $2,000,000, al- 
though in this respect the College 
fared better than most similar in- 
stitutions, due to the wisdom and 
responsibility with which its in- 
vestments had been made. 

Moreover, the endowment 
raised by Mr. Ochs was not one 
that could stand in perpetuity. 
Julius Rosenwald, who had given 
$500,000, was strongly averse to 
permanent endowment and, as 
a matter of principle, would never 
contribute to any such fund. 

He required, therefore, that 
$3,000,000 of the total fund be 
expended in the course of 25 
years, at an annual rate of from 
$90,000 to $150,000. (He assumed 
that the entire five million dol- 
lars would be collected.) 

The authorities of the College 
accepted this condition and have 
adhered to it scrupulously but 
conservatively. In no year has 
more than the minimum amount 
of $90,000 been expended. 

* « * 

IN 1932, when it was seen that 
the depression was to be of longer 
continuance and severer effect 
than had been anticipated, the 
annual budget of the College was 
cut from $335,000 to $210,000, a 
reduction of 35 percent. It has 
remained close to the latter figure 
during all these intervening 
years. Only during this current 


Zalman Cohen, 
Photographer 


—Photo by 
Jewish Post 


Shaft At Wise Grave 


This shaft marks the final rest- 
ing place in the United Jewish 
cemetery in Cincinnati of Rabbi 
Isaac M. Wise, founder of Re- 
form Judaism. The small mark- 
er at the base reads “Isaac M. 
Wise, born in Steingrub, Bo- 
hemia, March 29, 1819, died 
March 26, 1900. Rabbi of K. K. 
Bene Yeshurun, Founder of the 
Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations, The Hebrew Un- 
ion College, The Central Con- 
ference of American Rabbis.” 


year, as the result of the rapidly 
advancing cost of living and of 
administration, has the annual 
budget of the College experienced 
Significant increase. 

There has been a steady de- 
crease of the endowment fund, 
due to the annual spending of at 
least $90,000 of it, as required by 
Mr. Rosenwald, and to the shrink- 
age of security values. 

Because of rising costs, the 
time has come when the College 
will have to spend the maximum 
of $150,000 a year instead of 
$90,000 out of the endowment 
gathered under the Rosenwald 
stipulations, even with the prac- 
tice of the most rigid economy. 
This means, as statisticians have 
figured, that unless the College 
can develop new sources of sup- 
port and general maintenance, 
the fund will be exhausted in 
seven years. 
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‘Sometimes I think I’d like to 
retire tomorrow,” said Dr. Julian 
Morgenstern to a Jewish Post re- 
porter recently. “I am looking 
forward eagerly to my retire- 
ment so I can find some time to 
do my research and writing.” 


oe 2 
Among alumni of HUC who 
made their mark in the world 
of arts and industry are two 
well-known names: Jack Skir- 
ball, the movie producer, who 
occupied the pulpit at Washing- 
ton Avenue Temple in Evans: 
ville, Ind., and Abe Spanel, pres- 
ident of the International Latex 

Co., of Dover, Del. 

* * * 
Dr. Eric Werner’s “Symphony 
Requiem” was given its world 


premier by the Cincinnati orches- 
tra, conducted by Eugene Goos- 
ens, and has also been performed 
by the Sao Paulo, Brazil, and 
Montevideo orchestras. The Minr- 
neapolis symphony may give a 
performance of his composition 
this year. 
+ x * 

Miss Cora Kahn, instructor in 
public speaking, teaches the stu- 
dents how to deliver their ser- 
mons, but her first words on be- 
ing introduced to a member of 
The Post staff were, “Wotchoo 
gonna do?” She is a charming, 
hearty soul, stout, good humored, 
and the only woman on the 
teaching staff. 

* * * 
* As the students were getting 
settled and the photographer ar- 
ranging his equipment for the 
photograph, in this issue, of the 
chapel services, one student ad- 
monished his fellows, “Come on, 
God’s getting impatient!” 

* € * 

The course of study at Hebrew 
Union College takes six-years if 
you are already a college gradu- 
ate, eight years if you take your 
college work and your rabbinical 
studies at the same time. This, 
obviously, necessitates from ten 
to twelve years of preparation 
for the rabbinate. The average 
student upon graduation has 
three degrees, his college degree, 
his Bachelor of Hebrew Letters 
degree and his Master of Hebrew 
Letters degree. 


JUST BOYS IN THOSE DAYS 


(Continued from preceding page) 


REMEMBER, PLEASE, that all these things happened a long 
time ago. I hope that you and your readers will be as indulgent and 
understanding as I try to be. These innocent, light-hearted and care- 
free youngsters have graduated into the adult world described by the 


Bard as “a vale of tears,” 


ize it, “It ain’t no gan-aden.” 
You and I upon 


look these I 


stern of visage, serious-minded, ze 


or as I have 


tabbis 


alous 


heard the Master character- 


, Clothed in dignity, 
and diligent. It takes a bit 


to ay 

















of imagination to couple them with the harum-scarum lads who 
executed the pranks and capers I have d bed. Surely. you say to 
yourself, not the great Louis Mann in his student days, not the bril- 
liant Siskin in his student days, surely not the in of the Rab- 
binate, the venerable David Philipson, in hi uc days! !!! Well, 
sir, I don’t know, The Maesiro doesn’t go back that far but from 
what he tells me, I wouldn’t be surp: eb men too, 
were guilty of making life interesting and 6 ionally miserable for 
their professors. That’s all I have to say. Dayyenu! 
Editor’s Note; Patrick MeGillicuddy is a ticticonal eharacter made famous 
by Rabbi Goldbuare. 

Every HUC graduate knows dictating, and seems to know by 
Miss Bertha Sachs, to whom Dr. instiiet where™anyone is who’s 
Morgenstern refers as his boss. receiving a special delivery let- 
She has been at HUC for the ter or telegram or long distance 
past twenty years, and is de- call. She can give you data with- 
voted to her job. “Of course,” out referring to printed informa- 
she said in an undertone, “Dr. tion about anything concerning 
Morgenstern .just said that in the college or the faculty. 
jest, about me being his boss! Be . 
sides, that isn’t a word in my vo- The corridor in the Adminis- 
cabulary. I just call him Dr. Mor- tration Building and the Board 
genstern, or the President, or Room are devoted to portraits 
sometimes His Excellency, but I and busts of men famous in the 
never use the word ‘boss’!”’ She history of HUC. A bronze bust of 
is extremely proud of Dr. Mor- Rabbi Isaac M. Wise just outside 
genstern’s works, and went to the chapel was done by Sir 
the bookcase to point out the Moses Ezekiel about 1898 or ‘9y. 
books he had written. His latest, Dr. Morgenstern watched Rabhi 
“The Ark, The Ephod and the Wise pose for it. A copy in mar- 
Tent of Meeting” is dedicated ble stands in the schco! library. 
to Dr. Morgenstern’s” grand- An oil portrait of Dr. Kaufmann 
children, “Billy” and “Juni”, Kohler, by his daughter (she did 


William A. Greenebaum, Jr., and 
his namesake, Julian Morgen- 
stern Greenebaum, of New York. 
Two other books, “Amos Studies” 
and “Genesis,” dedicated to 
his son-in-law and daughter, “Bill 
and Jean,” Mr. and Mrs. William 
A. Greenebaum, and to “My 
Wife.” 


are 


n * * 

It is possible that the first per- 
son you would meet if you went 
to Hebrew Union College would 
be Miss Dora Aaronsohn, who 
sits in the outermost office. She 
is undoubtedly one of the pillars 
of the college, as you'll discover 
if you are around for five min- 
utes. She runs the switchboard, 
takes letters from _ practically 
anyone passing who feels like 





the bust of Dr. Kohler in Dr. 
Morgenstern’s office), is one of 


the corridor portraits. A portrait 
of Dr. Mielziner, acting 
president from 1900 until 1903, 
was done by his son, Leo Miel- 
ziner. Leo Mielziner’s son is Jo 
Mielziner of Broadway treatrical 
fame. A portrait of Dr. Gotthard 
Deutsch, professor of history 
from 1891 till 1921, was painted 
by the famous Jewish artist, 
Abel Pam, 


Moses 





A weekly radio broadcast, 
“The Hillel Hour,” will be pre- 
sented at 4.15 p. m. (EST) each 
Tuesday over Station WMAJ by 
the B’nai B’rith Hillel Founda- 
tion at Pennsylvania State Col- 
lege. 











its Founding. 


public. 





We the undersigned are happy to take this means to 
salute Hebrew Union College and the Reform Jewish Com- 


munity on this memorable occasion, the 70th Anniversary of 


Democracy finds its greatest fulfillment in the ideal- 
istic concepts of Judaism, and the alumni of your institution 


have played no small part in the development of our re- 


Trained to leadership and steeped in the prophetic 
tradition, these men have with strength and courage carried 


onward the banner of freedom and opportunity sor all, 


The Crown Overall 
Manufacturing Co. 


Procter & Gamble 
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~CONGRATULATIONS 











To The 


Hebrew Union College 


Upon Its 


/Oth Anniversary 


y gen page is dedicated to the Seventieth Anni- 
versary of the Hebrew Union College, founded 
in Cincinnati on October 3, 1875 and to the concept of 
progressive Judaism that has been preached by all 
the sons of the College in all the years since. 


a oo ane 


FASHION FROCKS, INC. 


PHILIP MEYERS, President 
CINCINNATI, OHIO 
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Strictly Confidential 





AL SEGAL Speaks on TRIP TO MOON! 








a 


By PHINEAS J. BIRON 





rtage ; ; . 
Defense organizations should investigate the consistent reports 


t Montreal Canada, is once more the scene of violent anti-Semitic 
tha : 


incidents. - - - : pag 
coast happenings are revolving symptoms of rampant anti- 
- jtism . Among other things, synagogues have been vandal- 
Sem! *? . 


Which reminds us that David Fried, of New York, has sent 
ywing apt quotation: “After the war the center of anti- 
ll shift from the European continent to North and South 
., This prediction was penned by Prof. Salo Baron of 


in the f0ll 
Semitism W1 
America.” ° 


jumbia University. .. . And we don’t like the slant of the article 
ich ‘Refugees’—18 Karat Headaches,” in the Nov. 27 issue of 
“ weoaMrn : at 

- .. It is untimely. . . . The editorial box above the 


k magazine. . t ; ever , 
le reads: “ ‘Refugees’ is quoted in the title of this article because 
artic : 


the few emigres cited here are smearing thousands of honest refu- 

who have fought for the U.S., paid taxes, contributed richly to 
+ ulture.” . . - But even this box will not undo the bad effect 
a the article will have on the average reader. 


. * * 


This and That 


More power to the Chronicle-Star of Pascagoula, Miss .. . It 
plasts Senator Bilbo in realistic political language that will do his 
reelection hopes no good. ... The poster “These Immortal Chap- 
lains,” avilable through the Institute for American Democracy, 
369 Lexington Avenue, New York, should be placarded all over 
the country... - Prof. Albert Einstein, whose home near Berlin 
was confiscated by the Nazis and later became the home of a 
prominent Gauleiter, received a huge case from Berlin the other 
day... . An accompanying letter informed him that the Russian 
commander of the occupied zone in which Einstein’s home is situ- 
ated was very happy to return to him the books which were 
found intact in the scientist’s home. . . . When the professor 
opened the case he found in it a most complete collection of Nazi 
literature. . . . Einstein’s own books had been burned, and re- 
placed by Nazi propaganda volumes. 


% . + 


Zionist News 
Harry S. Kruger, chairman of Baltimore’s Shaarei Zion Congre- 
gation, calls our attention to Rabbi Israel Tabak’s etter on “The 
Palestine Issue” published last month on the editorial page of the 
Baltimore Sun... . It is the best answer yet published to Rabbi 
Lazaron’s interpretation of Zionism. . .. The saga of the Palestine 
workers’ theatre Ohel is a true epic. ... This year Ohel celebrates 
its twentieth anniversary. ... An American tour by Ohel would do 
more to help the cause of Jewish Palestine than thousands of 
speeches by professional propagandists... “British Labor and 
Zionism” is a splendid, very enlightening little booklet issued by the 
American Jewish Trade Union Committee for Palestine. . .. In case 
you're interested, the organization’s address is 245 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City. 
# + * 
Raider’s Guide 
South Africa’s most original Yiddish fiction writer is Rach- 
miel Feldman, who, incidentally, is a very prosperous tobacco 
dealer... . Louis Rittenberg is doing a swell job of editing “Lib- 
eral Judaism.” ... The Oct. issue is pip. Believe it or not, the 
best-selling non-fiction book is “Atomic Energy,” by Henry De- 
Wolf Smyth. ... The publishers are expecting Sol Hurok’s auto- 
biography, “Impressario,” to become a best seller, the more so 
since Hollywood is already working on the film version. 
* * a 
Interesting Pedigree 
Who is Mr. Aaron W. Davis, president of Temple Israel of New 
Rochelle, who initiated a Foundation for the benefit of the rabbis 
occupying the pulpit of that congregation? . .. We have the dope 
directly from the pen of Dr. Stephen S. Wise, who writes us: “Aaron 
W. Davis bears the full name of Aaron Wise Davis. ... He is the 
grandson of my father and my nephew, his mother having been my 
older sister... . His father, Edward Davis, was one of the founders 
and most generous supporters of the Free Synagogue of New York. 
... Mr. Davis has the name of his grandfather, Aaron Wise.” ... 
Thank you, Dr. Wise. . . . Aaron Wise Davis bears a proud name 
and is a worthy descendant of the Aaron and Stephen Wise tradi- 
tion. 
* * * 
About People 
The most traveled fighter we know is Cpl. Joe Gollob. ... 
A 29-year-old Montreal Jew of Lithuanian descent, he toured all 
European countries before the war, and accumulated decorations 
for bravery on the French and Belgian battlefronts. ... Wounded 
twice, he has now returned to Canada, and is opening a physical 
culture school. ... Henry Morgenthau, Jr., has signed a contract 
making him a radio commentator on a national hook-up. . . . 
Dr. Robert Goldenson, author and lecturer om psychological sub- 
jects, who conducts the radio program “When He Comes Home” 
dealing with the problems of returning war veterans, is the son 
of Dr. Samuel Goldenson, rabbi of New York’s Temple Emanu- 
El... When, in “Confidential Agent,” you see Peter Lorre dying 
of a heart attack, be assured that you are getting an authentic 
Performance. ... Peter spent many hours getting detailed instruc- 
tions from several heart specialists before he played that scene. 
The Yiddish Press munists. Russians are playing up 
(Continued from preceding page) to them; and saying “that Zion- 
Now we want action. Words are 8S™ is supported by the Jewish 
ap. capitalists.” And a Forward read- 
er conjures up the picture of 
Russia and Palestine: Stalin, from a conquered Iran, 
Should Be Careful breaking through to ‘Palestine. 
Zionists, stop flirting with Rus- “There would be nothing left of 


~ Thus writes S. Isaacs from ~Ertet2 Israel. Stalin has ruined 
fusalem (Journal), Thousands 2nd plundered every land-he ever 


ot Arabs are joining the Com- entered.” Also, true Zionists 


is, 


* * * 





Newspapers don’t pay any attention to these occurrences, 


most serious-minded gentleman called on 
A me. ... “I,” he introduced himself, “am 
a friend of the Jews and you, I believe, have 
a large public among the Jews.” 

“I hope so,” I replied, “but you can’t al- 
ways tell. People do fall asleep over their 
papers or toss them away.” 

“In any event,” he said, “you appear to have 
a considerable circulation and for that reason 
I come to you. It’s a matter of a voyage to the 
moon.” 

The gentleman was far from the crackpot 
type. From long experience I know the crack- 
pot in all his varieties. The crackpot genera!iy 
is a drab-looiiing person and his shoes need shin- 
ing badly but he has a 
bright glint in his eyes. 

This man was neatly 
dressed and his’ eyes 
contained the — steady, 
serene look of a sane 
and thoughful man. So 
I couldn’t feel that this 
was just another screw- 
ball to be brushed off. 
I regarded him’ with 
most respectful attention. 

“Are you perhaps a public relations man 
for one of the airlines?” I asked. I know 
something of the new and startling things the 
airlines are planning. I shouldn’t be surprised 
to hear of them starting regular schedules to 
the moon any day. 

“No,” the gentleman replied, “I’m not con- 
“nected with any of the airlines. My trip to the 
moon is entirely non-commercial. There’s no 
profit in it at all. I’m not interested in mak- 
ing more money.” 

He explained that he was a scientist—a 
physicist who had long been working on rocket 
propulsion and had at last perfected a rocket 
that will go all the way to the moon with 
1,000 passengers at a time. 

“But why go to the moon?” I asked. “Tell 


me why should I want to go to the moon.” 
ok oe * 








“MY GREAT INTEREST in the rocket is 
not only that of a scientist but it also concerns 
the Jewish problem,” he said. “I believe that 
in this rocket I have the solution of the Jew- 
ish problem. . . . What I propose is the emi- 
gration of the Jews to the moon. This is 
nothing fantastic, mind you. This rocket is 
my gift to the Jews as their good friend.” 

He had loked over the world, “and what 
place on the face of the earth is left for 
Jews? Even our great democracies that used 
to be so proud to say they were the refuge of 
the oppressed do not take Jews. So they don’t 
want you on the earth? Well, then, leave the 
earth. There’s still the uncorrupted moon.” 

His eyes twinkled humorously; there was 
something of the sardonic comedian in them. 
Then I knew for sure that he was no crazy 
man, since there is no such laughter inthe 
minds of the insane. 

“Yes,” he went on, “you'll all go away on my 
rocket and leave the world without any Jews. 
We'll take along Einstein and the 12 or so 
other Jewish Nobel prizemen. Their number 
lately has een increased by the election of my 
friends Rabi and Chain. 


“We'll take along all your social philosonn- 
ers, all your talents and skills, your spiritual 
leaders, your business executives. They'll all 
go to the moon and start a world all over 
again. You’ll go and leave to this world oniy 
the teachings of your prophets, sages and 
saints. A sort of going-away gift, you see.” 

His eyes brimmed with laughter. 

“It will be comic revenge for everything the 
Jews have been made to suffer on the earitn, 
You just walk out.” 


* 


AS A FRIEND of all mankind as well as of 
the Jews he had come to the idea reluctantly. 
He knew what it would mean to cut out of the 
social body so important and healthy a part ot 
its organism; so much that is talented and 


competent. But then, he said, the social body 
has been hostile to the Jews and it shouldn't 
feel too offended if the Jews walked out on it 
and moved to the moon. 

As the friend of man, he could see it might 
all eventually turn out for the good of the 
earth. He envisaged the Jews developing an 
.ideal society on the moon... 
ganized in accordance with your prophetic 
ideals, a society without hate, excent for those 
private hates that one man may have against 
another individual, but no mass hating. Even 
in the best of societies we must allow for 
private hating.” 

He suggested that later the Jews, in a ges- 

ture of forgiveness, could send missionaries 
down to the earth, or at least bombard the 
earth with pamphlets explaining how much 
easier it is to get along by mutual respect 
than by throwing atomic bombs. ... “Snow- 
falls of pamphlets falling from the moon,” he 
chuckled. “Thus the earth may yet be con- 
verted to civilization.” 
More than that: He pointed out that without 
any Jews upon whom to blame its misfor- 
tunes, the world may get around to the idea 
of examining its own fault. ... “And that’s 
the beginning of wisdom and of virtue,” he 
said. 

He had his plan all written down in a pros- 
pectus entitled “A Plan to Build a Good, New 
World Far from the Old World Which Seers 
to Be Practically Hopeless.” After the Jews 
were well established on the moon he wouid 
have them invite into their society a num- 
ber of well-disposed Gentiles. ... “It wouldn't 
be biologically, socially or psychologically cor- 
rect for this immigration to the moon to be 
entirely of one kind.” 

He was organizing a committee of 1000 Jews 
to take to the moon to make a preliminary 
survey. He read off their names. All the big 
shots of Israel! 

“Goodness no!” I exclaimed. “They'll never 
get there. No sooner does your rocket start 
than they'll begin to argue over the direction 
to the moon. One will say it’s this way and an- 
other that way. All you’ll have will be a per- 
petual debate in space. They’ll never get there. 
Better send a committee of Jews who don't 
know how to make speeches.” 


“a society %31- 


The gentleman thanked me and said he 
would think it over. 
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COUNCIL’S WOMEN’S DIVISION 
HEARS ATTACK ON ZIONISM 


PHILADELPHIA, Pa.—Rabbi William Fineshtiber attacked the 
Zionist position as confusing the Jewish problem and hampering 
the immediate rescue work of Jews in Central Europe, at a luncheon 
meeting of members of the Women’s Division of the American Coun- 


cil for Judaism. 400 women were in attendance. 





“The question facing the Jews 
today is: Are we a nation or are 
we a religious community? If we 


Buy War Bonds! 





decide on the former we shali 
have to face the consequences. 
The Zionists’ position is now 
crystal clear. The Jews, they say, 
not some Jews but all Jews, are *, 
homeless, exiles from the Home- > x 
land in Palestine. The confusion “y|\\~ 
resulting from the _ inevitable 
dual nationality of Jews outside 
of Palestine is already manifest.” 

A spokesman for the Council 250 
claims a local membership of 
750 and 10,000 nationally. 


" MAYVFLOWER 


Palm Beach, Florida = © 


One of Florida’s Finest Resort Hotels 


pier ... solarium. 


NOW OPEN 


would be shot or sent to Siberia. 
M. Z. Frank remarks that at the 
Atlantic City convention, Zion- 
ists “shrugged their shoulders” 


after Silver’s hints on approach- 
ing Moscow. The writer adds that 
these were “ill-advised”  state- 
ments, 





Special 

NEW YORK—A National Con- 
ference on Palestine has been 
called by the Jewish National 
Fund for Jan. 4 to 6 in Pittsburg. 
Philly FEPC Office to Close 

PHILADELPHIA, Pa. — The 
Fair Employment and Practices 
Committee regional office here 
will close on Dec. 15 for the lack 
of funds. 


rooms, all with bath, completely remodeled. 
Directly on waterfront. European plan. Private 
swimming pool and Cabana Club. Ocean-front bathing. 
Continental cuisine of highest standard. Entertainment 
+ - « dancing nightly ... social staff. Private fishing 


For reservations, information—write 
NEW YORK OFFICE—ESSEX HOUSE, SUITE 1015 
160 CENTRAL PARK SOUTH, N.Y.C. CIRCLE 7-4624 
Theodore A. Frankel; Director. 
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ferent day from 1941! Re- Garden the other night, 

























































































































































































member Pearl Harbor ... Jack RCA starts shipping television UMMY 
HOLLYWOOD Benny assisted in the program |} j | Fecervers in six months, Ww nti 
r Hk! Newspaper Guild of New York has given Ingrid Bergman a for the Helpers big charity shin- ' : der what will happen! , , . The oe 
t “Page One Award” for her screen work and activities on be- dig .. . Bob Taplinger, former | Nat Wolffs (Edna Best) are of four dt 
half of the war effort. Ingrid tells me she was invited to attend cere- publicity head at Warners until now grandparents , , » Bil at ant 
monies in connection with her award at Madison Square Garden he enlisted, is back now at Col- Stern will call the plays at the ta 
but she could not accept because she is busy filming “Notorious” at umbia and an assistant to Boss- Rose Bowl New Year’s g wd “ee 
RKO studio. The award was given, the Guild informed Miss Berg- man Harry Cohn... S. Sylvan for the 9th year. ... The Sascha pis wil le 
man, “for your outstanding dramatic performances in motion pic: Simon, Metro director, stopped Heifetz separation has troubleg with yo 
tures as well as for your anti-fasci propaganda activities.” off in Pittsburg to visit his so many people who felt THAT down. 19: 
mother before the trek to NY and couple was a happy one, , Hs | 
als : : ‘ P - a look at stage shows... Belle Major Meivyn Douglas Contem. pletely “a 
Of pictures now in production in England, I have received Baker is off for Florida to rest plates producing, acting and restrain 1 
word that none will be more eagerly awaited in this country by before a nite club engagement... sponsoring a musical they For his am 
lovers of good music than “The Magic Bow.” For this is another Arthur ,Schwartz, the compose titled “Take it From Here? N. Y. Box! 
film started by Paul Muni’s “A Song io Remember,” and is based who turned producer for Warner He’s in NY now and SAYS he 
on the life of the immortal violinist, Paganini. Audiences will Brothers: and just completed expects it to be an all Gy oul AFTE! 
hear some of the most wonderful violin music ever recorded on “Night and Day,’ has’ turned That sort of work has bee; slaughter 
a sound track, for Yehudi Menuhin was engaged for the record- down offers to re-sign and hopped = iis Geld while in the eebyial n iis but 
ings. Except for close ups of his hands, Menuhin does not appear out of town. Many think he will I understand this proposition tg yled end 0: 
in the film. His 45 minutes of record 7 pon Leepernuneg meRey turn to stage shows awhile and MELVYN DOUGLAS Stage the GI show is a Promise put took j 
Paganimi'’s work, but Beethoven, Brazzini and Tartini are also not sign up with any  studio--  Sendiaee Wasdeal he made his gang while in prought ba 
represented, ; d demand or not. Burma, and many of them are The b 
returning now and will joj u 
Edward Arnold tells us the epitaph on a Hollywood cemetery : ¢ 7 to be a shortage on pictures too. preducing company e Bell -ortins 
tembstone reads: “Here lies an Atheist. ... All dressed up and No CHATTER. Wonder what has . Several of the films are ready las. e off the fra 
Place To Go.” happened that Ben Hecht is {9 pe sent out but are awaiting F cheduled 
Eddie Cantor has fired the opening gun for his “Give a Gift planning to return east next the same lowering of taxes for z hoods stich 
to a Yank Who Gave” campaign, which was so successful last week to work on a new novel. 1946. . . . William David is a AND SO. It’s true Dave Rubi the saloon 
year. There are still thousands of servicemen hospitalized in the He had such a contract (at ieast yey producer under the title Ac- off has returned to Pittsbur Ha the new 0' 
U.S., so let’s start thinking about another generous shower of the s%idio said so) to produce tion Pictures. make his home with his Bn to Askin: 
Christmas gifts! at Republic and just when he’s —_ e + Ot enlae a mother, ing the 34 
° . * finished “Spectre of the Rose” z — wry = Ki celebrations iim ate H 
Al Jolson met his mother and father this week for the first time he ups and goes east ... Two THIS’N’THAT. Universal is prion - ho Wearetnie the famous mae : 
Bo tig reas ae : a eee I ‘ 5 sca ; ; : 7 violinist. His wife and daught bandits Ww] 
in his life; This believe-it-or-not incident is not as curious as one other films are definitely on his trying something that no other ae ales winketion Shite bel rs er 
might think at first. The occasion was the start of Columbia’s Tech-  eontract so Hecht could be writ- film outfit has though of. They trom peas an = — oa ere | 
nicolor musical, “The Jolson Story,” with players in the first scene ing his own NEW story... . are giving the returning vet- did NOT die st poor saa “a THE 
before the camera portraying the “Mammy” singer’s parents. The Understand Michael Curtiz who eran a real break by offering hig hin ASCAP veiiae . an undertakt 
introduction was arranged by Producer Sidney Skolsky, who pre- has an Academy background of _ franchises for new theatres to a very levies toceene. Mane Red Sarac 
sented Tamara Shayne, Russian actress, to Jolson. “I’m sure glad many film successes may leave any serviceman who wants to peel just ona slet d Oe Director \ 
to meet my mother,” Al smiled. Immediately after, he met his fa- Warner Brothers for a combina- start out as an exhibitor ... as ‘ie ili life ona es w ‘a year’s clu 
ther, portrayed by Ludwig Donath. Then as a topper, Jolson met — tion with Hal Wallis. ... Henry That’s not a bad idea and so et al a, iain perio wil * With spo! 
himself as a boy, as portrayed by young Scotty Beckett! Ginsberg, Paramount Exec is far they have a waiting list Pe aveistiaie it a Sita ten develop ir 
looking over the talent field in| which will be cleaned up in a naiaiadaied vs beine acuel ow we should 
Edward G. Robinson's collection of paintings has had both NY. month. ee The picture crowd for the late Jerome Kern, who U. for tw 
its humorous and anxious aspects. The other day he had to ad- * * «© will assist but there will not be |, rote the greatest of moder 
mii to me that he had a unique experience in connection with the the Annual Ball for the March oho antic songs. NAT 
collection, He told me the story on the set of his new Universial DOT'’S DIARY. I see where the of Dimes this season; but’a big at City C 
picture, “Scarlet Street.” It seems that an eminent artist about textile clothing and manufactur- concert in NY with top artsist. SO LONG! Jewish. 1 
town had just completed a portrait of Robinson. A young wom- ing industry isn’t the only out- Understand Artur Rubenstein Hassman, 
an, whom he knew very well, said, “I saw your last painting and — fit to hold back until after the _ is already set. ... Irving Lesser, ‘ - Met selec 
kissed it, because it looked so much like you! “And did it kiss — first of the year in order to avoid general chairman for the NY F , ; mere ter, has e 
you in return?” inquired the actor. “Why, no,” the girl replied. the excess taxes. There’s liable Victory Bond rally had some crag all sa ptebergs: » N.Y. Got 
“Then,” said Eddie, “it wasn't me!” (By the way, when Eddie = " CAIRO “Plans. for an Arab for pro b 
Robinson commits a homicide in “Scarlet Street,” it will mark the pictures wants to direct next year. He says he has served his appren- university in Jerusalem, similar bility rer 
J6ist murder he has been personally responsible for on the ticeship in Europe in the theatre when he staged many great plays. in scope to the Hebrew Univer Joe L 
screen; and the 987th for which he has been either directly or loday one of his hobbies is 16mm camera work and he has steadily sity, have been added to the lost last s 
indirectly responsible!) added to his technical knowledge during the making of about sixty agenda of the Arab League, i: Joe is sti 
films since he did his famous “M” that brought him to the United was reported here by reliable gunning | 
Peter Lorve, who supports some of the villany in Warner Bros. States. sources. to stand 1 
—_ on aan ee ee a ae eee ancora The 
history lez 
aang _ : spite the 
MOSES TOOK HIS WIFE AND SONS, TO FO AMON BECAME SPOKESMAN AND . the game 
GF, be ¢ Sen ” a > MEET AARON, AND PREPARE TO LEAVE—~ TALKED TO THE IGRAELITES ~~ played go 
, THE LORD HATH SENT MOSES . é 
vi TO DELIVER US OUT OF THE of the We 
7 fi ; to go in. 

A ‘4 J = y — 

6 MODES SAI 
oe ee Cope ae oS == aI 
\-AND HIS-STRUGGLE FOR ISRAEL NO 
eae a < ee. . ‘ z 

CONTINUITY By“ COPYRIGHT DRAWN BY>— Special 
Specia 
MONT. MULFORD 1942, MC.GAINES DON CAMERON ew NEV 
LPART THREE- FROM THE BOOKS OF GENESIS, EXODUS {NUMBERS wait aw! 
amputate 
} GAO6ES AND AARON SEEK PHARAOH I KNOW NOT THE LORD, kreeeexcrr} [ 0 PHARAOH CALLS HIS TASIGMASTERS NALLY THE ISRAELITE LEADERS first-strii 
TOSETHER ~—~ SE OF eiTHER WILL L.LET COMPLAINED TO MOSES AND AARON OF Leon 
’ IGRAEL GO/-mAYBE THE NEW TASKS -~ many si 
THE PEOPLE DO NOT su 
HAVE ExlQUGH WORK MORE STRAW TO MAKE BRICK INSTEAD OF DELNERING when th 
ee ert BUT LET THEM GET STRAW tion aros 
A ae HIM covery f 
WILDERNESS ! England 
but his f 
, dn =~ urday af 
[PN the start 
- gers’ opr 
| 
“~ Klein, 
= — _ pounds, j 
ASKING GOD FOR HELA, MOSES RECEIVES | | (Moses AND AARON ONCE MORE VISIT WFO PROVE GOD Was wih THEM MOSES | [ Sri. puaiAcn WOULD NCT LET I@RAE" a riflem: 
HIS ANSWER PHARAOH ---~ TOLD AARON TO CAST HIS ROD BEFORE GO AND THUS MOSES AND AARON of the I 
NOW GHALT THOU SEE TURNED THE RIVER To BLOOD-—~~ th 
WHAT I WILL DO TO SHARACH PHARAOH TO LET HIS PEOPLE THIS MAN MOSES rough 
= ao! ae une West sid 
Dusseldo 
frozen. 
ar ae 
a "aan - 
NEXT WEEK: THE LORD SMITES THE 
¥ FIRST BORNE- THE PHARAOH RELENT 
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UMMY DAVIS is gone. The Brooklyn welterweight went out 


fighting to the last, throwing his left hook against the guns 

of four hoodiums in a tavern stickup. For once the odds were too 
at and the Brownsville boy paid with his life. 

Davis wasn’t a great fighter, perhaps not even a good one. The 

wd loved to watch him, however, for Al could stop anybody with 

‘. wild left hook. Once stung into a wild fury Davis clubbed away 


with 


nis lefts until either his opponent fell or Bunny was battered 
There were no halfway measures with the Brooklyn kid. 


His 1941 fight with Fritzie Zivic saw Bummy lose his head com- 


pletel 
restrain 
For his a ae 
y. Y. Boxing Commission. 


* * 


y to flagrantly foul Zivic. When Referee Cavanaugh tried to 
him Al shifted his attack and began to kick the official. 
mazing lack of respect Davis was set down for life by the 


* 


AFTER A HITCH in the Army AI was reinstated and led to the 
gaughter against none other than Fritzie Zivic. Fritz butchered 


Davi 


s but refrained from knocking him out until toward the sched- 


yled end of the fight. Al knew before hand he was in for a beating 
but took it withou a whimper.- Despite occasional losses he was 


prought pack repeatedly to fight in 


wou! 


Madison Square Garden. 


The boy who started peddling knishes at the age of thirteen 
nd up his boxing career with a quarter of a million dollars. 
Slated to box Morris Reif the latter part of this month, Bummy called 


off the fray when he found it impossible to shed weight. He was 
scheduled to leave for Florida three days after he was felled by the 
poods sticking up the tavern frequented by Al. Davis had just sold 
the saloon the day previously and was merely saying goodbye to 
the new owner when the gun men entered. 

Asking no quarter—Bummy pitched in and swung his left, break- 
ing the jaw of the leader. The others opened fire and felled the 
poxer. He tried to reach his car outside the saloon to chase the 
bandits when he fell mortally wounded. . 


* * 


* 


THE RABBIS of tomorrow, the boys at Yeshivah College, are 
undertaking quite a task with a 21 game basketball schedule. Coach 
Red Saracheck is back after two years in the Pacific as Recreation 
Director with the Red Cross. Red has several veterans from last 
year’s club. The game with Fordham should be quite interesting. 
With sports de-emphasis setting in at Fordham this rivalry could 
develop into something fine among two Class B. quintets. Perhaps 
we shouldn’t say Class B. The Yeshivah five once led Long Island 


U. for two minutes. 


* 


NAT HOLMAN THINKS he will have a good basketball team 
at City College this year. As usual the aggregation will be mostly 
Jewish. For a change City will have a little height with Scheer, 


Hassman, and Hillman each over six feet. 


Paul Schmones, an all 


Met selection last winter, will lead the crew. Hal Korovin, the cen- 
ter, has entered the professional ranks and is performing with the 


N. Y. Gothams. He is the second 


player in two years to leave City 


for pro ball. Levine joined the Sphas last year with a year’s eligi- 


bility remaining. 


Joe Lapchick has regained Harry Boycoff at St. John’s but has 
lost last season’s regular center Ivy Summer as well as Hy Gotkin. 
Joe is still rankled over his team’s defeat by City last year and is 
gunning for Nat’s team. He forgot his rivalry recently, long enough 


to stand up as Nat’s best man, at 


Holman’s chupah. 


The Philadelphia Sphas-sustained the worst beating in their 


history last Saturday night against the Fort Wayne Zellner’s. 


De- 


spite the fact that Fort Wayne trounced the Jewish club by 35 points 


the game wa: 
played good | 
of ihe Westerners. 


very interesting to watch. Surprisingly, 
il] but could not compete with the ast 
Everything Ft. 


the Spl < 
tne opnas 
sunding shooting 


Wayne threw at the I 


togoin. Theix first 19 points were tallied without 


SAID NO 


TO AMPUTAT ON, 


VW/RLUITGERS' HAILFERACK 
NO V¥ RU] GERS HALFBACK 


Special 


NEW BRUNSWICH, N. J.—A stocky littl 
wait awhile and see what happens,” when arm) 
amputate part of his left foot is back on the college gridiron as a 
first-string halfback on the Rutgers University elev 


Leon Klein, a former Jayvee 
many suffering from frozen feet 
when the question of amputa- 
tion arose. A slow period of re- 
covery followed in hospitals of 
England and later in America, 
but his feet were saved and Sat- 
urday afternoons found him in 
the starting lineup against Rut- 
gers’ opponents. 

Klein, who weighs only 155 
pounds, is from Clifton, N. J. As 
arifleman in the 99th Division 
of the First he fought 
through Belgium and was on the 
West side of the Rhine near 
Dusseldorf when his feet were 
frozen. 


army, 





gridder here in 1943, was in Ger- 


Sports Query 


The names of those who answer 
the question below correctely will be 
published next week. Address letters 
to The Sports Department. The Jew- 
ish Post, Box 1633, Indianapolis, Ind. 

What Kansas City, Mo., busi- 
ness man was a great player of 
the early first years of this cen- 
tury. He was a catcher and 
played with the Cubs. 

* . ‘ 

The answer to the previous 
query: What Jewish National 
League pitcher received $500 from 
his father every time he won a 
game, was Erskine Mayer. There 
were no correct answers. 




















GIANT REDMAN ‘ 






- By Jack Sords 


(2 ( Now You } 
625 ( Sore 
AN S - 





His WiZADRY MADE Hi 
MN THE ONLY PLAYER EVER 
3 Us CHaseN Tice To 


" 





PLAY WITA THE cou.coe 
ALL-STARS 


ge 









C4 





HARRY 
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BACK AT ST JOHNS UNIVER- 
SiTy, ASSURING JHE REDMEN 
ANOTHER HiIGH- ScoRING- 
BASKETBALL TEAM 
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IF RADER TWINS RETURN, 
LIU SHOULD WIN TITLE 


Special 


NEW YORK-—Long Island University might once again be back 
on the court as a top notch basketball combine this season as former 


stars return to coach Clair Bee’s fold. 


If the two Rader twins, Lenny and Howie, can make the long 
jaunt back from Guam where they’re stationed with the AAF before 


the season gets too far on, the 
Black Birds will have three of 
the greatest courtmen in the 


game’s history covering the court 
for them, Stanley Waxman and 
the two Raders. 

These three basketeers played 


together for coach Jamie Mos- 
kowitz at James Madison High 


School, Brooklyn. The team was 
known as the Madison wonder 
five when they ran up a record 
37 consecutive victories. These 
played for the Av 
enue R. Temple and also the 8th 
Temple of Brooklyn 
rpuel was their mentoi 
Avenue Temple 


same three 
Avenue 
Julie Ce 

e Sth 


Adelman’s Catch 
Sparks 


sl 


‘rojans to Win 


ra 


~ 


ng touchdown 
pass thrown by team mate Jerry 
Bowman in 

with 


counter Satur- 


UCLA last 
day. Adelman has played well all 
season, but he was superb in his 
all around play 
Uclans as the Trojans took a 26 


15 victory. 


against the 





Yeshiva College 
To Play 2 Negro Fives 


Special 
NEW YORK—Two of the 
games on the schedule of Yes- 


hiva College are with Negro 
colleges, Virginia Union and 
Morgan State. Yeshiva will 


meet Virginia Union Saturday 
evening, Dec. 22, and the game 
with Morgan State will be 
played Dec. 27 in Olympia 
Stadium, Philly. 

Yeshiva’s 
per, The Commentator, says of 
this, “Perhaps it will prove to 
he the 


great 


undergraduate pa- 


foundation of an 
inter-collegiate 
rivalry which shal be a source 
of pride to all concerned. 
There is no place 
no place for hatred or intoler 
ance on the fields of friendly 


strife.” 





flhar 


athletic 





Shorts 


players in 
doesn’t 
recently announced 
keep going next 
the 
Portsmouth — in 





ORTY-FIVE Jake 


Levy, one of the oldest active 


year old 
baseball, 
yet. He 
his plans to 


organized 
plan to retire 
season. During 
1945 


season, he 
the 


pitched for 
Piedmont 


League. His biggest achievement 


was winning 


the deciding game 


in the play-offs for his club, turn- 
ing a pitching masterpiece. 


Larry Lederman of the Mil- 
waukee Jewish center, was 
elected one of the vice-presi- 
dents of the Wisconsin A.A.U. 


* * 


In answer to “Football Fan” 


from New York, No, Arnold Sil- 


verberg is not on 


the current 


Auburn college football team. He 
was a tackle on the squad last 
season, but is through with schoo} 


now. 





| In The Jewish Market 





Schacht Wins Bet; 
Now Looks For Bettor 
TOKYO—AI Schacht ran an 
ad in the current issue of Stars 
and Stripes to collect a bet. 
Schacht, in Japan on a USO 
tour, has $100 coming from an 
Army captain who, at Milne 
Bay in Oct., 1944, wagered that 
the war would not be over be- 
fore 1947. 

The clown bet he’d be in Japan 


ee 
before 1946, and the current 
iss of Pacific Stars and 
A. C. T. Lace and Noveliy Co. _ ee a ae 
SOUTACHE — RICRAC — NARROW FAERICS a Se 6S See 
SHOE LACES. BRAIDS and CORDS ment to that effect. 
Trimmings for ali Purposes Why the ad? Schacht can’t re- 
693 BROADWAY. NEW YORK 12. N. Y. ber th tain’ 
_— Telephone ALgonquin 4-3887 member the captain's name. 
ne - 
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es es 
leading concessionaires, now have 


vin, 


Auburn does not have a 
Jewish player on its 1945 team, 


* 


The Jacobs brothers of Buffalo, 
regarded as the nation’s 


tie-ups which place them in more 


than 270 sports arenas through- 
out the country. 


The business, operated by Mar- 
Charlie and Lou _ Jacobs, 
takes them into baseball parks, 


race tracks, boxing arenas. They 


are highly regarded in all quar 
ters. They have many a 
ball club from bankrupt 


saved 
going 


through their generosity. 

Their latest tie-up is with the 
Chicago Whie Sox. They plan to 
spend about $147,000 in improve 
ments at the Sox Park. 


They are stock-holders in the 


Buffalo club of the Internationa] 
League 
* : * 


Herb Stein, who is the prop 
yert of the Chattanooga club 
of the Southern Association, 
was recently discharged from 
Ditto for Melvin Gor- 
don of the Lynchburg club of 
the Piedmont League. 


service. 


Harry Chozen topped the South- 
ern Association catchers with a 
993 average. He handled 434 
chances with only three errors. 


In answer to “Ss 


Ye ¥y the 


° ” 
mMLiNETNeEr wee 


University of Georgia 


has had several high ranking 
Jewish athletes in the past 
years. Among them were Billy 
nowiteh of Columbus, Ga., 
who } ball, basketball 
nd ten Benny Rothstein, 
also of Columbus, who played 
fullback o1 1927 team which 
defeated Yele for the first time, 


14-10; Moses Karesh of Macon, 
Ga., was a tackle at U. of G. and 
Harry 


then there was Kunian- 


sky of Atlanta who was an All- 
Seuthern guard on the Georgia 
team cf 1912 which went to the 


Rose ™ 
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CALENDAR 
Chanukah, lst Day --.. Nov. 30 
Chanukah, 8th Day ~~ Dec. 7 


Chamisha Osor B’Shebat__Jan. 17 


Past of Esther ........ Mar. 16 
nr | mY | 
Passover, 1st Day ~~~. April 16 
Passover, last Day ---- April 23 
foe BOmer ..<-...... May 
Shevuoth, Ist Day ---. June 5 


Friday, December 7, 1945 


The Editor's Chair, 
This issue of The Jewish 
is dedicated to the seventieth an 


Hebrew Union Col- 
was pre- 


Post 


niversary of 
lege, in Cincinnati. It 
pared and compiled by the edi- 
torial staff of The Jewish Post, 
although the idea for the issue 
came from the College. The Post 
in a position from 
time to time to publish special 
editions in which it will give 
fuller treatment than is possibie 
in its regular pages to special oc- 


hopes to be 


casions like that of the HUC’s 
seventieth anniversary. 
Like everything that we find 


established for us, Hebrew Union 
College is taken too much for 
granted. It is here that this spe- 
cial edition can serve a real pur- 
pose. If the Post can bring the 
“feeling” of the College to its 
readers, so that they may make 
a more honest estimate of its 
place and accomplishments, | it 
will have more than succeeded in 
what it is trying to do in these 
pages. The issue was prepared 
from a standpoint of popular 
consumption, although it has not 
deliberately avoided more serious 
articles merely because an extra 
brain cell or two might have to 
be called to use in following the 
Writer’s thinking, 

Unfortunately a serious discus: 
sion of the place of “social jus- 
tice” in the reform movement, is 
not to be found in this issue. Sev- 
eral such articles were promised 
but not forthcoming. It 
might give a_ better 
rounded picture of the Reform 
Movement as it stands today to 
say that special emphasis seems 
to be being made by the Reform 
tabbinate on the need for estab- 
lishing the rights of the common 
man. This takes in the matter 
of labor, a subject on which Re- 
form Rabbis are often accused 
of being too liberal. 


were 
serve to 


That in this respect the Re- 
form Rabbinate is merely follow- 
ing the prophetic precepts of 
Judaism should not’ warrant 
repetition, except tor the fact 
that Jews, like all others, are 
prone to join with the economic 
group to which they belong to 
deny the worker those things 
our prophets said thousands of 
years ago God has accorded him. 
It serves no honest purpose 
either, to mouth such sentiments 
from the pulpit and then fail to 
take steps to implement them 
into actuality. 

If any reader should raise the 
question, why an issue devoted to 
Hebrew Union College shovld be 
given over in such part, to Re- 


form Judaism, then let him stop 
to consider how intertwined are 
the two. It is hardly possible to 
make a line of demarcation be- 
tween Reform and Hebrew Un- 
ion College, unless one could 
legitimately say that the Reform 
movement is a lay movement, but 
even here the influence of the Re- 
form Rabbis on the lay people of 
the movement would have to be 
considered as powerful if not de- 
termining factor. 

I owe a personal debt of grati- 
tude to Rabbi Samuel Wohl, 
whose suggestion led to this is- 
sue, and whose help and concern 
have in large part been responsi- 
ble for it. Rabbi Wohl, as chair- 
man of the steering committee 
for the 70th Anniversary Cele- 
bration, revealed an organizing 
ability that must have astounded 
even his closest friends. He is a 
rabbi’s rabbi, with no such thing 
as the least bit of immodesty 
about him, and with a true con- 
secration to his calling as a rabbi 
in Israel. What dignity he has 
he comes by honestly, and most 
certainly these few words, de- 
serving as they are, will embar- 
rass him no end. 


* 4 . 


I have very little further to re- 
port to those of our readers who 
want to adopt European Jevvish 
orphans but there is a note from 
Mrs. Stephen Wise in which she 
says that “the matter of securing 
passage, which might not hap- 
pen for some time to come” pre- 
vents these orphans from coming 
to the United States. Instead of 
outright adoptions, Mrs. Wise 
urges that our readers join in 
the plan of the American Com- 
mittee for Rehabilitation of Eu- 
ropean Jewish Children, which is 
seeking foster parents to provide 
for the upkeep of homeless Jew- 
ish children with Jewish families 
in Europe. The cost for the care 
of one child for one year is 
$300, and foster parents are able 
to establish personal contact 
with the child or children for 
whose care their gift will pro- 
vide. The address of the Commit- 
tee is 1834 Broadway, New York, 
23. 





THE COLUMN 
WITHOUT A NAME 





On Saturday, December 1, thir- 
teen girls will participate in the 
ceremony of Bat Mitzvah at the 
morning services. The Benot 
Mitzvah are: Carolyn Altschul, 
Charlotte Basset, Audrey Braude, 
Sandra Cohen, Marlene Crocker, 
Sarah Djivre, Ruth Joffe, Char- 
lene Kooperman, Joan Korn- 
bluth, Joan Kovitz, Sylvia Rothe- 
iser, Carolyn Rosenbaum, and 
Carol Shapiro. The girls will 
chant the Haftarah, together 
with the traditional blessings. 
The members of the Bat Mitz- 
vah Club will participate.—Bulle- 
tin of Anshe Emet Congregation, 
Chicago. 


* * * 


Beginning next week Temple 
Sholom will hold a daily serv- 
ice from 5:30 to 6 pm... 
Sholom follows the example of 
Temple Emanu-El of New York, 
wealthiest Jewish Congregation 
in the world. ... In both cases 
the services (which consist of 
prayers only) are in charge of 
laymen, members of the respec- 
tive Men’s Clubs. ... In Beth 
Israel we cannot get members of 
the Men’s Club to attend serv- 
ices once a week. ... What is 
the reason? Is ours a God-for- 
saking community?—Rabbi S. 
Felix Mendelshon. 






Needed=Jewish Public Opinion 


the case of the combined services, the 
sects in Judaism got together because 
had to, they 

And yet in every case no one was 
because instead of fighting one another in. 
stead of duplicating one another’e wor,’ 
competing groups cooperated. In fact noton 
is everyone pleased with the way this cog Y 
tion has worked out, but in addition th 
no question but that the job 
accomplished more effectively. 

So that what is needed in order to brin, 
some order out of the chaos of our multi. 
plicity of national Jewish organization js forge 
In the Jewish community as it is now com. 
posed there is no means of creating Jewish 
opinion, except by pressure groups (Witnesg 
the case of the Committee to Oppose Nationa) 
Budgeting) and despite the fact that almog 
every American Jew wants the national 9. 
ganizations to work together, there is nothing 
he can do about it. 

Until the time arrives that Jewish Public 
opinion in the United States can be mold 
and marshalled to bring about the Changes 
desired, then our national agencies wij 20 
about their own way, and disregard the wishes 
of U. S. Jewry as disdainfully as they do noy 
and have done all throughout their existence 

No democracy can operate without the force 
of public opinion. No democracy can opera 
without a press, much less a free preg 
Neither of these two essentials are presen 
in the U. S. Jewish community and until we 
have them, the kind of democracy we are 
able to get will be the week and sickly king 
which is under the control of the great trusts 
in Jewish life—the national organizations, 


news item from the Jewish Telegraphic 

Agency tells that the representatives of 
the American Jewish Conference, the Ameri- 
can Jewish Committee and the Jewish Labor 
Committee have agreed not to make individual 
reports on their investigations of the situa- 
tion of the Displaced Jews in Germany. 

The United Jewish Appeal, which is a merg- 
er of the Joint Distribution Committee, the 
United Palestine Appeal and the National 
Refugee Service, announces that they will cain- 
paign jointly in 1946 as in 1945. 

Returning Jewish Chaplains in reporting 
their experiences declare that instances of 
complaints because there was only one service 
and not three—Orthodox, Conservative and 
Reform, were very few. 

That the American Jewish Conference and 
the American Jewish Committee representa- 
tives should even talk to one another, much 
less agree on anything is news in itself. That 
the heads of the JDC and the UPA who just 
twelve months ago were’calling each other 
names and declaring that it was utterly im- 
possible to carry out a joint campaign, are 
working together like lambs, is also news of 
a startling order. That Orthodox, Conserva- 
tive and Reform attend and enjoyed services 
together, although not news in the exact sense 
of the word, is a fact of considerable implica- 
tion, however. 

In all three of the above there was a com- 
mon factor. In the case of the American Jew- 
ish Committee and the American Jewish Con- 
ference, the arrangement was made at the 
behest of Judge Simon Rifkind. In the case 
of the JDC and the UPA the merger was ef- 
fected by the President’s War Relief Board. In 


Lesson For Civic Defense Agencies In Psychriatrist’s Report 


WW: it is foolish ever to try to appease 
anti-Semites is never more clearly 
shown than in the report of the Major Doug- 
las Kelley, U. S. Army psychiatrist, that all 
the twenty top Nazis on trial for their life 
still retain their anti-Semitism. 

This should be a lesson for techniques in 
fighting anti-Semitism and anti-Semites in the 
United States. The result of Maj. Douglas’ - 
examination are substantiated in the fact that 
neither after Pearl Harbor, nor after Maidd- 
anek, nor after V-J Day, did U. S. anti-Semites 
change one whit. The course of events has 


ere is 
at hand Was 


made no more impression on the anti-Semites 
in the United States than it has made on the 
top 20 Nazis. 


What this means for the fight against anti. 
Semites like Gerald L. K. Smith and Homer 
Maertz, to name representatives of one clique 
and Robert Reynolds and O’Donnell to name 
those representatives of another is obvious, 
These people will never change. Nothing that 
happens will make them change. The civic 
defense agencies must realize that they ar 
fighting an enemy who is relentless. 


Rabbi Wohl’s Plan Warrants Discussion, Adoption 


fits into current needs, and is quite within the 


. S. JEWISH life should once again center 
realm of speedy adoption. 


around and radiate from the synagogue, 
and this eventuality will be immeasurably 
hastened by implementation of the far reach- 
ing plan proposed in this issue ‘by Rabbi Sam- 


What we need in American Jewry are me 
of vision who can synthezise present. possibil- 
ties with future needs, and at the same time 


uel Wohl in his memorandum to Paul Baer- direct into sane channels the stream of Jew 

wald. ish life of the future. Rabbi Wohl’s plan fits 
: . ; this bill. 

All three parts of Rabbi Wohl’s plan are It is to be hpoed that the plan not only will 


worthwhile. Although phases of the plan may 
have been discussed here and there, the plan 
that it 


is well-rounded, into operation. 


Current Comment 


is new in the sense 


Students At Yeshiva College Still Read, The under Patton or that such a 
Daily News Says That School’s Paper, The 
Commentator—One of the most disgraceful 
sights in Yeshiva is the “Daily News,” which 
still manages to attract buyers within the 
walls of our institution. Some are attracted by 
the funnies; others by the sport section..The 
fact that this paper is attempting to under- 
mine the entire democratic system by actively 
supporting organizations which make anti- 
Semites a primary requisite for the Christian 
American does not seem to disturb the faith- 
ful followers of Dick Tracy and Little Orphan 
Annie. 

The newspaper’s campaign of diffusing its 
program of race hatred reached an infamous 
climax last week. John O’Donnell, the Pater- 
son’s Washington columnist, claimed that Gen- 
eral George E. Patton Jr. was relieved of his 
command because Henry Morgenthau, Felix 
Frankfurter, and Sidney Hillman had applied 
pressure on the late President Roosevelt to 
dismiss Patton for striking Jewish soldiers. 
The statement was denied by all those in- 
volved. It was proven that at least one of 
the soldiers is not Jewish. 

O’Donnell resents the fact that these are 
Jewish and especially the fact that Hillman 
was once a rabbinical student. It is futile to 
point out that many Jews fought and died 


The situation is all 
students 


student. 
graceful when Yeshiva 


friends of the dispossessed and 


Hungarian Jews are Zionists. 
estimated that about 60 per cent are back al 
and patriotism as they clear @ 


eamong the ruins and begin over agait. 


in the lump.” 


become the subject for widespread discussion, 
that but no time will be wasted before puttingit 


man as the 
late Chaplain Werfel was once a_ rabbinical 
the more dit 
encourage 
O’Donnell by continuously buying the “News! 


Central Europe Needs Jews, Anne O'Har 
McCormick Says in The New York Times—T# 
Jews comprised one-fourth of the populatiot 
and most of the merchantile class in Budapest 
They did not suffer so much as Jews in neigt 
boring countries because the worst persect 
tion did not begin until the Nazis gained fill 
control in 1944. Jewish firms were “Aryanizet’ 
before that but many who took over wéle 
held their 
property in trust. Only a small minority of 
The majority 
are loyal Hungarians who desire to remain 
in their country and help reconstruct it. It 8 


these are the hopeful citizens of Hungary. Its 
impossible not to admire their courage, energy 
little space 
“] 
here,” said a keen American observer of pros 
trate lands of central Europe, “that what thi 
part of the world needs to get going is @ 
resurrect the Jews. It has destroyed the Jeavel 
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Would Stifle a Few 


post Columnists 


itor, The Jewish Post, 
. should like to suggest a few 


i rovements for the ‘Peost,” 
aoe otherwise is quite accept- 
Ww 

able. 


your alleged 


‘fe a few of 
‘ Se entsts The sort of stuff 
turned out by Gutterman and 
Meyberg on Hollywood does 
not measure up to your stated 
standards, €. &, the column 
on Ben Hecht by Gutterman. 
Or the gleeful note of Miss 
Meyberg because one of our 
Jewish stage-folk admits he’s 
Jewish. Then there’s the new 
one — “Women’s Whirl,” by 


Leah W. Leonard. Repeats 
old material and contributes 
little new. 


Remove the undignified Kor- 


we 


respondence Klub. That's for : - + 


the Kiddie Page of the Sunday 


Supplement. 

3 Clearer pictures. Many of 
them are pretty badly ob- 
obscured. 

4, More Jewish news and better 


detail. 
I still prefer The Post to any 
other Anglo-Jewish publication. 
Sincerely, 
RABBI NORMAN H. DIAMOND 
Temple B'nai Jehoshua 
Chicago, Il}. 


he name must be appended to the letter as it reaches our oftice 
fication as to authenticity. Unsigned letters will not be considered. 
ould be brief and to the point, and written on one side of the 


Not Jewish, But Enioys 


Post; Is For Homeland 
Editor, The Jewish Post, 

I am very pleased with your 
paper and note its rapid improve- 
ment. 


I have recommended The Post 
to my friends. A paper such as 
yours, printed in the American 
language, should long ago have 
been circulating among the peo- 
ple in general, educating them 
along the lines of Jewish aspira- 
tions. While I am not of Jewish 
nationality, I a mstrongly pro- 
Israel, pro-Zionist. I am not and 
never have been a member of the 
so-called “churches” which, while 
using the Scriptures written by 
Jewish prophets, have either per- 
secuted or ostracized the Jewish 
people and ignored their hopes. 
For myself I am quite cer- 
tain that in this hour when it 
seems that Israel’s hopes are to 
be frustrated, the hindrances 
which now loom so darkly before 
us, Will, in the very near future 
be swept away and we will see 
the nation of Israel established 
in their own land. 


Sincerely yours, 


EARL J. HENNING 


. Box 280 


Kearney, Neb. 





Secretary of Herzl 


Dies in St. Louis 

ST. LOUIS—Dr. Alexander 
Wolf, 75, who in his student days 
in Vienna served as secretary to 
Theodore Herzl, died Saturday, 
Dec. 1, while attending a concert. 
He had long been a leader in the 
Zionist movement in St. Louis and 
the middle-west. 


Clarence D. Epstein Dies 
Special 

SPRINGFIELD, Mass. Clar 
ence D. Epstein, 36, vice-president 
and treasurer of the Advertising 
Corporation of America in East- 
hampton, Mass., and a prominent 


practicing attorney in Spring- 
field, died here after a_ short 
illess. 


There also died Mrs. Eliza Rapt, 
85, mother of Harry Rapf, M-G-M 
producer, at Hollywood, Calif. ... 
Dr. Maurice Shapiro, 56, promin- 
ent dermatologist, in Bayonne, 
N. J.... Jules J. Rubens, 59, vice- 
president of the Publix Great 
States Theatre System, in Chi- 
cago .. .Mrs. Solomon Simon, 86, 
active in Jewish circles, in New 
York ... Benjamin Shifman, 54, 
for 35 years an employe of the 
Boston Herald, in Boston. 
Jacob Kreielsheimer, 88, charter 
member of Temple Beth Morde- 
cai, in Perth Amboy... . Abra- 
ham Radetzky, 61, president of 
the Gotham Aseptic Laboratory 
Co., in New York. ... Ber 
Orshansky, well known Soviet 
writer, in Moscow. 








KINDERGARTENS SEEN AS SOLUTION 
FOR PARENTS WORRIED BY ADJUSTMENT 


By RUTH PALLER 


EVERAL times I have stressed the value 
of early training for children in Jewish 
Daily Jewish kin- 
dergarten offers the answer to that need, I think. 
Through songs, Jewish games, celebrations, and 
stories, a child would have early memories of 
the happiness of being a Jew, which should 


ceremonies and traditions. 


gartens? 


stand him in good stead all his life. 
: * * 


* 


PARENTS SOMETIMES do 
children to regular Hebrew 


enough because they are worried about the ad- 
justment the child must make to a full day at 
public school without the extra hour or so at 
a Hebrew School almost every day. 
Kindergarten does not present that conflict. 


not send their 
school young 


munities ready 





Springfield’s Oldest Jew Dies 


Weinherg, 89, oldest member of 


Springfield’s Jewish community 
SPRINGFIELD Mass.—Nathan #4 active in Springfield’s Jewish 
circles, died after a brief illness. 
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Just the Book for the Young 
But It'll Delight the Adult 


Gentlemen: 


Please enter my _ subscrip- 
tion for - - year(s). And 
Send me, free, the 232-page 
“Picture Stories from the Bi- 
ble.” 





Address 


City, State 





1 Year $3.00 — 2 Years $5.00 





FREE 


@ with Each NEW 
Subscription Only 


Picture 


Stories 
from the 


Bible 


THE ENTIRE OLD TES. 
TAMENT TOLD CHRON. 
OLOGICALLY FOR THE 
FIRST TIME IN FULL 
COLOR PICTURES. 


232 Pages 


THE JEWISH POST 
Box 1633, Indianapolis, Ind. 








The mind is free, and the body rested, and the 
child is in the best possible condition to absorb 
Jewish education. 

Sunday school is too infrequent to give the 
continuous exposure to education 
necessary for real learning. So why not kinder- 


which is 


* * sa 


LACK OF QUALIFIED teachers is holding 
up a great many schools from inaugurating 
complete and satisfactory educational programs 
from kindergarten on up, I understand, but in 
a good many communities there are already 
well-established kindergartens, with other com- 


to institute them. 





Orders 25 Gift 
Subs to The Post 


Editor, The Jewish Post, 

Am mailing you a list of 25 
names, and please send one 
year’s subscription to each of 
your weekly Post. 

Thanking you, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 
ABE ABEND 


Tulsa, Okla. 


You've never tasted onything is 
quite like them ... so light, so 
flaky, so distinctive and good! 





NEW YORK | 


By M. Z. FRANK 

















N HIS weekly Digest of the Yiddish Press last week, Rabbi Bene 
] jamin Schultz takes exception to some of my remarks about the 
preponderance of rabbis in Zionist 
Forward. 


leadership that I made in the 
“Frank complains most of the old leadership consisted of 
‘rabbis and politicians’; and declares people now don’t want them. 
Fut, in the same breath, he hails Rabbi Silver and even Rabbi Israel 
Goldstein. Frank believes the average Zionist desires a better ‘cul- 
tural program’ (with no rabbis?” Rabbi Schultz couples Israeli’s 
articles in the Day with mine and adds: “All commentators praise 
tabbi Lelyveld, Rabbi Miller, ete. They like the 
but not rabbis.” 


rabbis they like; 


The last sentence does more justice to my views than the rest 
of the paragraph: I have no objections to any Zionist, be he rabbi 
or street-cleaner, occupying an office in the ZOA for which he is 
fit, but I think there is something wrong when there are so many 
rabbis in the leadership. I did not declare that “people now don’t 
want” rabbis. I said the younger Zionists wbjected to the prepon- 
cerance of rabbis in the leadership. Of Rabbi Goldstein I said that 
in my opinion, he is the most energetic of the old administration lead. 
ers. I did not “hail” him. I said, in that same article, that he lacked 
vision. As for Rabbi Silver, I am for him not because he is a rabbi, 
but in spite of it. Silver has not escaped some of the shortcomings 
characteristic of the Glamor Rabbis of America of whose number 
he is certainly one. But he does know the difference between a ges- 
ture and an accomplishment and he subordinates his oratory to his 
thinking rather than the other way round. 


CLERGYMEN, writers and teachers do not, as a rule, produce 
important political leaders. To be sure, there are exceptions, and 
Silver is one of them. But there are also exceptions in cther fields: 
manufacturers do not, as a rule, produce poets, but it sometimes 
happens. It would be odd, however, to find that somewhere, in some 
society, most of the poets were manufacturers, wouldn’t it? I find 
it just as odd, or nearly as odd, to find that in American Zionism, 
most of the leaders are rabbis. It is rabbi fighting rabbi, rabbi com- 
bining with rabbi, rabbi horse-trading with rabbi, over offices: the 
main figures in the recent fights were Wise, Silver, Goldstein, Hel- 
ler, with Solomon Goldman and Barnett Bricker in the background—~ 
all Glamor Rabbis. 

One would expect it natural to find a large proportion of rabbis 
among the cultural workers—and so one would expect to find there 
teachers.and writers. But the chairman of the Publications Com- 
mittee of the ZOA is a judge, and the preponderance of rabbis in 
the leadership generally has not contributed to raising the ZOA 
cultural activities much above the sewing circle level. 

When leadership of a popular movement is confined so closely 
to one class, it can mean one or both of two things: the general 
membership is not sufficiently interested; the leadership has en- 
trenched itself and will not allow any newcomers. I think, until now, 
we had both conditions which strengthened each other. Now that the 
interest of the rank-and-file has risen to a high pitch, new men com- 
ing from the ranks and representing all classes and all manner of 
experience in everyday life, are bound to burst the dams and come 
into the leadership. 


The reader will have noticed that I spoke of Glamor Rabbis as 


‘distinct from others. To elaborate on that would require an essay. 


I shall be glad to do it, if the publisher or the readers ask for it. 


* * * 


I AM SORRY to report that I was not present at the Weizmann 
dinner. I was not invited. And I didn’t care to telephone Meyer 
Weisgal to ask him for a favor. He knows well enough that I repre- 
sent Haaretz in this country and that I represent The Jewish Post in 
New York. Proof of it is that, on several occasions, he complained, 
both in public and in private, about what I had said in print. Maybe 
I'll tell you about it some other time, when I come back to democracy 
and public discussion in Jewish life. 


My Tel-Aviv paper had its representative there: Dr. Hayim 
Garazu, a member of the Haaretz staff, is here in the interests of 
the Keren Hayesod, and he did get a ticket. I walked him to the 
Waldorf-Astoria, and I saw people in evening dress streaming in. 
The next day he told me it was a saddening affair. Others were en- 
thusiastic, yet others felt it was another letdown like Atlantic City. 
From what I could gather, it was not quite so bad. In the first place, 
Weizmann himself was more spontaneous and sparkling than he 
was in Atlantic City. In the second place, it was not an occasion 
where a militant address or the mapping of a program of action 
was expected, so the letdown could not be as great. The letdown was 
that there should be a birthday celebration and a banquet while 
Palestine is on fire. Weizmann himself found it necessary, at the 
beginning of his address, to offer his apologies for the dinner, saying 
it had been arranged long in advance. The fact is, Zionist leaders 
in America had asked Weizmann to stay in London and hold the 
fort. They well knew that the newspaper stories about Weizmann’s 
coming to America to see Truman and Attlee were without founda- 
tion, 


. * e 


WEIZMANN’S appearance in Atlantic City was certainly a let- 
down. Unfortunately, he left out of his address the only heartening 
and statesmanlike passage in it—at the very end. Here it is: “As 
we have drained the swamps of Jezreel and the Emek Hefer, we 
shall irrigate the wastes of the Negev; as we have harnessed the 
waters of the Jordan, so we shall turn the Jordan Valley into one of 
the great irrigation projects of the world, giving life and sustenance 
to hundreds of thousands. In all these creative acts we have taken 
and shall take nothing from the Arabs.” We have built on our own 
foundations, and we have created our own absorptive capacity. We 
de not believe that the conscience of the world will permit this pro- 
cess to be stifled by temporary polifical considerations 


“Jt is perhaps in this field of development/more than in any other 


(Continued on next page) 
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- Peron Says He Opposes Anti—Semitism 


Doesn't Explain Action 
Of His Police; Dismissal 
Of Jewish Medics Asked 


Jewish Velecraphie Agency 
BEUNOS AIRES—Col. Juan 
Peron, who has been charged with 
approving anti-Semitic activities 
in Argentina, declared here that 
he’s opposed to such actions. Per- 


j ‘ ‘ Christian or a Jewish state, but Be: 
on made this statement in an in- eae t- babes: in vail aan 
terview with the newspaper, “La , € vane y = 
Epoca,” which is Peronist. The poeple Sf Gh TEENS Can pony NEW YORK (Continued fron 

= ; sobs e ee er Ss , : ‘om page 
paper says anti-Jewish violence their full and equal part, shar ; ge 3) 


was commited by elements seek- 
ing to harm Peron, but fails to ex- 


plain why Peron-controlled police 2. All official declarations on Pal- WI h I i 
never curb anti-Jewish activities. estine in any way discriminat- | ne: nip — the audience hardly applauded. The 
A two-day conference to discuss ing for or against a segment of marks I heard were Why did he have to come to America jg 
asures ¢ ombat anti-Sem! aS ‘ am was all he had to tell us?” Or “Why, if he couldn’t speak free] 
measures to combat anti-Semi- the population shall be form. a te , ; stipes: io id y, iq 
: ° > AV aka Ss . g oOo PC 217 Vacs H 
tism will be held here by the ally repudiated; in their place “=e eh ’ poner yr “A iy a 2 gprs began his address 
League of Human Rights. The there shall be a renewed pledge ay Beye THR Ne Coun not speak ae freely abroad as he could’g, 
league posted placards through- of full freedom of religious ex- British soil and that he felt RE pI in his life-long belief that 
out the city reading “Anti-Semi- pression and equality for all in Jewish interests could be reconci ed with the best interests of Great 
tism.” ; Britain, Had he concluded his address shortly after that, he 
ism. Palestine. hele Sede A teoinamibninn 3 ater But | . vey He would 
Prominent Catholics here pub rave left a tre me nc ous impression. sut 1€ went on with a Je 
Would Receive Financial Aid harangue debating with Ernest Bevin. It is interesting to note, 


lished a statement condemning 
the recent anti-Jewish outbreaks. 
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L. ROSENWALD SEES TRUMAN, 
GIVES HIM 7-POINT PROGRAM 


Jewish 


WASHINGTON _Lessing J. Rosenwald, president of the Ameri- 
can Council for Judaism, called on President Truman and left with 
him a seven-point memorandum, as a basis “for a fair and peaceful 
settlement” of the Palestine problem. The seven points are: 

1. A United Nations declaration that Palestine shall not be a Moslem, 


Telegraphic Agene 


ing fully the rights and respon- 
sibilities of citizenship. 


> 
ae. os 
Yol j—N: 

NUREMBERG—The lowege4 


, * 
of the 20 top Nazis on trial } y 
is that of Julius Streicher me a 
’ 
torious Jew baiter, whose gu. 
cote 








——___ 
Streicher’s IQ Lowest, 
Registers at 106 


ry 
Special 


was 106. 





that we look to the United States for help and assistance now 
this country has associated herself more closely and actively with 
the fate of Palestine and the Jewish people.” ’ 


though that Edgar Ansell Mowrer, whose approach was more ike 





” >. sctina ae s ar 7 > me 2 

eaiahtie.s aeeun al dsckene oid 3: ee ae pee we — si like Warninarr's, is such a great admire of Weizman 0. M 

nurses in Alvear hospital have de- ahead She fee ‘hx: sae cae his face ~sesesianed beamed every time he loked at him. Mo , 

manded Jewish interns and nurses ve — ‘ has known Weizmann for quite a few years and he seems to be’ 8 of 6 L 
ie Giaminsed. sion of its economy and the under the spell of his personality. Subsequently, in a radio address 

enlargement of its immigration jn behalf of the Jewish National Fund, I heard Mowrer refer ty § Former G 

May Repeat ‘Reichstag Fire’ opportunities, Weizmann as “that grand old man of Zionism and a victim of British Buxton, Fr 


Jewish Telegraphic Areney 

BUENOS ATRES—The Avrgen- 
tine Government was warner 
week that Nazi elements here 
planning a conspiracy against the 
Jews of this country similar to 
the Reichstag fire. 


hie 
this 


are 
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The warning was contained in 


Film director Mervyn LeRoy 
and Mrs. Kathryn Spiegel, Chi- 
cago socialite, have announced 
their engagement and_tenta- 
tively set their wedding date 
for Feb. 1. Mrs. Spiegel is the 


5. 


Immigation into Palestine shall 
be maintained on the basis of 
absorptive capacity and with- 
out privilege or discrimination. 
Immigration procedures shall 
be controlled by representative 
bodies of all the inhabitants of 













trickery.” 





“Me ...I'm staying Says | 

























































a note submitted to the Minister widow of Sidney Speigel, mid- Palestine, in association with 
of Interior by Emilio Troise, west theater chain executive. properly instituted internation- Jewish Tele 
president of the Committee to LeRoy was divorced some time al commissions. e NEW Y 
Fight Anti-Semitism. The Minis- ago from Doris Warnergdlaugh- 6. Institutions of home rule for inl the Arm ] and British 
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